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Silent  companions  of  the  lonely  hour, 

Friends  who  can  never  alter  or  forsake, 

Who  for  inconstant  roving  have  no  power, 

And  all  neglect,  perforce,  must  calmly  take — 
Let  me  return  to  you , this  turmoil  ending, 

Which  worldly  cares  have  in  my  spirit  wrought, 
And,  o’er  your  old  familiar  pages  bending, 

Refresh  my  mind  with  many  a tranquil  thought; 
Till  happily  meeting  there,  from  time  to  time, 
Fancies,  the  audible  echo  of  my  own, 

’T  will  be  like  hearing  in  a foreign  clime 
My  native  language  spoken  in  friendly  tone, 

And  with  a sort  of  welcome  I shall  dwell 
On  these,  my  unripe  musings,  told  so  well. 


The  Hon.  Caroline  Norton. 
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CONCERNING  THE  ALCOVE 


v TN  venturing  to  put  into  print  the  titles  of  the  books  which  have 
I been  given  a place  in  the  Alcove  at  the  Pratt  Institute  Free 
Library,  we  should  disclaim  any  pretensions  to  final  judgment  in 
the  choice  of  books  which  may  be  set  apart  as  masterpieces,  or  to 
ultimate  discrimination  or  completeness  of  inclusion.  Moreover, 
no  arbitrary  departure  from  general  acceptance  has  been  at- 
tempted to  proclaim  original  or  “advanced”  theories. 

The  Alcove  collection  is  designed  simply  to  bring  into  inviting 
and  convenient  prominence  certain  of  the  outstanding  books  in 
the  English  language,  by  ancient,  modern  and  even  present-day 
writers,  in  order  that  every  one  using  our  Library  may  preserve 
a familiar  acquaintance  with  books  that  have  gained  preeminence 
in  literature. 

Great  freedom  of  choice  has  been  indulged  in,  and  no  rigid 
literary  canons  have  been  adhered  to  in  the  selection.  The  books 
represent  every  range  of  talent,  and  they  stand  together  on  the 
shelves  with  no  idea  of  relationship  or  classification. 

As  far  as  possible  publishers’  original  authorized  editions  have 

rbeen  chosen,  but  a number  of  the  copies  we  have  included  have 
come  as  gifts  or  by  advantageous  purchase  rather  than  by  deliber- 
(4  ate  preference,  so  that  the  edition  in  hand  may  not  always  be  the 
best  available.  In  such  cases,  mention  has  been  made  in  the  notes 
C of  editions  more  suitable  for  library  purposes. 

The  annotations  have  been  prepared  in  straightforward  terms 
r*with  the  “general  public”  in  mind,  without  striving  for  unique 
3 information  or  striking  comment.  Many  opinions  have  been  freely 
C derived  as  the  abundant  use  of  quotation  marks  indicates.  These 
notes  are  offered  in  the  hope  of  increasing  the  value  of  the  list  by 
brief  observations  on  the  claims  of  the  books  to  recognition  in 
-the  Alcove. 

The  development  of  the  Alcove  collection  with  the  preparation 
X~of  this  list  has  proved  an  interesting  and  profitable  pursuit  for 
tr  those  engaged  in  it.  With  the  thought  that  a wider  range  might 
~ be  given  to  this  revival  of  interest  in  books  of  enduring  reputa- 
tion, and  not  by  way  of  attempting  a criterion  of  the  “world’s 
"best  books,”  this  list  is  submitted  for  the  indulgent  consideration 
cof  the  Library’s  friends. 
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THE  BOOKS  IN  THE  ALCOVE 

Abailard,  Pierre,  1079-1142  & Heloise,  1101-1164.  Abelard 
and  Heloise ; a mediaeval  romance,  with  letters  of  Heloise; 
ed.  by  Abby  Sage  Richardson.  Bost.,  Houghton  [cl911]. 

The  correspondence  between  a notable  French  scholar  of  the  12th  century 
and  the  pupil  of  whom  he  became  enamored.  As  medieval  love  letters  of 
remarkable  beauty  and  pathos  exchanged  between  a monk  and  a nun,  they 
never  lose  their  fascination. 

Aeschylus,  B.C.  525-426.  Aeschylus ; the  seven  plays  in  English 
verse , by  Lewis  Campbell.  Lond.,  Paul,  1890. 

The  only  extant  plays  of  one  of  the  greatest  of  the  Greek  tragic  poets 
who  was  also  the  earliest  exponent  of  the  tragic  drama. 

The  seven  plays  are:  the  Suppliants,  the  Persians,  the  Seven  against 
Thebes,  the  Promethus  Bound,  and  the  Orestean  trilogy  consisting  of  the 
Agamemnon,  Choephoroe,  and  the  Eumenides. 

Browning’s  translation  of  the  Agamemnon  may  be  found  in  the  volume  of 
his  poetical  works. 

Aesop,  circa  B.C.  570.  The  fables  of  Aesop;  selected,  told  anew 
and  their  history  traced  by  Joseph  Jacobs;  done  into  pictures 
by  Richard  Heighway.  Lond.,  Macmillan,  1914. 

A series  of  fables  of  ancient  and  uncertain  origin  attributed  to  Aesop,  a 
Greek  dwarf  and  slave  of  the  sixth  century  B.C.  Incidents  in  the  animal 
kingdom  are  created  to  illustrate  moral  truths  and  to  convey  bits  of  wisdom 
and  philosophy. 

Aldrich,  Thomas  Bailey,  1836-1907.  Marjorie  Daw , and  other 
people  . . . Bost.,  Houghton  [cl915]. 

A clever  little  invention  told  in  the  form  of  letters  to  beguile  the  tedium 
of  an  injured  man’s  confinement.  Although  the  story  is  very  slight,  the 
interest  is  admirably  sustained  to  the  wholly  unexpected  ending. 

Others  of  the  author’s  short  stories  complete  the  book. 

The  poems  of  Thomas  Bailey  Aldrich;  rev.  & complete  house- 
hold ed.  Bost.,  Houghton  [cl907]. 

Though  he  gained  wide  recognition  as  a story  writer,  Aldrich  will  be 
longest  remembered  as  a lyric  poet.  His  vers  de  societe  are  the  best  in 
American  literature. 

Amicis,  Edmondo  de,  1846-1908.  Holland  and  its  people , tr. 
from  the  Italian  by  Caroline  Tilton.  N.Y.,  Putnam  [cl880]. 
(Vandyke  ed.). 

Brilliant  travel  sketches  full  of  enthusiasm,  exhibiting  keen  insight  into 
national  character  and  rare  power  of  picturesque  description. 

Amiel,  Henri  Frederic,  1821-1881.  AmieVs  journal;  the  Journal 
intime  of  Henri  Frederic  Amiel;  tr.  with  an  introd.  and  notes 
by  Mrs.  Humphry  Ward.  Lond.,  Macmillan,  1915. 

A portion  of  the  personal  diary  kept  by  a Swiss  scholar  and  poet  of  the 
19th  century  embodying  his  philosophical  thought  in  language  of  great  re- 
finement and  beauty. 
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Andersen,  Hans  Christian,  1805-1875.  Fairy  tales  from  Hans 
Christian  Andersen;  tr.  by  Mrs.  E.  Lucas,  and  illus.  by 
Thomas,  Chas.  and  William  Robinson.  Lond.,  Dent  [1915]. 

Poetic  and  romantic  tales  that  appeal  to  the  imagination  of  children  and 
have  equal  charm  for  older  readers. 

Arabian  nights.  The  thousand  and  one  nights , commonly  called 
Arabian  nights’  entertainments;  tr.  from  the  Arabic,  with 
copious  notes,  by  Edward  William  Lane;  ed.  by  his  nephew 
Edward  Stanley  Poole  from  a copy  annotated  by  the  translator, 
with  a preface  by  Stanley  Lane-Poole  and  illus.  from  the  de- 
signs of  William  Harvey.  Lond.,  Chatto,  1912.  3 v. 

The  translator,  who  was  a distinguished  Oriental  scholar,  did  not  attempt 
a complete  collection  of  the  famous  Arab  tales,  but  freely  omitted  such  as 
seemed  unworthy,  or  unfit  for  the  general  public. 

The  translation  is  admirably  accurate  and  is  enriched  with  notes  of  great 
value  based  on  personal  acquaintance  with  life  and  character  in  the  East. 

This  edition  is  reprinted  from  the  authorized  edition  published  in  1859 
with  woodcuts  from  Harvey’s  sympathetic  drawings  done  for  the  first  edition 
in  1840. 

Arblay,  Mme.  Frances  (Burney)  d’,  1752-1840.  The  diary  and 
letters  of  Frances  Burney , Madame  D’ Arblay;  rev.  and  ed.  by 
Sarah  Chauncey  Woolsey.  Bost.,  Little,  1910.  2 v. 

Fanny  Burney  is  scarcely  better  known  as  |jjie  author  of  Evelina  and 
Cecilia  than  as  the  writer  of  those  extraordinary  journals  which  were  pub- 
lished after  her  death.  The  fascination  of  these  intimate  records  lies  in  the 
self-revelation  of  a remarkable  personality.  Though  full  of  vanity  and  tri- 
vialities, they  are  of  much  value  to  the  student  of  English  manners,  describ- 
ing with  great  fidelity  the  court  life  of  George  III.  and  the  social  activities 
of  the  author’s  day. 

Evelina;  or,  The  history  of  a young  lady’s  entrance  into  the 
world,  by  Fanny  Burney;  with  an  introd.  by  Austin  Dobson 
and  illus.  by  Hugh  Thomson.  Lond.,  Macmillan,  1910. 

Picture  of  the  pleasures  and  pursuits  of  the  gay  social  set  of  London  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  18th  century.  Written  in  the  form  of  letters. 

Aristophanes,  B.C.  444? -380?  The  frogs  of  Aristophanes;  tr. 
into  English  rhyming  verse  by  Gilbert  Murray.  N.  Y.,  Long- 
mans, 1915. 

The  greatest  Greek  poet  of  comedy  and  satire. 

“His  comedies  unite  elements  which  meet  nowhere  else  in  literature. 
There  is  a humor  as  delicate,  a literary  satire  as  keen  as  the  most  exquisite 
wit  could  offer  to  the  most  subtle  appreciation.  And  there  are  lyric  strains 
of  a wild  woodland  sweetness  hardly  to  be  matched  save  in  Shakspere.” 

Aristotle,  B.C.  384-322.  The  politics  of  Aristotle;  tr.  with  an 
analysis  and  critical  notes,  by  J.  E.  C.  Welldon.  Lond.,  Mac- 
millan, 1912. 

Discussion  of  public  affairs  by  the  most  eminent  of  the  Greek  philosophers 
in  terms  applicable  to  many  of  the  problems  of  modern  political  science. 
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Arnold,  Matthew,  1822-1888.  Essays  in  criticism , lst-2d  ser. 
Lond.,  Macmillan,  1910-’15.  2 v. 

Notable  critical  essays  by  a brilliant  and  sensitive  English  poet  and 
thinker  who  has  been  appropriately  called  the  “Apostle  of  sweetness  and 
light.” 

The  poems  of  Matthew  Arnold , 1840-1867;  with  an  introd.  by 
A.  T.  Quiller-Couch.  Lond.,  Frowde,  1909.  (Oxford  ed.) 

“The  chief  qualities  of  his  verse  are  clearness,  simplicity,  strong  direct- 
ness, noble  and  musical  rhythm,  and  a certain  intense  calm.” 

Aucassin  et  Nicolette.  Aucassin  & Nicolete,  done  into  English 
by  Andrew  Lang.  Portland,  Me.,  Mosher,  1901.  (Old  world 
series. ) 

An  exquisite  French  medieval  romantic  tale,  in  prose  and  verse,  of  the 
passionate  love  of  Aucassin  for  his  not  irresponsive  Nicolette. 

Augustine,  Saint,  bp.  of  Hippo,  354-430.  The  Confessions  of 
St.  Augustine ; tr.  by  E.  B.  Pusey.  Lond.,  Dent  [1909]. 
(Everyman’s  library.) 

These  Confessions  were  written  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  century  by  the 
most  distinguished  of  the  Latin  fathers  as  a revelation  of  his  spiritual  ex- 
perience. They  have  been  a source  of  religious  inspiration  through  the 
centuries. 

Aurelius  Antoninus,  Marcus,  121-180.  Marcus  Aurelius  Antoni- 
nus to  himself ; in  English  by  Gerald  H.  Rendall.  Lond., 
Macmillan,  1914.  (Golden  treasury  series.) 

These  thoughts  penned  in  the  hours  of  solitude  interpret  the  Stoic  phil- 
osophy of  Marcus  Aurelius,  Emperor  of  Rome.  Many  philosophical  truths 
of  modern  application  are  embodied  in  these  meditations  of  the  second 
century. 

Austen,  Jane,  1775-1817.  Emma;  with  twenty-four  coloured  il- 
lus.  by  C.  E.  Brock.  Lond.,  Dent,  1909. 

“The  history  of  the  blunders  of  a bright,  kind-hearted,  and  really  clever 
girl  who  contrives  as  much  discomfort  for  her  friends  as  she  might  have 
devised  if  she  had  been  stupid  or  ill-natured.”  While  writing  this  story 
Miss  Austen  said  “I  am  going  to  take  a heroine  whom  no  one  but  myself 
will  much  like.” 

Pride  & prejudice;  with  twenty-four  coloured  illus.  by  C.  E. 
Brock.  Lond.,  Dent,  1907. 

A story  with  an  excellent  plot,  full  of  wit  and  character  study,  revealing 
the  manners  and  morals  of  life  in  an  English  country  house  environment  at 
the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century. 


Bacon,  Francis,  viscount  St.  Albans,  1561-1626.  The  essays: 
Colours  of  good  and  evil  & Advancement  of  learning . Lond., 
Macmillan,  1906. 

Seventeenth  century  essays  by  an  eminent  English  philosopher  and  states- 
man. They  are  noted  for  shrewd  observation,  fulness  of  illustration,  con- 
ciseness of  expression,  and  extraordinary  condensation  of  thought. 
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Bagehot,  Walter,  1826-1877.  Literary  studies  (miscellaneous 
essays)  ; ed.  with  a prefatory  memoir  by  Richard  Holt  Hutton. 
Lond.,  Longmans,  1913.  3 v. 

Reissue  of  the  greater  part  of  the  author’s  essays  which  were  first  collected 
and  published  in  1858  under  the  title  Estimates  of  some  Englishmen  and 
Scotchmen . The  editor  says  of  it  “I  hardly  know  any  book  that  is  such 
good  reading,  that  has  so  much  lucid  vision  in  it,  so  much  shrewd  and 
curious  knowledge  of  the  world,  so  sober  a judgment  and  so  dashing  a 
humor  combined.”  His  essay  on  Shakespeare — The  Man  brings  out  the  in- 
dividuality of  a genius  who  is  largely  lost  sight  of  by  the  individuality  of 
his  plays. 

Balzac,  Honore  de,  1799-1850.  Eugenie  Grandet;  Pierrette;  tr. 
by  Katharine  Prescott  Wormeley;  illus.  by  E.  Duez  and  J.  A. 
Muenier.  Bost.,  Little,  1910.  (La  comedie  humaine.)  (Cen- 
tenary ed.) 

The  author’s  best  known  work.  “Perhaps  this  is  Balzac’s  nearest  approach 
to  a work  of  art.”  It  is  the  pathetic  story  of  a gentle  and  long-suffering 
girl  sacrificed  first  to  her  father’s  inhuman  avarice,  and  then  to  the  brutal 
indifference  of  lover  and  husband. 

Pierrette  is  also  included  in  this  volume. 

Pere  Goriot;  The  marriage  contract;  tr.  by  Katharine  Pres- 
cott Wormeley;  illus.  by  Pierre-Georges  Jeanniot  and  Georges 
Cain.  Bost.,  Little,  1912.  (La  comedie  humaine.)  (Cen- 
tenary ed.) 

A wealthy  and  doting  father  secures  brilliant  marriages  for  his  ambitious 
daughters,  and  thereafter  is  impoverished  and  hastened  to  his  end  by  their 
ingratitude  and  extravagance.  The  scene  at  the  old  man’s  deathbed  is  one 
of  the  most  impressive  in  fiction. 

This  volume  also  contains  the  Marriage  Contract. 

Barham,  Richard  Harris,  1788-1845.  The  Ingoldsby  legends; 
or,  Mirth  and  marvels,  illus.  by  Herbert  Cole.  Lond.,  Lane, 
1903. 

Humorous,  satirical,  and  almost  grotesque  verses  and  tales  into  which  the 
author,  concealing  his  identity  under  the  pseudonym  “Thos.  Ingoldsby,  Esq.”, 
has  cleverly  woven  English  legendary  lore. 

Barrie,  Sir  James  Matthew,  bart.,  I860-.  Margaret  Ogilvy , by 
her  son.  N.Y.,  Scribner,  1915. 

Barrie’s  tender  tribute  to  the  memory  of  his  mother  in  which  appear  all 
his  gifts  of  delicate  humor,  sympathy,  and  understanding  of  the  feminine 
mind  and  heart. 

Sentimental  Tommy , the  story  of  his  boyhood;  illus.  by  Wil- 
liam Hatherell.  N.Y.,  Scribner,  1915. 

“A  study  of  a sensitive  mobile  boy  . . . who  passes  his  life  in  cloud-castles 
where  he  always  dramatizes  himself  as  the  hero,  who  has  no  continuity  of 
purpose  and  no  capacity  of  self-sacrifice  except  in  spasms  of  impulse,  and  in 
emotional  feeling.” 

A window  in  Thrums;  with  an  etching  by  Adrien  Marcel. 
N.Y.,  Scribner,  1897. 

An  early  collection  of  short  stories  depicting  the  life  and  character  of  the 
Scottish  weavers,  which  show  Barrie’s  mastery  of  both  humor  and  pathos. 
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BeaconsFieLD,  Benjamin  Disraeli,  1st  earl  of,  1804-1881.  Con - 
ingsby.  Lond.,  Dent,  n.d.  (Everyman’s  library.) 

Representative  of  the  group  of  political  novels  written  by  Disraeli,  after- 
wards Lord  Beaconsfield,  who  was  twice  Prime  Minister  of  England  under 
Queen  Victoria. 

Beckford,  William,  1760-1844.  The  history  of  the  caliph  Vathek , 
printed  verbatim  from  first  ed.,  with  the  original  prefaces  and 
notes  by  Henley.  Lond.,  Low,  1868. 

A fantastic  and  extravagant  tale,  yet  for  correctness  and  beauty  of  descrip- 
tion and  power  of  imagination  it  is  considered  the  most  remarkable  of 
Oriental  romances  in  prose.  It  was  written  in  French  when  the  author  was 
only  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  was  completed  by  intense  application  at  a 
single  sitting. 

Bennett,  Enoch  Arnold,  1867-.  The  old  wives ’ tale,  a new  ed., 
with  preface.  N.Y.,  Doran  [cl911]. 

A faithful  piece  of  realism  describing  the  commonplace,  sordid  life  of  a 
small  English  industrial  town  with  keen  observation,  convincing  psychology, 
and  a somewhat  grim  humor.  Acknowledged  to  be  the  best  work  of  this 
“prophet  of  the  lower  middle  class.” 

Beowulf.  The  tale  of  Beowulf,  sometime  king  of  the  folk  of  the 
Weder  Geats;  tr.  by  William  Morris  and  A.  J.  Wyatt.  Lond., 
Longmans,  1910. 

An  Anglo-Saxon  epic  poem  of  unknown  authorship,  taking  its  name  from 
its  hero,  and  based  on  mythical,  legendary,  and  traditional  lore  of  Scandi- 
navia. It  is  the  oldest  epic  in  English  literature. 

Bergson,  Henri  Louis,  1859-.  Creative  evolution;  authorized 
translation  by  Arthur  Mitchell.  N.Y.,  Holt,  1913. 

The  most  notable  work  of  modern  philosophy,  which,  because  of  the 
limpid  clarity  of  the  author’s  style,  is  great  literature  as  well. 

Berlioz,  Louis  Hector,  1803-1869.  The  life  of  Hector  Berlioz,  as 
written  by  himself  in  his  letters  and  memoirs;  tr.  from  the 
French  with  an  introd.  by  Katharine  F.  Boult.  Lond.,  Dent, 
1903. 

The  strange  and  romantic  self -revelation  of  this  French  composer’s 
troubled  and  disappointed  career,  derived  from  his  memoirs  and  letters.  It 
brings  to  view  the  heights  and  depths  of  the  spiritual  experiences  of  a 
nature  which  may  be  said  to  have  symbolized  French  Romanticism. 

This  edition  is  out  of  print,  but  it  is  reproduced  in  Everyman's  Library. 
Berlioz’s  complete  autobiography  also  appears  in  translation. 

Bible.  The  Holy  Bible,  containing  the  Old  and  New  Testaments; 
tr.  out  of  the  original  tongues;  and  with  the  former  transla- 
tions diligently  compared  and  revised  by  His  Majesty’s  special 
command,  appointed  to  be  read  in  churches.  Oxf.,  University 
pr.,  n.  d. 

The  English  Bible,  though  a translation,  is  acknowledged  to  be  the  first 
classic  in  the  language,  and  is  the  best  known  and  most  potent  book  in  lit- 
erature. 

The  “King  James”  or  “authorized”  version,  which  was  translated  by  emi- 
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nent  scholars  under  authority  of  King  James  I,  is  distinguished  for  the 
beauty,  picturesqueness  and  richness  of  its  diction,  and  the  simple  stateli- 
ness of  its  style. 

The  Bible  was  the  first  book  ever  printed  from  type  having  been  issued 
in  a sumptuous  edition  as  the  first  product  of  the  press  of  Gutenberg  and 
Fust  at  Mainz,  Germany,  in  1455  or  1456.  The  “King  James”  version  was 
originally  printed  in  1611. 

Birrell,  Augustine,  1850-.  Obiter  dicta ; lst-2d  ser.  N.Y., 
Scribner,  1913-’15.  2 v. 

Agreeable  and  familiar  essays  on  literary,  biographical,  and  historical 
subjects  by  an  English  lecturer  and  man  of  affairs. 

Bj0RNSON,  Bj0rnstjerne,  1832-1910.  Plays ; The  gauntlet  (En 
hanske)  Beyond  our  power  (Over  evne)  The  new  system 
(Det  ny  system)  tr.  from  the  Norwegian,  with  an  introd.  by 
Edwin  Bjbrkman.  N.Y.,  Scribner,  1913. 

Plays;  second  ser;  Love  and  geography  (Geografi  og  kjaer- 
lighed)  Beyond  human  might  (Over  evne:  annet  stykke)  La- 
boremus  (Laboremus)  tr.  from  the  Norwegian,  with  an  introd. 
by  Edwin  Bjbrkman.  N.Y.,  Scribner,  1914. 

These  two  volumes  include  only  the  realistic  prose  dramas  which  discuss 
social  and  religious  problems. 

They  rank  among  the  greatest  dramas  of  the  19th  century,  differing  from 
those  of  Ibsen  in  that  they  are  always  human  and  always  optimistic. 

Synnove  Solbakken;  given  in  English  by  Julie  Sutter;  a new 
ed.  with  an  essay  on  the  writings  of  Bj0rnson  by  Edmund 
Gosse.  N.Y.,  Macmillan,  1909. 

The  story  by  which  the  author  first  gained  general  recognition  and  made 
his  literary  reputation  secure. 

Blackmore,  Richard  Doddridge,  1825-1900.  Lorna  Doone , a 
romance  of  Exmoor;  with  introd.  and  notes  by  H.  Snowden 
Ward,  and  illus.  by  Mrs.  Catharine  Weed  Ward.  N.Y.,  Harper 
[cl908].  (Dooneland  ed.) 

The  author’s  supreme  achievement.  A romantic  love-story  of  Exmoor  and 
the  North  Devon  coast,  picturing  rude  life  in  the  secluded  valleys  and  wild 
moorlands  of  the  west  of  England. 

Blake,  William,  1757-1827.  The  poetical  works  of  William 
Blake , lyrical  and  miscellaneous;  ed.  with  a prefatory  memoir 
by  William  Michael  Rossetti.  Lond.,  Bell,  1913.  (Aldine  ed.) 

The  expressions  of  the  early  genius  of  an  artist-poet,  producer  of  symbolic 
art  and  spontaneous  yet  profound  and  mystical  verse. 

Boniface,  Joseph  Xavier,  1798-1865.  Picciola , by  X.  B.  Saintine 
[pseud.]  tr.  from  a new  ed.  rev.  by  the  author;  with  illus.  by 
Leopold  Flameng.  Bost.,  Houghton  [cl872].  (Riverside 
classics.) 

The  story  of  the  little  plant  which  cheered  the  solitude  of  a French  politi- 
cal prisoner  and  won  for  him  faith,  love,  and  freedom.  The  book  received 
a prize  from  the  French  Academy  when  it  first  appeared,  and  has  been  trans- 
lated into  many  languages. 
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Borrow,  George  Henry,  1803-1881.  Lavengro,  the  scholar,  the 
gypsy,  the  priest;  a new  ed.  containing  the  unaltered  text  of 
the  original  issue,  some  suppressed  episodes,  ms.  variorum, 
vocabulary  and  notes  by  the  author  of  the  life  of  George 
Borrow.  N.Y.,  Putnam,  1914. 

Account  of  the  author’s  wanderings  through  the  British  Isles  as  a cham- 
pion of  religious  liberty.  He  relates  his  experiences  among  gypsies  and  his 
conversations  with  chance-acquaintances.  The  interest  in  the  narrative  is 
maintained  by  a continuous  thread  of  mystery. 

Boswell,  James,  1740-1795.  The  life  of  Samuel  Johnson ; . . . 
ed.  by  Arnold  Glover  of  the  Inner  Temple,  with  an  introd.  by 
Austin  Dobson,  about  100  illus.  by  Herbert  Railton,  and  many 
portraits.  Lond.,  Dent,  1901.  3 v. 

The  most  famous  biography  in  the  English  language.  It  is  an  intimate 
and  minute  delineation  of  the  great  lexicographer’s  life,  character,  and 
person,  enlivened  with  small-talk,  gossip  and  bits  of  familiar  correspon- 
dence. It  is  also  an  admirable  portrayal  of  the  society  of  which  Johnson 
was  the  outstanding  figure. 

Bronte,  Charlotte,  1816-1855.  Jane  Eyre;  with  six  coloured 
illus.  by  Edmund  Dulac.  Lond.,  Dent,  1905.  2 v. 

A story  of  the  unhappy  experiences  of  an  English  orphan  girl  handicapped 
by  every  circumstance,  and  her  final  triumph  over  adversity  and  opposition. 
It  is  “one  of  the  most  poetic  pieces  of  English  romance,  and  among  the  most 
vivid  masterpieces  in  the  rare  order  of  literary  ‘confessions’.” 

Shirley ; with  six  coloured  illus.  by  Edmund  Dulac.  Lond., 
Dent,  1915.  2 v. 

An  English  moorland  story  involving  issues  between  capital  and  labor,  and 
the  question  of  the  emancipation  of  woman.  The  heroine  is  thought  to  be 
an  idealized  portrait  of  the  author’s  sister  Emily. 

Bronte,  Emily  Jane,  1818-1848.  Wuthering  heights;  with  six 
coloured  illus.  by  Edmund  Dulac.  Lond.,  Dent,  1913. 

A wild  tale  of  terror  and  hatred  among  the  rough  people  of  the  Yorkshire 
moors.  The  solitary  novel  of  the  sister  of  Charlotte  Bronte.  It  is  a work  of 
true  genius,  and  is  considered  by  many  critics  the  most  brilliant  contribu- 
tion of  the  gifted  Bronte  sisters. 

Brooks,  Phillips,  bp.,  1835-1893.  The  light  of  the  world , and 
other  sermons;  fifth  ser.  N.Y.,  Dutton  [cl890]. 

A selection  of  the  inspirational  sermons  preached  in  Trinity  Church,  Bos- 
ton, by  its  distinguished  and  much-beloved  Rector  whose  death  in  his  prime 
was  felt  by  the  entire  Christian  world. 

“Instead  of  writing  books  on  literary  subjects,  he  wrote  sermons  which  in 
themselves  are  literature.” 

Brown,  John,  1810-1882.  Rab  and  his  friends , and  other  dogs 
and  men.  Bost.,  Houghton,  1900. 

Rab  was  a dog,  and  his  “friends”  were  certain  people  and  other  dogs. 
The  stories  of  other  dogs  follow. 

Marjorie  Fleming  was  a little  Scottish  lassie  loved  by  Sir  Walter  Scott. 
The  story  of  her  brief  career  told  in  a simple  and  affecting  manner  com- 
pletes the  book. 
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Brown,  Thomas  Edward,  1830-1897.  Poems;  selected  and  ar- 
ranged, with  an  introd.  and  notes,  by  H.  F.  B.  and  H.  G.  D. 
Lond.,  Macmillan,  1915.  (Golden  treasury  series.) 

The  longer,  narrative  poems  are  written  in  Anglo-Manx  dialect,  full  of 
humor  and  of  sympathy  with  all  that  concerns  the  life  of  the  people  of  the 
Isle  of  Man,  Brown’s  birthplace.  The  beautiful  lyric  poems  are  marked  by 
great  simplicity  of  expression  as  well  as  a philosophical  depth  of  thought. 

Browne,  Sir  Thomas,  1605-1682.  Sir  Thomas  Browne’s  Religio 
medici , Letter  to  a friend,  &c,  and  Christian  morals;  ed.  by 
W.  A.  Greenhill.  Lond.,  Macmillan,  1910. 

The  religious  faith  of  a 17th  century  physician  formulated  as  a private 
devotional  exercise.  The  author’s  use  of  language  is  exceedingly  rich  and 
beautiful. 

His  Letter  to  a Friend  and  his  Observation  on  Christian  Morals  are  also 
in  this  volume. 

Browning,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Barrett),  1809-1861.  The  complete 
poetical  works  of  Elizabeth  Barrett  Browning . Bost.,  Hough- 
ton [cl900].  (Cambridge  ed.) 

“Mrs.  Browning’s  technique  is  uncertain,  and  she  never  freed  herself  from 
her  characteristic  faults  of  vagueness  and  unrestraint.  But  her  sympathy  with 
noble  causes,  the  elevation  and  ardor  of  her  moods  of  personal  emotion,  and 
the  distinction  of  her  utterance  at  its  best,  outbalance  these  negative  con- 
siderations.” 

Browning,  Robert,  1812-1889.  The  complete  poetic  and  dramatic 
works  of  Robert  Broivning.  Bost.,  Houghton  [cl895].  (Cam- 
bridge ed.) 

“Browning  is  obscure,  undoubtedly,  if  a poem  is  read  for  the  first  time 
without  any  hint  as  to  its  main  purport:  the  meaning  in  almost  every  case 
lies  more  or  less  below  the  surface.”  “He  is  not  so  much  enigmatic  as 
cryptic:  he  has  a meaning  evident  to  himself,  but  leaves  it  half  expressed 
or  merely  hinted  at.” 

Bryant,  William  Cullen,  1794-1878.  Poetical  works  of  William 
Cullen  Bryant . N.Y.,  Appleton,  1912.  (Household  ed.) 

“Intense  power  was  not  his,  nor  broad  creative  range,  nor  soaring  vision; 
his  marks  were  thoughtfulness  and  serenity.” 

Thanatopsis  and  Ode  to  a Waterfowl , the  richest  products  of  his  pen,  show 
Bryant  to  have  observed  and  appreciated  nature  with  the  vision  of  poetic 
interpretation. 

Bryce,  James  Bryce,  viscount,  1838-.  The  American  common- 
wealth; new  ed.  completely  rev.  throughout,  with  additional 
chapters.  N.Y.,  Macmillan,  1914.  2 v. 

The  most  penetrating  yet  sympathetic  analysis  of  the  problems  of  the 
United  States  as  a nation  ever  written.  The  author  is  an  English  statesman 
who  was  from  1907  to  1912  the  British  Ambassador  to  this  country. 

Studies  in  contemporary  biography . Lond.,  Macmillan,  1904. 

Masterly  character  studies  of  nineteen  notable  Britons  and  one  American 
of  Irish  birth,  all  of  whom,  with  a single  exception,  were  personally  known 
to  the  author. 
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Bulfinch, Thomas,  1796-1867.  The  golden  age  of  myth  & legend; 

being  a rev.  & enl.  ed.  of  “The  age  of  fable,”  ed.  by  George  H.  > 
Godfrey.  N.Y.,  Stokes,  n.d. 

The  Age  of  Fable  has  long  held  its  own  as  the  most  readable  and  attrac- 
tive account  of  Greek  and  Roman  mythology  for  the  general  reader.  This 
edition,  under  a new  title,  incorporates  the  original  text  with  only  such 
alterations  as  are  necessary  to  bring  the  matter  into  harmony  with  recent 
research.  The  author’s  scanty  chapters  on  the  mythology  of  the  East  and 
of  Northern  Europe  have  been  considerably  expanded  by  the  editor. 

The  illustrations  are  largely  taken  from  well-known  works  of  art. 

Bunyan,  John,  1628-1688.  The  pilgrim’s  progress  from  this  world 
to  that  which  is  to  come,  delivered  under  the  similitude  of  a 
dream;  wherein  is  discovered  the  manner  of  his  setting  out, 
his  dangerous  journey  and  safe  arrival  at  the  desired  country. 

N.Y.,  Scribner,  n.d.  Illustrated  by  Byam  Shaw. 

The  “immortal  allegory,”  next  to  the  Bible  the  most  widely  known  book 
in  religious  literature.  It  was  written  in  Bedford  jail  where  Bunyan  was  for 
twelve  years  a prisoner  for  his  convictions.  It  describes  the  troubled  journey 
of  Christian  and  his  companions  through  this  life  to  a triumphal  entrance 
into  the  Celestial  City. 

Bunyan  “wrote  with  virgin  purity  utterly  free  from  mannerisms  and  affec- 
tations; and  without  knowing  himself  for  a writer  of  fine  English,  pro- 
duced it.” 

Burke,  Edmund,  1729? -1797.  Selections  from  Edmund  Burke ; 
ed.  with  notes  and  introd.  by  Bliss  Periy.  N.Y.,  Holt  [cl896]. 

An  Irish  orator  of  supreme  rhetorical  ability  and  range  of  imagination. 

His  speeches  on  the  American  and  French  situation  at  the  time  of  the  Revo- 
lutions in  the  two  countries  are  characteristic  of  their  author  and  of  chief 
interest  to  the  American  reader.  This  volume  contains  five  utterances  giving 
full  interpretation  of  Burke’s  attitude  towards  America. 

Burns,  Robert,  1759-1796.  The  complete  poetical  works  of  Robert 
Burns . Bost.,  Houghton  [cl897].  (Cambridge  ed.) 

The  greatest  of  Scottish  lyrical  poets  and  song  writers.  He  wrote  mainly 
in  dialect.  His  poems  show  warm  passions  and  sympathies,  and  an  intense 
love  for  man  and  nature. 

Burroughs,  John,  1837-.  Wake-robin.  Bost.,  Houghton  [cl899]. 
(Riverside  Aldine  series.) 

A group  of  seven  essays  reflecting  the  author’s  familiar  observations  of 
nature.  All  of  them  are  devoted  to  bird  life,  and  the  suggestive  title  of  the 
book  is  the  popular  name  of  the  wild  wood  flower  which,  blooming  early  in 
the  spring,  is  associated  with  the  return  of  the  birds. 

Butler,  Samuel,  1612-1680.  Hudibras;  with  notes  and  a literary 
memoir  by  Treadway  Russel  Nash;  illus.  with  portraits,  and 
containing  a new  and  complete  index.  N.Y.,  Appleton,  1868. 

A bitterly  satirical  poem  directed  against  the  reputed  hypocrisy  and  cant 
of  the  Puritans  and  Independents.  It  is  a mock  epic  abounding  in  ridicule 
and  caustic  wit,  the  source  of  familiar  sayings  and  common  allusions  sur- 
viving to  this  day. 
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Byron,  George  Gordon  Noel  Byron,  6th  baron,  1788-1824.  The 
poetical  works  of  Lord  Byron ; the  only  complete  and  copy- 
right text  in  one  volume;  ed.,  with  a memoir  by  Ernest  Hart- 
ley Coleridge.  N.Y.,  Scribner,  1914. 

A celebrated  emotional  English  poet  of  great  versatility  and  range  of 
thought.  His  work  was  colored  by  his  owm  brilliant,  but  dissolute  and  dis- 
appointing career.  His  long  poem,  Childe  Harold's  Pilgrimage,  recording 
in  rich  verse  the  impressions  of  travel,  relates  his  own  experiences  and  be- 
trays his  restless  state  of  mind. 

The  life , letters  and  journals  of  Lord  Byron , by  Thomas 
Moore;  a complete  ed.  collected  and  arranged  with  notes  by 
Sir  Walter  Scott  [and  others].  Lond.,  Murray,  1908. 

“One  of  the  most  delightful  and  entertaining  biographies  in  our  litera- 
ture— a companion  volume,  in  every  way,  to  Boswell’s  ‘Johnson’  and  Lock- 
hart’s ‘Scott’.” 

The  edition  in  hand  is  a reproduction  of  an  early  edition  printed  in  double 
columns  and  illustrated  by  old-fashioned  copper-plates.  But  the  type  is 
clear  and  agreeable  to  the  eye. 


Camoens,  Luis  de,  1524? -1580.  The  Lusiads  of  Camoens;  tr.  into 
English  verse  by  J.  J.  Aubertin;  2d  ed.  Lond.,  Paul,  1884.  2v. 
A Portuguese  epic  poem  having  for  its  theme  the  character  and  achieve- 
ments of  the  navigator  Vasco  de  Gama  who  in  1497-98  found  a sea  route 
from  Europe  to  India  around  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

This  is  an  accurate  and  readable  version  in  which  the  original  text  and 
the  translation  face  each  other  on  opposite  pages  in  corresponding  stanzas. 

Campbell,  Thomas,  1777-1844.  Poems  of  Thomas  Campbell; 
selected  and  arranged  by  Lewis  Campbell.  Lond.,  Macmillan, 
1904.  (Golden  treasury  series.) 

Though  not  one  of  the  English  poets  of  first  rank,  his  poems  of  the  sea 
and  of  battle  are  noteworthy,  and  his  Pleasures  of  Hope , written  when  he 
was  only  22,  had  extraordinary  popularity  in  his  day. 

Carlyle,  Mrs.  Jane  Baillie  (Welsh),  1801-1866.  Letters  and 
memorials  prepared  for  publication  by  Thomas  Carlyle;  ed. 
by  James  Anthony  Froude.  N.Y.,  Scribner,  1913.  2 v. 
Through  the  medium  of  these  frank,  pungent,  witty  letters  is  revealed  a 
personality  of  rare  charm,  vivid  and  magnetic.  Carlyle  too  stands  out  as  a 
living  figure,  and  the  whole  circle  of  their  friends — the  most  interesting 
figures  of  the  day — move  through  the  pages. 

Carlyle,  Thomas,  1795-1881.  The  French  Revolution ; a history. 
N.Y.,  Scribner,  n.d.  (Centenary  ed.) 

Carlyle’s  masterpiece.  Written  in  language  so  powerful  and  with  move- 
ment so  swift  that  the  reader  seems  to  enter  into  the  actual  scenes  of  those 
terrible  days  as  if  they  were  taking  place  before  his  eyes. 

On  heroes , hero-worship  and  the  heroic  in  history.  N.Y., 
Scribner  [1899?].  (Centenary  ed.) 

“ Heroes  and  Hero  Worship  was  its  author’s  chief,  if  not  his  only,  bid  for 
popularity,  and  has,  perhaps,  remained  the  most  popular  of  his  works.” 
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Past  and  present . N.Y.,  Scribner,  n.d.  (Centenary  ed.) 

“Such  an  appeal  to  the  honor  and  conscience  of  England  as  cannot  be 
forgotten.” 

Sartor  resartus;  the  life  and  opinions  of  Herr  Teufelsdrockh, 
in  three  books.  N.Y.,  Scribner,  1897.  (Centenary  ed.) 

It  is  based  on  the  pretended  discovery  of  a German  volume  on  Clothes , 
their  origin  and  influence.  “It  is  a revolt  of  reality  against  the  empire  of 
proprieties,  appearances  and  shams.”  Though  encumbered  by  its  confused 
style,  it  has  been  and  continues  to  be  a work  of  great  power  and  influence. 

Cervantes  Saavedra,  Miguel  de,  1547-1616.  That  imaginative 
gentleman  Don  Quijote  de  la  Mancha ; tr.  into  English  by 
Robinson  Smith.  Lond.,  Routledge,  n.d. 

A travesty  on  knight  errantry  full  of  ludicrous  adventure,  yet  giving  a true 
insight  into  the  life  and  manners  of  Spain  in  the  16th  century. 

The  present  translation  is  a recent  one  done  by  a talented  student  of 
Cervantes  who  made  his  home  in  Spain  for  the  sake  of  the  true  atmosphere 
and  spirit. 

Chamisso,  Adelbert  von,  1781-1838.  The  shadowless  man , Peter 
Schlemihl;  tr.  by  Sir  John  Bowring  and  illus.  by  Gordon 
Browne.  N.Y.,  Warne,  1910. 

A story  which  for  a century  has  enjoyed  a deserved  and  universal  renown. 
The  theme  is  based  on  the  popular  superstition  that  a man  might  lose  his 
shadow,  the  devil  carrying  it  off  when  he  could  not  get  the  man  himself  into 
his  power. 

Chanson  de  Roland.  The  song  of  Roland ; tr.  into  English  verse 
by  Arthur  S.  Way.  Camb.,  University  pr.,  1913. 

An  epic  in  praise  of  the  valiant  deeds  of  a hero  of  medieval  romance,  who, 
as  one  of  Charlemagne’s  paladins,  met  a tragic  death  at  the  hands  of  the 
Moors  in  the  battle  of  Roncevalles  in  the  year  778. 

Chaucer,  Goeffrey,  1340? -1400.  Chaucer  s Canterbury  tales;  ed. 
with  notes  and  introd.  by  Alfred  W.  Pollard.  Lond.,  Mac- 
millan, 1907.  2 v. 

Chaucer  is  known  as  the  father  of  English  poetry,  and  the  Canterbury 
Tales  is  conspiciously  his  greatest  work.  Twenty-nine  pilgrims  about  to 
commence  a pilgrimage  to  the  shrine  of  A’  Becket  at  Canterbury  meet  at  the 
Tabard  Inn  at  Southwark  and  it  is  proposed  that  each  shall  tell  two  tales, 
going  and  returning,  to  beguile  the  journey.  The  scheme  was  never  com- 
pleted. Twenty-four  of  the  tales  survive  of  which  four  are  incomplete. 

“Splendor  of  narrative,  richness  of  fancy,  a powerful  style  in  delineating 
character  and  manners,  and  an  animated  vein  of  comic  humor,  each  takes  its 
turn  in  this  wonderful  performance.” 

The  complete  poetical  works  of  Goeffrey  Chaucer  now  first  put 
into  modern  English  by  John  S.  P.  Tatlock  and  Percy  Mac- 
Kaye;  illus.  by  Warwick  Goble.  N.Y.,  Macmillan,  1914. 
(The  modern  reader’s  Chaucer.) 

A prose  rendering  in  modern  language  for  the  general  reader.  Besides 
the  Canterbury  Tales , this  volume  includes  transcriptions  of  all  of  Chaucer’s 
poetry  and  prose  except  a few  doubtful  and  repetitious  elements. 
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Chesterfield,  Philip  Dormer  Stanhope,  4th  earl  of,  1694-1773. 
The  best  letters  of  Lord  Chesterfield ; letters  to  his  son  and 
letters  to  his  godson,  by  Philip  Dormer  Stanhope,  earl  of 
Chesterfield;  ed.  with  an  introd.  by  Edward  Gilpin  Johnson; 
6th  ed.  Chic.,  McClurg,  1913.  (Laurel-crowned  letters.) 
Selections  from  the  famous  letters  of  this  man  of  fashion  admonishing  his 
son  in  the  art  and  graces  of  the  finished  gentleman  according  to  the  stand- 
ards of  the  time  of  George  III. 

Cicero,  Marcus  Tullius,  B.C.  106-43.  Two  essays:  On  old  age 
& Friendship ; tr.  from  the  Latin  of  Cicero,  by  E.  S.  Shuck- 
burgh.  Lond.,  Macmillan,  1903.  (Golden  treasury  series.) 
De  Senectute  and  De  Amicitia , essays  famed  for  their  graceful  style  and 
exquisite  delicacy  of  feeling. 

Clemens,  Samuel  Langhorne,  1835-1910.  The  adventures  of 
Huckleberry  Finn  (Tom  Sawyer’s  comrade),  by  Mark  Twain 
[pseud].  N.Y.,  Harper  [cl912]. 

Hiick  Finn  will  probably  stand  as  the  best  of  Mark  Twain’s  purely  fic- 
tional writings.  E.  C.  Stedman,  Brander  Matthews,  and  Andrew  Lang  have 
all  so  ranked  it,  and  Robert  Louis  Stevenson  once  wrote  “It  is  a book  I have 
read  four  times,  and  am  quite  ready  to  begin  again  tomorrow.” 

The  adventures  of  Tom  Sawyer , by  Mark  Twain  [pseud]. 
N.Y.,  Harper  [cl903]. 

A classic  of  American  humor  indulgent  of  the  escapades  of  boyhood. 

The  innocents  abroad;  or,  The  new  pilgrims’  progress;  being 
some  account  of  the  steamship  Quaker  City’s  pleasure  excur- 
sion to  Europe  and  the  Holy  Land,  by  Mark  Twain  [pseud.]. 
N.Y.,  Harper  [cl911]. 

Won  great  popularity  as  Mark  Twain’s  extravagant  account  of  his  Euro- 
pean travels,  though  the  humor  at  times  seems  too  insistent  and  obvious  for 
those  expecting  subtlety  in  humorous  writing. 

Clough,  Arthur  Hugh,  1819-1861.  Selections  from  the  poems  of 
Arthur  Hugh  Clough . Lond.,  Macmillan,  1914.  (Golden 

treasury  series.) 

“The  poetry  of  Clough  will  never  appeal  to  a Very  wide  circle  of  readers. 

. . . But  for  the  student  of  nineteenth  century  thought  and  its  development 
in  literature,  his  writings  possess  almost  unique  interest  and  value.  For 
they  are  the  utterance  of  a man  of  whom  Mr.  Lowell,  without  exaggeration, 
has  written:  T have  a foreboding  that  Clough  . . . will  be  thought  a hun- 
dred years  hence  to  have  been  the  truest  expression  in  verse  of  the  moral 
and  intellectual  tendencies,  the  doubt  and  struggle  towards  settled  convic- 
tions, of  the  period  in  which  he  lived.’  ” 

Coleridge,  Samuel  Taylor,  1772-1834.  The  poetical  works  of 
Samuel  Taylor  Coleridge ; ed.  with  a biographical  introd.  by 
James  Dykes  Campbell.  Lond.,  Macmillan,  1909. 

An  English  poet,  philosopher  and  critic.  His  chief  claim  to  lasting  fame 
in  poetry  rests  on  his  weird  ballad  of  the  sea,  The  Rime  of  the  Ancient 
Mariner , and  the  mystic  poem  Christabel. 


16 


THE  BOOKS  IN  THE  ALCOVE 


Collins,  William  Wilkie,  1824-1889.  The  moonstone;  a novel. 
N.Y.,  Harper  [cl874]. 

An  early  example  of  the  detective  story  unraveling  the  mystery  surround- 
ing the  possession  of  a sacred  jewel  from  India. 

Conrad,  Joseph,  1857-.  Lord  Jim;  a romance.  Garden  City, 
Doubleday,  1915. 

A merciless  analysis  of  a man  who,  branded  as  a coward  among  his 
fellows,  found  himself  ultimately  a demi-god  among  the  Malay  savages. 

Much  of  the  incident  of  the  Orient  is  drawn  from  scenes  in  the  life  of 
Rajah  Brooke  of  Sarawak. 

Cooper,  James  Fenimore,  1789-1851.  The  deer  slayer;  or,  The 
first  war-path.  N.Y.,  Putnam,  n.d.  (Mohawk  ed.) 

Cooper  was  a great  story-teller.  His  novels  are  essentially  American,  and 
through  them  Europe  first  gained  a comprehension  of  life  and  scenes  in 
America.  Cooper  wrote  with  a patriotic  impulse,  and  his  spirit  and  manner 
have  characterized  him  as  the  American  Scott. 

The  last  of  the  Mohicans;  or,  A narrative  of  1757.  N.Y.,  Put- 
nam, n.d.  (Mohawk  ed.) 

This  and  The  Deer  slayer  are  examples  of  Cooper’s  Leatherstocking  Tales 
giving  firsthand  observations  of  the  best  type  of  American  Indians.  These 
tales  were  inspired  by  the  author’s  own  early  experience  in  the  frontiers  of 
New  York  State  at  the  beginning  of  the  19th  century. 

The  pilot;  a tale  of  the  sea.  N.Y.,  Putnam  [pref.  1849]. 
(Mohawk  ed.) 

“The  first  salt-water  novel  ever  written,  and  one  of  the  very  best.”  Defec- 
tive in  plot  and  character  drawing,  but  remarkable  for  its  vivid  scenes  of 
the  sea. 

Cowper,  William,  1731-1800.  Letters  of  William  Cow  per;  ed. 
with  introd.  by  W.  Benham.  Lond.,  Macmillan,  1914.  (Golden 
treasury  series.) 

“The  charm  of  Cowper’s  correspondence  consists  in  this  succession  of 
images  of  thought,  and  of  shades  of  meaning  unfolded  with  varying  vivacity, 
but  in  an  equable  and  peaceful  course.  In  his  letters  we  can  best  apprehend 
the  true  sources  of  his  poetry,  of  the  true  domestic  poetry  of  private  life.” 

Selections  from  Cowper  s poems;  with  introd.  by  Mrs.  Oli- 
phant.  Lond.,  Macmillan,  1912.  (Golden  treasury  series.) 
A poet  of  domestic  virtues,  and  a favorite  of  deeply  religious  minds.  It  is 
chiefly  upon  his  great  poem  The  Task  that  Cowper’s  position  as  an  original 
power  in  poetry  rests. 

Extracts  from  The  Task  are  found  in  this  collection. 

Craik,  Mrs.  Dinah  Maria  (Mulock),  1826-1887.  John  Halifax , 
gentleman . N.Y.,  Harper  [c!859]. 

A novel  of  English  provincial  life.  It  follows  the  career  of  a youth  of 
humble  origin  whose  genuine  and  lovable  qualities  win  for  him  merited 
recognition  as  a gentleman. 

The  book  appeals  especially  to  young  people. 

Crothers,  Samuel  McChord,  1857-.  The  gentle  reader.  Bost., 
Houghton,  1903. 

Crothers  is  the  true  successor  of  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes.  Kindly,  mellow 
humor  and  sprightly  fancy  characterize  his  essays. 
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Curtis,  George  William,  1824-1892.  Prue  and  L N.Y.,  Harper, 
1899. 

A story  of  quiet  life  and  devotion  to  home  and  duty,  written  with  pleasing 
humor  by  a gifted  American  essayist  and  orator. 

Dana,  Richard  Henry,  1815-1882.  Two  years  before  the  mast ; a 
personal  narrative,  with  a supplement  by  the  author  and  in- 
trod.  and  additional  chapter  by  his  son.  Bost.,  Houghton 
[cl911] . 

Recommended  for  boys,  but  eminently  suitable  for  men.  A Harvard 
student  leaves  college  for  a two  years’  cruise  around  the  Horn  to  California 
as  a member  of  the  crew  of  a sailing  vessel.  He  describes  in  vivid  language 
the  adventures  and  hardships  of  a sailor’s  life  in  the  early  days  of  American 
shipping. 

This  American  book  is  so  preeminent  in  the  literature  of  the  sea  that 
England  at  one  time  gave  a copy  of  it  to  every  sailor  in  the  Royal  Navy. 

Dante  Alighieri,  1265-1321.  The  divine  comedy;  tr.  by  Henry 
Wadsworth  Longfellow.  Bost.,  Houghton  [cl895]. 

“ The  Divine  Comedy  is  not  less  incomparable  in  its  beauty  than  in  its  vast 
compass,  the  variety  of  its  interest  and  in  the  harmony  of  its  form  with  its 
spirit.” 

The  new  life , tr.  by  Charles  Eliot  Norton.  Bost.,  Houghton 
[cl909]. 

“The  first  great  example  of  Italian  prose,  the  first  revelation  of  the  genius 
of  the  greatest  medieval  poet,  and  the  incarnation  of  that  romantic  concep- 
tion of  ideal  love  by  which  the  Middle  Ages  might  fairly  claim  to  have 
augmented  the  heritage  bequeathed  by  antiquity.  The  main  note  of  Dante’s 
genius  here  is  its  exquisite  and  unearthly  spirituality,  which,  indeed,  is  visible 
in  much  of  the  poetry  and  art  of  the  time,  but  attains  its  most  intense  ex- 
pression in  him.” 

Darwin,  Charles  Robert,  1809-1882.  The  origin  of  species  by 
means  of  natural  selection;  or,  The  preservation  of  favored 
races  in  the  struggle  for  life;  with  additions  and  corrections 
from  the  6th  and  last  English  ed.  N.Y.,  Appleton,  1912. 

Published  in  1859,  propounding  the  theory  of  “natural  selection”  or  “sur- 
vival of  the  fittest”  as  the  principle  of  development  of  species,  the  effect  of 
this  work  was  sensational. 

“The  book  made  an  era  not  only  in  science,  but  in  scientific  controversy, 
and  not  merely  in  scientific  controversy,  but  in  controversy  expanding  into 
all  circles  and  among  all  intelligences.” 

The  descent  of  man  and  selection  in  relation  to  sex;  2d  ed. 
rev.  & augm.  N.Y.,  Appleton,  1913. 

Almost  as  epoch-making  as  his  earlier  work  on  the  Origin  of  Species,  this 
treatise  proclaims  with  scientific  thoroughness  the  principle  of  man’s  evolu- 
tion from  primitive  animal  types. 

Daudet,  Alphonse,  1840-1897.  Tartarin  of  Tarascon;  Tartar  in 
on  the  Alps;  Artists’  wives.  Bost.,  Little  [cl900].  (Handy 
library  ed.) 

A record  of  the  preposterous  travels  and  hunting  adventures  of  a French 
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braggart,  written  as  a satire  on  the  extravagant  stories  told  by  the  explorers 
of  the  author’s  day. 

A sequel,  Tartarin  on  the  Alps,  follows,  and  Artists  Wives  completes  the 
book. 

Monday  tales;  Letters  from  my  mill;  Letters  to  an  absent  one. 
Bost.,  Little  [cl900].  (Handy  library  ed.) 

“In  the  Lettres  de  mon  Moulin  we  find  exemplified,  apart  from  the  perfec- 
tion of  style  which  has  characterized  everything  that  Daudet  has  ever  written, 
his  supreme  qualities  of  pity,  fancy,  and  humor.”  These  qualities  pervade 
all  the  writings  included  in  this  volume. 

Defoe,  Daniel,  1661-1731.  Robinson  Crusoe;  ed.  after  the  origi- 
nal editions,  by  J.  W.  Clark.  Lond.,  Macmillan,  1899.  (Golden 
treasury  series.) 

This  famous  castaway  story  is  supposed  to  have  been  suggested  by  the 
solitary  sojourn  of  Alexander  Selkirk  on  the  island  of  Juan  Fernandez  in 
the  Pacific  Ocean.  It  “contains  more  philosophy,  more  psychology,  more 
political  economy,  more  anthropology  than  are  found  in  many  elaborate 
treatises  on  these  special  subjects.” 

Deland,  Mrs.  Margaret  Wade  (Campbell),  1857-.  Old  Chester 
tales;  with  illus.  by  Howard  Pyle.  N.Y.,  Harper,  1899. 

A group  of  slightly  related  stories  of  great  tenderness  and  charm,  the 
scenes  being  laid  in  the  quaint  and  simple  environment  of  a Pennsylvania 
village.  “Dr.  Lavendar”  is  the  lovable  central  figure  of  the  book. 

Demosthenes,  B.C.  384?-322.  The  crown , the  Philippics , and 
ten  other  orations;  tr.  by  C.  Rann-Kennedy.  Lond.,  Dent, 
[1911].  (Everyman’s  library.) 

A collection  of  the  best  known  speeches  of  the  greatest  orator  of  ancient 
times. 

His  speech  on  the  Crown  reviewing  his  own  statesmanship  is  regarded  as 
the  supreme  masterpiece  of  oratory. 

The  Philippics  are  powerful  patriotic  addresses  directed  against  Philip  of 
Macedon  who  was  menacing  the  liberties  of  the  Greeks. 

De  Quincey,  Thomas,  1785-1859.  The  confessions  of  an  English 
opium-eater , and  other  essays.  Lond.,  Macmillan,  1906.  (Li- 
brary of  English  classics.) 

The  Confessions  were  written  by  the  gifted  author  as  a faithful  statement 
of  his  own  experience  when  under  the  influence  of  the  opium  to  which  he 
was  addicted. 

The  other  essays  in  the  volume  are  The  Daughter  of  Lebanon , On  Murder 
Considered  as  One  of  the  Fine  Arts , The  Spanish  Military  Nun , and  The 
English  Mail-Coach. 

Dickens,  Charles,  1812-1870.  The  adventures  of  Oliver  Twist , 
with  introd.  and  notes  by  Andrew  Lang;  with  the  original 
illus.  Lond.,  Chapman,  n.d.  (Gadshill  ed.) 

The  author’s  first  regular  novel.  It  is  a tale  of  the  criminal  classes  in 
London,  revealing  great  tragic  power,  though  inferior  in  literary  merit  to  the 
author’s  best  writing. 

Bleak  house;  with  introd.  and  notes  by  Andrew  Lang;  with 
the  original  illus.  Lond.,  Chapman,  n.d.  2 v.  (Gadshill  ed.) 
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A powerful  tragic  novel  of  the  interminable  processes  of  the  Courts  of 
Chancery  with  their  attendant  woes.  Depressing  in  parts,  but  absorbing  and 
often  richly  entertaining. 

Christmas  boohs;  with  an  introcl.  by  Andrew  Lang;  with  the 
original  illus.  Lond.,  Chapman,  n.d.  (Gadshill  ed.) 

In  addition  to  the  universal  and  undying  favorites  A Christmas  Carol  and 
The  Cricket  on  the  Hearth , the  book  contains  a burning  plea  for  the  poor 
and  oppressed  entitled  The  Chimes  which  merits  greater  familiarity  than  it 
enjoys,  and  two  less  distinguished  contributions,  The  Battle  of  Life  and  The 
Haunted  Man. 

The  personal  history  of  David  Cop  per  field;  with  introd.  and 
notes  by  Andrew  Lang;  with  the  original  illus.  Lond.,  Chap- 
man, n.d.  2 v.  (Gadshill  ed.) 

Acknowledged  to  be  Dickens’s  masterpiece  and  regarded  by  himself  as  his 
best  work.  The  hero’s  experiences  relate  to  the  author’s  own  early  life.  The 
novel  abounds  in  unique  characters  exemplifying  Dickens’s  peculiar  genius 
of  character  creation. 

The  posthumous  papers  of  the  Pickwick  Club;  with  introd. 
and  notes  by  Andrew  Lang.  Lond.,  Chapman,  n.  d.  2 v. 
(Gadshill  ed.) 

Dickens’s  earliest  complete  book,  and  perhaps  his  most  typical  and  popu- 
lar work.  It  is  characterized  by  exuberant  humor  connected  with  the  doings 
of  a company  of  remarkably  original  and  eccentric  individuals. 

Dickinson,  Emily,  1830-1886.  Poems;  ed.  by  two  of  her  friends, 
Mabel  Loomis  Todd  and  T.  W.  Higginson.  Bost.,  Little,  1915. 
Poems  written  without  thought  of  publication  by  a New  England  woman 
who  was  a recluse  by  temperament  and  habit.  Her  verses  are  sometimes 
very  brief  and  seemingly  whimsical,  but  they  contain  “flashes  of  wholly  origi- 
nal and  profound  insight  into  nature  and  life.” 

Dobson,  Henry  Austin,  1840-.  Collected  poems;  9th  ed.  Lond., 
Paul,  1914. 

Dainty,  finished  vers  de  societe  in  which  occasionally  a deeper  note  is 
struck. 

Dodgson,  Charles  Lutwidge,  1832-1898.  Alice’s  adventures  in 
wonderland , and  Through  the  looking-glass , by  Lewis  Carroll 
[pseud.]  with  ninety-two  illus.  by  John  Tenniel;  new  ed.  in 
1 v.  N.Y.,  Macmillan,  1913. 

“The  Grownup  and  the  Prillilgirl 
Were  walking  hand  in  hand; 

They  were  as  pleased  as  Punch  to  be 
Alone  in  Wonderland: 

‘If  there  were  other  books  like  this,’ 

They  said,  ‘it  would  be  grand.’ 


‘But  will,’  the  Prillilgirl  inquired, 
‘His  writings  ever  die? 

Will  people  always  love  his  books 
The  same  as  you  and  I?’ 

‘There  is  no  doubt  at  all  of  that,’ 
The  Grownup  made  reply.” 
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Dowden,  Edward,  1843-1913.  Shakspere;  a critical  study  of  his 
mind  and  art.  N.Y.,  Harper,  n.d. 

An  interpretation  of  the  progressive  development  of  the  mind  of  Shake- 
speare as  revealed  by  a study  of  the  plays  in  the  supposed  order  of  their 
writing.  Constructive  and  inspiring. 

Dryden,  John,  1631-1700.  The  poetical  works  of  John  Dryden 
[ed.  by  George  R.  Noyes].  Bost.,  Houghton,  [cl909].  (Cam- 
bridge ed.) 

“Dryden  did  not  attain  to  the  highest  regions  of  poetry.  He  could  not 
portray  what  is  deepest  and  finest  in  human  experience.  But  he  was  a virile 
thinker  and  a master  of  the  English  tongue.” 

This  volume  does  not  include  his  dramas  but  all  of  his  other  poetical 
works  together  with  about  one-half  of  his  critical  essays. 

Dumas,  Alexandre,  1803-1870.  The  Count  of  Monte  Cristo.  Bost., 
Little  [cl894].  3 v.  (Handy  library  ed.) 

The  three  musketeers.  Bost.,  Little  [cl893].  2 v.  (Handy 

library  ed.) 

Twenty  years  after . Bost.,  Little  [cl893].  2 v.  (Handy  li- 

brary ed.) 

Whatever  criticism  may  be  offered  of  Dumas  from  the  standpoint  of  his- 
torical accuracy  or  literary  style,  he  remains  the  most  popular  of  story-tellers. 
One  of  his  own  countrymen  has  called  him  “the  king  of  the  serial,”  and  he 
never  more  fully  merits  the  title  than  in  the  d’Artagnan  romances  begun  in 
The  Three  Musketeers  and  continued  in  Twenty  Years  After. 

Du  Maurier,  George,  1834-1896.  Peter  Ibbetson , with  an  introd. 

by  his  cousin  Lady  (“Madge  Plunkett”)  ed.  and  illus. 

by  George  Du  Maurier.  N.Y.,  Harper  [cl891J. 

An  exquisite  romance  of  dreams  into  which  is  woven  memories  of  the 
author’s  childhood  in  France. 

Trilby ; a novel;  with  illus.  by  the  author.  N.Y.,  Harper 
[cl894]. 

A story  of  artist  life  in  the  Latin  Quarter  of  Paris,  the  central  figure  of 
which  is  an  artist’s  model.  The  dramatic  phase  develops  in  the  hypnotic 
power  of  a repulsive  musician  who  makes  the  tone-deaf  model  to  become  the 
greatest  singer  of  all  time.  The  story  has  all  the  charm  of  a personal 
recollection. 

Edgeworth,  Maria,  1767-1849.  Castle  Rackrent  & The  absentee , 
with  an  introd.  by  Anne  Thackeray  Ritchie;  illus.  by  Chris 
Hammond.  Lond.,  Macmillan,  1903. 

Stories  of  Ireland  giving  sympathetic  and  accurate  insight  into  Irish  life 
and  character  and  the  hardships  suffered  by  the  people  under  the  landlord 
system. 

Eliot,  George,  pseud.,  1819-1880.  Adam  Bede.  Edin.,  Black- 
wood, n.d.  2 v.  (Standard  ed.) 

A story  of  English  village  life  a hundred  years  ago.  Two  of  George  Eliot’s 
best  known  portraits,  the  “rustic  aphorist”  Mrs.  Poyser  and  Dinah  Morris 
the  inspired  preacher,  are  among  the  characters.  The  latter  portrait  is  drawn 
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from  an  aunt  of  the  author  and  many  of  the  other  characters  are  studied 
from  people  she  knew  and  loved. 

The  mill  on  the  Floss.  Edin.,  Blackwood,  n.d.  (Standard  ed.) 
The  scene  is  laid  in  the  author’s  own  environment,  and  the  incidents,  ex- 
periences, and  the  character  analysis  are  developed  from  her  own  life  and 
surroundings. 

Romola.  Edin.,  Blackwood,  n.d.  2 v.  (Standard  ed.) 

A highly  finished,  studied,  and  somewhat  stilted  historical  romance  intro- 
ducing the  reader  to  Savonarola,  the  Medici,  and  the  city  of  Florence  in  the 
era  of  the  Italian  Renaissance. 

Silas  Marner;  with  illus.  by  Hugh  Thomson.  Lond.,  Mac- 
millan, 1907. 

This  work  in  which  tragedy,  love,  humor,  and  philosophy  are  blended  into 
a story  of  great  unity  is  often  accepted  as  exhibiting  the  author’s  ablest 
writing. 

Emerson,  Ralph  Waldo,  1803-1882.  Essays;  ser.  1-2.  Bost., 
Houghton  [cl903].  2 v.  (Centenary  ed.  with  notes  by  Ed- 

ward Waldo  Emerson.) 

“Everything  Emerson  wrote  belongs  to  literature,  and  to  literature  in  its 
highest  and  most  serious  mood.  . . . All  Emerson’s  aspirations  were  toward 
greatness  of  character,  greatness  of  wisdom,  nobility  of  soul.” 

Poems . Bost.,  Houghton  [cl904].  (Centenary  ed.  with  notes 
by  Edward  Waldo  Emerson.) 

“Taken  as  a whole,  Emerson’s  poetry  is  of  that  kind  which  springs,  not 
from  excitement  of  passion  or  feeling,  but  from  an  intellectual  demand  for 
intense  sublimated  expression.” 

Epictetus,  b.  A.D.  60.  The  works  of  Epictetus , consisting  of  his 
Discourses,  in  four  books,  the  Enchiridion,'  and  fragments;  tr. 
from  the  Greek  by  Thomas  Wentworth  Higginson;  a new  & 
rev.  ed.  Bost,  Little,  1912. 

The  observations  of  a Roman  stoic  philosopher  of  the  first  century. 
Though  he  was  of  humble  origin,  his  Discourses  are  comparable  in  moral  and 
intellectual  force  with  the  famous  “Meditations”  of  the  Emperor  Marcus 
Aurelius. 

Erckmann,  Emile,  1822-1899,  & Chatrian,  Alexandre,  1826-1890. 
Friend  Fritz;  a tale  of  the  banks  of  the  Lauter;  tr.  from  the 
French.  N.Y.,  Scribner,  1911. 

One  of  the  series  of  Alsatian  peasant  stories  written  jointly  by  these  two 
well-known  French  historical  novelists. 

Euripides,  B.C.  480-406.  Euripides;  tr.  into  English  rhyming 
verse  by  Gilbert  Murray;  5th  ed.  N.Y.,  Longmans,  1915. 

A celebrated  Athenian  tragic  poet,  eighteen  of  whose  75  plays  are  extant. 
This  volume  contains  the  Hippolytus  and  The  Bacchae  as  representative, 
and  concludes  with  Aristophanes’  comedy  The  Frogs , which  was  a satire 
on  Euripides. 

The  introductory  essay  is  of  great  value  in  elucidating  The  Bacchae 
especially. 

The  Alcestis;  tr.  into  English  rhyming  verse,  with  explana- 
tory notes  by  Gilbert  Murray.  Lond.,  Allen  [1915]. 
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The  Electra  of  Euripides;  tr.  into  English  rhyming  verse,  with 
explanatory  notes  by  Gilbert  Murray.  Lond.,  Allen,  1914. 
(The  Athenian  drama  for  English  readers.) 

The  Iphigenia  in  Tauris  of  Euripides;  tr.  into  English  rhym- 
ing verse,  with  explanatory  notes,  by  Gilbert  Murray.  Lond., 
Allen,  1913.  (The  Athenian  drama  for  English  readers.) 

The  Medea  of  Euripides;  tr.  into  English  rhyming  verse,  with 
explanatory  notes,  by  Gilbert  Murray.  Lond.,  Allen,  1913. 
(The  Athenian  drama  for  English  readers.) 

The  Trojan  women  of  Euripides;  tr.  into  English  rhyming 
verse,  with  explanatory  notes  by  Gilbert  Murray.  Lond., 
Allen,  1914.  (The  Athenian  drama  for  English  readers.) 

Less  bound  by  the  laws  of  the  Greek  drama  than  TEschylus  or  Sophocles, 
Euripides  became  “the  virtual  founder  of  the  romantic  drama.”  More  than 
any  other  dramatist  of  ancient  times  Euripides  was  in  sympathy  with  the 
modern  spirit. 

Evelyn,  John,  1620-1706.  The  diary  of  John  Evelyn ; with  an 
introd.  and  notes  by  Austin  Dobson.  Lond.,  Macmillan,  1906. 
3 v. 

A continous  personal  record  of  fifty-six  years  through  the  latter  part  of  the 
17th  century.  Though  less  sprightly  than  the  diary  of  Samuel  Pepys,  his 
contemporary,  it  is  even  more  true  as  a picture  of  life  during  one  of  the 
most  romantic  periods  in  English  annals. 

Ewing,  Mrs.  Juliana  Horatia  (Gatty),  1841-1885.  Jackanapes , 

and  other  tales,  by  J.  H.  Ewing;  illus.  by  H.  M.  Brock.  Lond., 
Bell,  1916. 

“A  sorrowful  story,  and  ending  badly?  Nay,  for  there  is  a heritage  of 
heroic  example  and  noble  obligation,  not  reckoned  in  the  Wealth  of  Nations, 
but  essential  to  a nation’s  life.”  Thus  Mrs.  Ewing  concludes  Jackanapes, 
her  best-known  story,  which  has  been  called  “a  flash  of  genius.” 

The  “other  tales”  are  Daddy  Darwin  s Dovecot  and  The  Story  of  a Short 
Life , the  latter  being  an  artistic  and  touching  story  of  a brief  child-life  giv- 
ing expression  to  the  essential  manliness  and  heroism  in  a boy’s  nature. 

Though  written  for  children,  the  full  appreciation  of  all  three  stories  is 
reserved  for  a ripened  judgment  and  maturer  taste.  Written  nearly  forty 
years  ago,  the  two  “military  tales”  have  at  this  day  a peculiarly  timely 
appeal. 

Fabre,  Jean  Henri  Casimir,  1823-1915.  The  life  of  the  spider; 
tr.  by  Alexander  Teixeira  de  Mattos;  with  a pref.  by  Maurice 
Maeterlinck.  N.Y.,  Dodd,  1914. 

The  author  was  a Provengal  peasant  who  became  a great  entomologist  and 
interpreter  of  insect  life.  This  volume  is  the  first  of  a series  of  translations 
of  the  author’s  Souvenirs  Entomologiques , containing  a preface  by  Maeter- 
linck introducing  Fabre  to  the  English-speaking  world  as  “the  insects’ 
Homer.” 

Fabre  writes  of  his  observations  of  his  friends,  the  insects,  “with  a keen 
sense  of  humor,  a quick  appreciation  of  the  dramatic  and  a grace  and  charm 
of  expression  that  never  in  the  history  of  science  have  been  equalled.” 


THE  BOOKS  IN  THE  ALCOVE 


23 


Faraday,  Michael,  1791-1867.  Experimental  researches  in  elec - 
tricity . Lond.,  Dent  [1912].  (Everyman’s  library.)  Intro- 
duction by  John  Tyndall. 

A group  of  the  brilliant  public  addresses  and  demonstrations  made  in 
England  during  the  second  quarter  of  the  nineteenth  century  by  the  man 
whom  Tyndall  called  the  “greatest  experimental  philosopher  the  world  has 
ever  seen.” 

Faraday’s  scientific' discoveries  were  many  and  momentous,  and  his  inves- 
tigations in  the  field  of  electro-magnetism  laid  the  foundations  of  modern 
electric  practice. 

The  Federalist.  The  Federalist ; or,  The  new  Constitution,  by 
Alex.  Hamilton,  J.  Jay  & J.  Madison.  Lond.,  Dent  [1911]. 
(Everyman’s  library.) 

“The  Federalist  consists  of  85  articles  or  essays  contributed  to  certain 
New  York  journals  from  the  autumn  of  1787  to  the  spring  of  1788.  Their 
purpose  was  to  persuade  the  people  of  the  State  of  New  York  to  ratify  the 
Constitution  which  had  just  been  drawn  up  by  the  Convention.  The  series 
was  planned  and  its  general  line  of  argument  marked  out  by  Alexander 
Hamilton  who  wrote  at  least  51  out  of  the  85  articles.” 

“ The  Federalist  was  the  first  noteworthy  treatise  on  federal  government 
. . . and  it  is  not  likely  to  lose  its  preeminence  for  a long  time  to  come.” 

Fenelon,  Frangois  de  Salignac  de  La  Mothe-,  abp,  of  Cambrai, 
1651-1715.  Adventures  of  Telemachus  . . . tr.  by  Dr.  Hawkes- 
worth,  with  a life  of  Fenelon  by  Lamartine,  an  essay  on  his 
genius  and  character  by  Villemain,  critical  and  bibliographi- 
cal notices,  etc.  etc.;  ed.  by  0.  W.  Wight.  Bost.,  Houghton 
[1887]. 

Relates  the  adventures  of  the  son  of  Ulysses  in  search  of  a father.  The 
work  was  composed  by  Fenelon  as  a manual  of  political  ethics  for  his  pupil, 
the  grandson  of  Louis  XIV,  on  his  approaching  manhood.  It  has  become  a 
classic  because  of  its  elegant  style  and  lofty  moral  conceptions. 

Fielding,  Henry,  1707-1754.  The  history  of  Tom  Jones , a found- 
ling. Lond.,  Macmillan,  1915.  2 v.  (Library  of  English 

classics.) 

“It  is  the  epic  of  youth  by  a master  of  comedy.  It  is  great  by  virtue  of  the 
fine  humor  and  satire,  the  clearness  and  unity  of  intellectual  structure,  its 
artistic  conduct  of  complicated  plot,  its  convincing  realism  in  character  and 
events.” 

Fiske,  John,  1842-1901.  The  critical  period  of  American  history , 
1783-1789.  Bost.,  Houghton  [cl916]. 

“Mr.  Fiske  talks  to  his  readers  and  tells  rather  than  writes  his  story.  It 
is  partly  for  this  reason  that  his  volumes  are  such  fascinating  material  for 
reading  aloud.” 

The  destiny  of  man  viewed  in  the  light  of  his  origin . Bost., 
Houghton  [cl912]. 

The  idea  of  God  as  affected  by  modern  knowledge.  Bost., 
Houghton  [cl913]. 

The  Destiny  of  Man  and  The  Idea  of  God  should  be  read  at  the  same  time 
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in  the  order  given,  as  combined  they  form  a clear  statement  of  the  creed  of 
the  Evolutionist. 

Forster,  John,  1812-1876.  The  life  of  Charles  Dickens , collected, 
arranged  and  annotated  by  B.  W.  Matz.  Lond.,  Chapman, 
1911.  2 v.  (Memorialed.) 

A familiar,  authentic,  revealing,  and  most  readable  biography  by  an  inti- 
mate friend.  Has  special  bearing  upon  Dickens’  literary  career  and  the  cir- 
cumstances surrounding  the  production  of  his  novels. 

This  edition  with  special  illustrations  of  great  interest  was  issued  in  anti- 
cipation of  the  Dickens  Centenary  in  1912. 

France,  Anatole,  1844-.  The  crime  of  Sylvestre  Bonnard ; a 
translation  by  Lafcadio  Hearn.  Lond.,  Lane,  1914. 

“Into  the  character  of  Sylvestre  Bonnard,  that  intelligent,  contemplative, 
ironical,  sweet-natured  old  philosopher,  the  author  has  put  most  of  himself.” 

The  gods  are  athirst ; authorized  translation  by  Alfred  Allin- 
son.  Lond.,  Lane,  1913. 

“The  most  profound  and  penetrating  of  all  historical  novels  revealing  the 
causes  of  the  French  Revolution.” 

Francesco  d’Assisi,  Saint,  1182-1226.  The  little  flowers  of  the 
glorious  Messer  St.  Francis  and  of  his  friars;  done  into  Eng- 
lish, by  W.  Heywood,  with  an  introd.  by  A.  G.  Ferrers  Howell. 
Lond.,  Methuen  [1906].  (The  library  of  devotion.) 

A collection  of  legendary  stories  relating  to  St.  Francis  exhibiting  his 
saintly  character  and  his  love  for  nature  and  his  fellowmen. 

Franklin,  Benjamin,  1706-1790.  The  autobiography  of  Benja- 
min Franklin;  the  unmutilated  and  correct  version,  comp,  and 
ed.,  with  notes  by  John  Bigelow.  N.Y.,  Putnam,  1912. 

“The  style  of  this  work  is  inimitable;  it  is  as  simple,  direct,  and  idiomatic 
as  Bunyan’s.”  It  is  the  straightforward  life-story  of  a typically  American 
character  endowed  with  great  powers  developed  by  self-education,  who 
exerted  vast  influence  as  a citizen  and  statesman  for  his  own  day  and  for 
the  future  of  his  country. 

Froebel,  Friedrich,  1782-1852.  The  education  of  man;  tr.  from 
the  German  and  annotated,  by  W.  N.  Hailman.  N.Y.,  Apple- 
ton  [cl887].  (International  education  series.) 

Statement  of  educational  principles  applied  to  different  stages  of  the  de- 
velopment of  early  childhood  by  the  distinguished  German  educational  re- 
former who  founded  the  Kindergarten. 

Froissart,  Jean,  1338? -1410?.  The  Chronicles  of  Froissart;  tr 
by  John  Bourchier,  Lord  Berners,  ed.  and  reduced  into  one 
volume  by G.C.Macauley.  Lond.,  Macmillan,  1913.  (Globe  ed.) 

“A  popular  Froissart  for  English  readers”  based  upon  Lord  Berners’s 
classic  translation. 

Contemporary  chronicles  by  a French  historian  recording  events  in 
“Englande,  Fraunce,  Spayne,  Portyugale,  Scotlande,  Bretayne,  Flaunders, 
and  other  places  adjoynynge”  during  the  fourteenth  century. 
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Froude,  James  Anthony,  1818-1894.  Caesar;  a sketch.  N.Y., 
Scribner,  n.d. 

An  able  study  of  Julius  Caesar  written  in  a most  pleasing  style,  making  an 
attractive  introduction  to  ancient  history  for  the  general  reader. 

Life  and  letters  of  Erasmus ; lectures  delivered  at  Oxford, 
1893-4.  N.Y.,  Scribner,  1912. 

A brilliant  study  of  the  character  and  thoughts  of  Erasmus. 

The  picture  of  the  state  of  Europe  just  before  the  Reformation,  as  seen 
through  the  eyes  of  this  great  medieval  scholar,  cannot  be  surpassed  in 
truth,  vividness  and  interest. 

Thomas  Carlyle ; a history  of  the  first  forty  years  of  his  life, 
1795-1835.  N.Y.,  Scribner,  1910.  2 v. 

Thomas  Carlyle;  a history  of  his  life  in  London,  1834-1881. 
N.Y.,  Scribner,  1910.  2 v. 

An  unsparing  revelation  of  Carlyle’s  self  and  his  intimate  relationships, 
set  forth  from  his  own  papers  with  almost  painful  fidelity  to  facts  and  with 
little  effort  to  soften  the  failings  in  this  disturbed  life. 

Gaskell,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Cleghorn  (Stevenson),  1810-1865. 
Cranford;  with  a pref.  by  Anne  Thackeray  Ritchie,  and  illus. 
by  Hugh  Thomson.  Lond.,  Macmillan,  1914. 

A pleasing  and  pathetic  story  of  quiet  life  in  a secluded  English  village 
among  well-bred  and  sheltered  women  of  limited  opportunities.  Supremely 
typical  of  the  literature  chronicling  small-community  life. 

The  original  of  Cranford  is  the  peaceful  village  of  Knutsford  in  Cheshire, 
England. 

The  life  of  Charlotte  Bronte;  with  an  introd.  and  notes  by 
Clement  K.  Shorter.  N.Y.,  Harper  [cl900].  (Haworth  ed.) 
A remarkable  biography  written  by  a personal  friend. 

Gautier,  Theophile,  1811-1872.  Captain  Fracasse;  tr.  by  Ellen 
Murray  Beam,  with  a frontispiece  by  Victor  A.  Searles.  Bost., 
Page  [1907]. 

A brilliant,  picturesque  story  of  the  adventures  of  a band  of  strolling 
players,  Moliere  being  one  of  the  characters.  Henry  James  calls  it  “the 
model  of  the  picaresque  romances.” 

Gibbon,  Edward,  1737-1794.  The  autobiographies  of  Edward 
Gibbon , printed  verbatim  from  hitherto  unpublished  mss., 
with  an  introd.  by  the  Earl  of  Sheffield;  ed.  by  John  Murray. 
Lond.,  Murray,  1896. 

Fragments  of  an  autobiography  in  the  form  in  which  they  were  left  by 
Gibbon.  His  friend,  the  Earl  of  Sheffield,  edited  the  material  embodied  in 
this  volume  and,  incorporating  with  it  passages  from  Gibbon’s  journal  and 
letters,  wove  the  complete  narrative  of  his  life.  Several  convenient  editions 
exist  of  the  revised  and  readable  form  of  the  autobiography  including  a 
recent  issue  in  Everyman  s Library . 

Gilbert,  Sir  William  Schwenck,  1836-1911.  The  Bab  ballads , 
with  which  are  included  Songs  of  a Savoyard;  with  350  illus. 
by  the  author;  6th  ed.  Lond.,  Macmillan,  1914. 
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Very  clever,  humorous,  and  satirical  verses  with  accompanying  grotesque 
sketches  by  the  man  who  wrote  the  librettos  of  the  “Savoy”  comic  operas. 

Goethe,  Johann  Wolfgang  von,  1749-1832.  Faust;  a tragedy; 
tr.,  in  the  original  metres  by  Bayard  Taylor.  Bost.,  Houghton 
[cl898].  2 v.  in  1. 

An  able  metrical  translation  by  a distinguished  American  man  of  letters. 
The  poems  of  Goethe;  tr.  in  the  original  metres  by  Edgar 
Alfred  Bowring.  Loncl.,  Bell,  1914. 

Translations  of  such  of  the  author’s  voluminous  poetical  writings  as  have 
interest  for  the  English  reader. 

Wilhelm  Meister s apprenticeship  and  travels;  tr.  from  the 
German  [by]  Thomas  Carlyle.  N.Y.,  Scribner,  n.  d.  2 v. 
(Centenary  ed.) 

First  published  in  English  in  1824,  this  translation  of  Goethe’s  novel  is  the 
first  independent  literary  contribution  made  by  Thomas  Carlyle. 

Gogol,  Nicolai  Vassilyevitch,  pseud.,  1809-1852.  Taras  Bulba; 
a tale  of  the  Cossacks;  tr.  from  the  Russian  by  Isabel  F.  Hap- 
good,  with  an  introd.  N.Y.,  Knopf,  1915. 

An  epic  in  poetic  prose  which  gives  a glowing  picture  of  the  Cossack 
struggle  with  the  Catholic  Poles  and  the  Mohammedan  Tartars  in  the  six- 
teenth century.  “It  stands  equally  with  his  other  volumes  in  the  first  rank 
in  poetry,  dramatic  power,  and  truth  to  life”  and  in  the  portrayal  of  national 
types. 

Goldoni,  Carlo,  1707-1793.  Memoirs;  tr.  from  the  original 
French  by  John  Black,  with  an  essay  by  William  D.  Howells. 
Bost.,  Osgood,  1877.  (Choice  autobiographies.) 

Autobiography  of  an  Italian  comic-dramatist  of  the  eighteenth  century  who 
spent  the  latter  part  of  his  life  in  Paris.  His  Italian  reminiscences  are  of 
chief  interest  “full  of  the  quaintest  and  most  varied  experience”  making  a 
whole  dead  world  alive  “a  world  of  small  ducal  and  princely  courts,  of  alien 
camps  ...  of  fantastic  and  conventional  culture  ...  of  a restricted  and 
frivolous  intellectual  life.” 

Goldsmith,  Oliver,  1728-1774.  She  stoops  to  conquer;  a comedy; 
with  drawings  by  Edwin  A.  Abbey.  N.Y.,  Harper  [cl886]. 
The  author’s  masterpiece.  A delightful  example  of  the  best  type  of  English 
society  comedy. 

This  edition  is  illustrated  with  drawings  that  give  a perfection  of  pic- 
torial interpretation. 

The  vicar  of  Wakefield;  with  a pref.  by  Austin  Dobson,  and 
illus.  by  Hugh  Thomson.  N.Y.,  Macmillan,  1915. 

This  novel  is  one  of  the  first  of  our  English  classics.  Written  with  a style 
of  perfect  quiet  and  simplicity  its  hold  is  due  to  its  domesticity  and  idyllic 
charm.  “Its  motive  is  to  enforce  the  truth  that  heroism  of  soul  may  rise 
triumphant  over  the  vanities  and  trials  of  daily  life.” 

Gordon,  Charles  George,  1833-1885.  The  journals  of  Major-gen. 
C.G.  Gordon,  at  Kartoum,  printed  from  the  original  mss.; 
introd.  and  notes  by  A.  Egmont  Hake.  Bost.,  Houghton,  1885. 
The  tragic  personal  record  of  the  lonely  vigil  of  General  Gordon  in  Khar- 
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toum  in  the  heart  of  the  Soudan  from  Sept.  10,  1882,  to  Dec.  14,  1884.  On 
the  26th  of  the  following  month  the  long  beleaguered  city  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  dervishes,  and  its  heroic  defender  was  slain. 

The  fame  of  no  national  hero  is  more  revered  in  England  than  the  memory 
of  “Chinese”  Gordon. 

Grahame,  Kenneth,  1859-.  The  golden  age;  illus.  by  Maxfield 
Parrish.  Lond.,  Lane,  1900. 

Among  all  the  books  about  children  written  for  “grown-ups”  in  recent 
years,  this  remains  the  most  delightful. 

Gray,  Thomas,  1716-1771.  An  elegy  in  a country  churchyard 
and  Ode  on  a distant  prospect  of  Eton  college;  illustrated  by 
J.  T.  Friedenson.  Lond.,  Lane,  1908. 

Gray  was  a poet  of  distinction  and  an  accomplished  letter-writer.  He  has 
gained  universal  and  lasting  fame  by  his  much -loved  Elegy  Written  in  a 
Country  Churchyard  and  his  Ode  on  a Distant  Prospect  of  Eton  College. 
These  poems,  noted  for  their  marvellous  use  of  language  and  fertility  of 
imagination,  are  eloquent  of  the  spirit  of  England. 

Green,  John  Richard,  1837-1883.  A short  history  of  the  English 
people ; rev.  and  enl.  by  Alice  Stopford  Green.  Lond.,  Mac- 
millan, 1911. 

No  English  history  except  Macaulay’s  has  gained  such  favorable  accept- 
ance for  general  reading  as  this  history  of  the  growth  of  the  people  in  the 
making  of  the  nation.  Its  vivid  narration  of  the  economic,  social  and  literary 
influences  and  processes  by  which  the  people  of  England  reached  their  de- 
velopment distinguishes  this  work  from  the  histories  which  chiefly  record  the 
political  and  military  fortunes  of  a people’s  rulers. 

A later  edition  contains  an  Epilogue  by  Mrs.  Green  continuing  the  history 
to  1914. 

Grimm,  Jakob  Ludwig  Karl,  1785-1863,  & Grimm,  W.  K.,  1786- 
1859.  Household  stories  from  the  collection  of  the  Bros. 
Grimm;  tr.  from  the  German  by  Lucy  Crane  and  done  into 
pictures  by  Walter  Crane.  Lond.,  Macmillan,  1914. 

German  fireside  tales  collected  by  the  brothers  Grimm,  now  familiar  to  all 
American  readers  and  dear  to  American  children. 

Guerin,  Eugenie  de,  1805-1848.  The  journal  of  Eugenie  de 
Guerin;  pub.  with  the  consent  of  the  family;  tr.  with  an  in- 
trod.  by  William  M.  Lightbody.  Lond.,  Routledge,  n.d.  (New 
universal  library.) 

A series  of  daily  letters  written  to  her  brother  while  he  lived,  and  con- 
tinued as  a journal  after  his  death. 

“It  has  rarely  happened  to  us  to  read  either  a more  melancholy  or  a more 
profoundly  delightful  book — more  melancholy,  because,  while  her  nature 
seems  made  for  sunshine,  it  is  only  at  the  rarest  intervals  that  she  lives  in 
the  warmth  of  a satisfied  heart, — more  delightful,  because  there  are  few 
pages  in  it  which  do  not  seem  to  bring  us  closer  to  the  fountains  of  all 
beauty  and  tenderness.” 

Hale,  Edward  Everett,  1822-1909.  In  His  name;  a story  of  the 
Waldenses  seven  hundred  years  ago.  Bost.,  Little,  1914. 
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A story  of  the  Waldenses  which  was  widely  read  when  it  first  appeared, 
and  is  still  of  interest  as  a picture  of  the  Christian  comradeship  and  earnest 
faith  of  these  “Poor  men  of  Lyons”  seven  centuries  ago. 

The  man  without  a country.  Host.,  Little,  1916. 

Philip  Nolan,  having,  in  a moment  of  passion,  expressed  the  wish  that  he 
might  never  again  hear  of  the  United  States,  is  required  to  realize  his  wish. 
The  story  of  his  awakening  to  a sense  of  his  deprivation  is  a moving  plea 
for  love  of  country. 

Halevy,  Ludovic,  1834-1908.  The  Abbe  Constantin;  illus.  by 
Madame  Madeleine  Lemaire.  N.Y.,  Dodd,  1912. 

A charming  story,  simply  and  skilfully  told,  which  will  be  remembered 
longest  for  the  lovable  character  of  the  old  French  cure. 

Hamerton,  Philip  Gilbert,  1834-1894.  The  intellectual  life. 
Bost.,  Little,  n.d. 

The  author  states  in  his  preface  that  he  undertakes  “to  consider  the  pos- 
sibilities of  a satisfactory  intellectual  life  under  various  conditions  of  ordi- 
nary human  existence.”  He  has  “adopted  the  form  of  letters  addressed  to 
persons  of  very  different  position  in  order  that  every  reader  may  have  a 
chance  of  finding  what  concerns  him.” 

Hardy,  Thomas,  1840-.  Far  from  the  madding  crowd;  with  an 
etching  by  H.  Macbeth-Raeburn.  N.Y.,  Harper  [pref.  1895]. 
One  of  the  author’s  seven  great  Wessex  novels  portraying  the  primitive 
earth-born  men  and  women  of  his  native  region  whom  he  completely  under- 
stood. No  other  English  writer  has  ever  caught  so  fully  the  “quaint  humors, 
tragical  and  laughable”  of  the  people  of  the  soil. 

The  return  of  the  native;  with  an  etching  by  H.  Macbeth-Rae- 
burn. N.Y.,  Harper  [pref.  1895]. 

“ The  Return  of  the  Native  in  construction  is  Hardy’s  best  work.  The 
informing  idea  of  this  novel  consists  of  a subtle  study  of  the  influence  which 
a vast  stretch  of  rugged  heath  exercises  over  the  minds  of  its  inhabitants . . . 
The  tale  opens,  therefore,  with  an  impressive  picture  of  Egdon  Heath.  So 
impressive  is  it  that  many  a reader  will  forget  sooner  the  action  itself  than 
the  scene  of  the  action.” 

Harris,  Joel  Chandler,  1848-1908.  Nights  with  Uncle  Remus; 
myths  and  legends  of  the  old  plantation.  Bost.,  Houghton 
[cl911]. 

Fascinating  negro  dialect  stories  of  the  old  South.  The  common  animals 
of  the  countryside  are  endowed  with  human  characteristics,  and  their  re- 
puted lively  doings  and  bright  sayings  are  related  by  an  old  colored  “uncle” 
to  a small  boy  listener. 

These  tales  are  effective  for  reading  aloud  and  for  story-telling. 

Harte,  Francis  Bret,  1839-1902.  The  luck  of  Roaring  Camp , and 
other  sketches.  Bost.,  Houghton  [cl899]. 

Poet  and  writer  of  the  American  Far  West,  Bret  Harte  in  these  tales 
pictures  life  in  the  early  California  gold  mining  days.  The  Luck  of  Roaring 
Camp  is  considered  one  of  the  best  short  stories  in  English. 

Hauptmann,  Gerhart  Johann  Robert,  1862-.  The  sunken  bell;  a 
fairy  play  in  five  acts,  freely  rendered  into  English  verse  by 
Charles  Henry  Meltzer,  with  a critical  analysis  by  Frank 
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Chouteau  Brown.  Garden  City,  Doubleday,  1914.  (The 
drama  league  series  of  plays,  v.  4.) 

A mystical  fairy  tale  in  dramatic  form. 

The  weavers ; a drama  of  the  forties,  tr.  from  the  German  by 
Mary  Morison.  N.Y.,  Huebsch,  1915. 

The  Weavers  is  stark  realism,  presenting  most  poignantly  the  tragedy  of 
the  wage-slaves. 

Hawthorne,  Nathaniel,  1804-1864.  The  marble  faun;  or,  The 
romance  of  Monte  Beni.  Bost.,  Houghton  [cl888].  (River- 
side ed.  with  introductory  notes  by  George  Parsons  Lathrop.) 
A tale  of  tragedy  and  mystery  in  an  Italian  setting,  and  at  the  same  time 
a brilliant  introduction  to  the  art  and  fascination  of  modern  Rome. 

The  book  was  first  published  in  England  while  Hawthorne  was  U.  S. 
Consul  at  Liverpool. 

Mosses  from  an  old  manse . Bost.,  Houghton  [cl882]. 
(Riverside  ed.  with  introductory  notes  by  George  Parsons 
Lathrop.) 

A collection  of  weird,  fantastic  tales  containing  some  of  Hawthorne’s 
most  characteristic  work.  Rappaccini s Daughter  and  the  Birthmark  are 
among  the  more  noted. 

Our  old  home , and  English  note-books.  Bost.,  Houghton 
[cl898].  2 v.  (Riverside  ed.  with  introductory  notes  by 

George  Parsons  Lathrop.) 

The  casual  impressions  and  fragmentary  chronicles  of  Hawthorne’s  life 
in  England  during  the  period  of  his  Liverpool  consulate. 

The  scarlet  letter , and  The  Blithedale  romance.  Bost.,  Hough- 
ton [cl883].  (Riverside  ed.  with  introductory  notes  by 
George  Parsons  Lathrop.) 

The  most  imaginative  American  novel  and  the  author’s  greatest  creation, 
a spiritual  romance  of  Puritan  Massachusetts. 

Twice-told  tales . Bost.,  Houghton  [cl882].  (Riverside  ed. 
with  introductory  notes  by  George  Parsons  Lathrop.) 

Fanciful  short  sketches  and  essays,  examples  of  the  author’s  earlier  work. 

Hay,  John,  1838-1905.  Castilian  days.  Bost.,  Houghton  [cl899]. 

Keen  observations  of  Spanish  life  and  character  written  in  1870  after  the 
author’s  residence  in  Spain  as  Secretary  of  the  U.  S.  Legation  at  Madrid, 
1868-70. 

“Unapproached  in  English  as  a panorama  of  Spanish  life  and  history,  of 
Spanish  legends  and  superstitions  and  landscape.” 

Hazlitt,  William,  1778-1830.  Characters  of  Shakespear  s plays 
& Lectures  on  the  English  poets . Lond.,  Macmillan,  1908. 
(Library  of  English  classics.) 

Critical  studies  originally  published  in  1817-18  discussing  Shakespeare’s 
characters  and  certain  of  the  English  poets.  These  essays  may  be  taken  as 
representing  Hazlitt  at  his  best 

Hearn,  Lafcadio,  1850-1904.  Exotics  and  retrospectives.  Bost., 

Little,  1914. 
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Lafcadio  Hearn,  himself  an  exotic,  strangely  and  profoundly  immersed 
himself  into  the  spirit  and  life  of  Japan. 

The  Exotics  include  his  thrilling  picture  of  the  ascent  of  Fuji-no-Yama. 

The  second  group,  which  he  names  Fantasies , deal  with  experiences  in 
two  hemispheres  and  “are  offered  merely  as  intimations  of  a truth  incom- 
parably less  difficult  to  recognize  than  to  define.” 

Heine,  Heinrich,  1799-1856.  Heinrich  Heine ; poems  and  ballads , 
done  into  English  by  Robert  Levy.  Lond.,  Melrose,  1909. 

“No  translation  can  give  an  adequate  idea  of  their  haunting  perfection, 
their  magic  of  diction  and  their  witchery  of  music.” 

Henley,  William  Ernest,  1848-1903.  Poems . N.Y.,  Scribner, 

1913. 

“If  his  leading  trait  is  a rugged  strength  and  faithfulness  to  the  thing 
seen  or  known  ...  he  has  also  the  capacity  for  sudden  intimacies  of  beauty 
or  feeling  which  is  the  birthright  of  strength.  . . . Perhaps  it  is  as  the  poet 
of  London  that  he  will  best  be  remembered.” 

Herbert,  George,  1593-1633.  The  English  poems  of  George 
Herbert , together  with  his  collection  of  proverbs  entitled 
Jacula  prudentum.  Lond.,  Longmans,  1902. 

“Herbert  is  the  psalmist  dear  to  all  who  love  religious  poetry  with  ex- 
quisite refinement  of  thought.  . . . His  wit  and  his  piety  are  genuine,  and 
are  sure  to  make  a lifelong  friend  of  a good  reader.” 

Herbert  of  Cherbury,  Edward  Herbert,  1st  baron,  1583-1648. 
The  autobiography  of  Edward , Lord  Herbert  of  Cherbury; 
with  introd.,  notes,  appendices,  and  a continuation  of  the  life, 
by  Sidney  Lee;  2d  ed.  rev.  Lond.,  Routledge,  1906.  (The 
London  library.) 

Edward,  the  elder  brother  of  George  Herbert  the  poet,  though  himself  a 
poet  and  philosopher,  is  best  known  by  this  autobiography.  Although  it  is 
a vainglorious  narrative  of  which  the  writer  is  always  the  hero,  the  work  is 
an  interesting  specimen  of  English  prose  and  a revelation  of  the  period  in 
which  it  was  written. 

Herrick,  Robert,  1591-1674.  The  poetical  works  of  Robert  Her- 
rick; ed.  by  F.  W.  Moorman.  Oxf.,  Clarendon  pr.,  1915. 

A Cavalier  pastoral  poet.  His  lyrics  dwell  on  love,  flowers,  music,  precious 
stones,  etc.,  agreeable  to  the  court  life  and  fancies  of  Stuart  days. 

His  Christmas  carol  sung  in  the  presence  of  the  king  at  Whitehall  is  one 
of  the  most  exquisite  in  the  language. 

Hewlett,  Maurice  Henry,  1861-.  Earthwork  out  of  Tuscany; 
being  impressions  and  translations,  with  illus.  by  James  Kerr 
Lawson;  new  ed.  with  additional  illus.  in  photogravure. 
N.Y.,  Macmillan,  1902. 

Sketches  and  impressions  wherein  Maurice  Hewlett  gives  his  own  charac- 
teristic interpretation  of  the  immortal  charm  of  Italy. 

Holmes,  Oliver  Wendell,  1809-1894.  The  autocrat  of  the  break- 
fast table;  every  man  his  own  Boswell.  Bost.,  Houghton 
[cl891]. 
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Delightful  essays  of  wholesome  and  genial  philosophy  first  contributed 
to  the  Atlantic  Monthly . 

“For  healthful  relaxation  of  spirit,  for  getting  the  kinks  and  stiffness  out 
of  the  brain,  there  is  nothing  better  than  these  pages  of  Holmes.” 

The  complete  poetical  works  of  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes . 
Bost.,  Houghton  [cl895].  (Cambridge  ed.) 

“The  poems  of  Holmes  . . . win  general  favor  by  their  manly  vigor,  cul- 
tivated thoughtfulness,  deep  pathos,  sparkling  humor,  graphic  precision  of 
language  and  ringing  melody  of  rhythm.” 

Homer.  The  Iliad  of  Homer;  done  into  English  prose,  by  An- 
drew Lang,  Walter  Leaf,  and  Ernest  Myers;  rev.  ed.  Lond., 
Macmillan,  1914. 

Scholarly  and  readable  prose  translation  of  the  great  epic  of  the  Siege  of 
Troy.  The  Iliad  and  the  Odyssey  originated  in  Greece  a thousand  years  be- 
fore the  Christian  era. 

The  Odyssey  of  Homer;  done  into  English  prose  by  S.  H. 
Butcher  and  A.  Lang.  Lond.,  Macmillan,  1912. 

Companion  to  the  prose  translation  of  the  Iliad , and  characterized  by  the 
same  satisfactory  and  able  rendering. 

The  Odyssey  recounts  the  wanderings  of  Ulysses  (Odysseus)  in  making 
his  hazardous  return  to  his  home  in  Greece  after  the  fall  of  Troy. 

The  Odyssey  of  Homer;  done  into  English  verse,  by  William 
Morris.  Lond.,  Longmans,  1904. 

A translation  in  rhyming  verse  by  the  distinguished  English  craftsman 
poet  and  socialist. 

Horatius  Flaccus,  Quintus,  B.C.  65-8.  The  odes  of  Horace  and 
the  Carmen  saeculare;  tr.  into  English  by  W.  E.  Gladstone; 
3d  and  popular  ed.  Lond.,  Murray,  1895. 

Translations  in  rhyming  verse  of  the  lyrical  poems  which  have  brought 
the  highest  distinction  to  this  famous  Latin  poet. 

This  literary  work  was  accomplished  by  Gladstone  in  his  advanced  old  age 
at  the  close  of  his  political  career. 

Howells,  William  Dean,  1837-.  A modern  instance;  a novel. 
Bost.,  Houghton  [cl909]. 

A story  vigorously  and  brilliantly  told  analyzing  with  deep  penetration 
certain  unpleasant  aspects  of  every-day  life  in  America. 

The  rise  of  Silas  Lapham . Bost.,  Houghton  [cl912 ] . 

“Mr.  Howells  has  never  done  any  thing  better  than  this  picture  of  a self- 
made  American.  The  material  . . . was  unpromising  enough,  but  he  has 
bestowed  upon  it  the  genial  touch  of  the  artist,  and  made  of  his  homely 
hero  something  which  comes  very  near  to  being  a veritable  creation.” 

The  sleeping-car  and  other  farces . Bost.,  Houghton  [cl913]. 

Exceedingly  clever  little  comedies  suitable  for  reading  aloud  and  for  pri- 
vate and  amateur  theatricals. 

Venetian  life;  with  illus.  from  original  water  colors.  Camb., 
Houghton,  1892.  2 v. 

In  this  book,  which  embodies  the  impressions  of  the  author’s  sojourn  in 
Venice  as  U.  S.  Consul  in  1861-65,  are  “revealed  the  qualities  of  his  literary 
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talent;  his  powers  of  minute  and  kindly  observation;  his  sense  of  the  pic- 
turesque; his  close  adhesion  to  delicate  particulars,  to  expressive  details, 
to  significant  facts.” 

This  is  a gift  edition  with  bindings  too  delicate  for  general  library  use. 

Hughes,  Thomas,  1822-1896.  Tom  Browns  school  days , by  an 
old  boy;  with  illus.  by  Edmund  J.  Sullivan.  Lond.,  Macmil- 
lan, 1911. 

The  great  classic  of  English  schoolboy  life. 

Hugo,  Victor  Marie,  comte,  1802-1885.  Dramas.  Bost.,  Little 
[cl909].  3 v.  (Handy  library  ed.) 

The  year  1830,  when  Hernani , the  finest  of  Victor  Hugo’s  dramas  was  first 
performed,  is  an  important  date  in  the  history  of  French  literature.  It 
marks  the  end  of  the  old  classical  tradition  of  the  French  stage  and  the 
birth  of  the  Romantic  School. 

Les  miser ables,  a novel;  tr.  from  the  original  French  by 
Charles  E.  Wilbour.  Lond.,  Dent  [1913].  2 v.  (Everyman’s 
library.) 

The  author’s  first  novel  after  the  Notre  Dame  de  Paris  written  31  years 
before.  It  is  one  of  the  most  powerful  and  absorbing  romances  in  litera- 
ture dealing  with  the  unfortunate  and  criminal  classes  of  Paris.  The  central 
figure,  Jean  Valjean,  is  a conception  of  great  impressiveness  and  nobility  of 
character. 

Ninety-three.  Bost.,  Little  [cl888].  (Handy  library  ed.) 

“That  everlasting  struggle  between  mankind  and  fate,  which  was  the 
great  subject  of  the  Greek  drama,  is  the  central  idea  of  all  Victor  Hugo  has 
ever  done  ...  In  this  case  . . . the  giant  in  whose  grasp  all  the  creatures 
of  the  story  struggle,  whose  dead  force  they  resist  with  all  the  passionate 
force  of  their  individual  humanity,  and  which  crushes  them  at  last,  inevi- 
tably and  remorselessly — is  the  monster  Revolution.” 

Notre  Dame.  Bost.,  Little  [cl888].  2 v.  (Handy  library  ed.) 

This  work,  of  which  the  Cathedral  rather  than  any  of  the  characters  is 
the  real  center,  has  been  called  by  Swinburne  “the  greatest  of  all  tragic  or 
historic  or  romantic  poems  in  the  form  of  a prose  narrative.” 

The  title  of  this  novel  is  sometimes  given  as  The  Hunchback  of  Notre 
Dame. 

Hunt,  James  Henry  Leigh,  1784-1859.  The  essays  of  Leigh  Hunt, 
ed.  by  Arthur  Symons,  with  illus.  by  H.  M.  Brock.  Lond., 
Dent,  1910. 

“His  essays  bear  nowhere  the  impress  of  a strong  personality,  yet  he  had 
an  indubitable  skill  in  writing  on  familiar  subjects,  and  he  wielded  a simple 
style  that  on  rare  occasions  became  even  eloquent.” 

This  edition  is  illustrated  by  delightful  drawings  which  precisely  inter- 
pret the  spirit  and  scenes  of  the  essays. 

Huxley,  Thomas  Henry,  1825-1895.  Mans  place  in  nature,  and 
other  anthropological  essays.  N.Y.,  Appleton,  1912. 

After  the  appearance  in  1859  of  Darwin’s  epoch-making  work  The  Origin 
of  Species,  Huxley  constituted  himself  the  defender  and  exponent  of  Dar- 
win’s views,  and  through  his  constant  speaking  and  writing  was  the  greatest 
influence  for  the  rapid  spread  and  acceptance  of  the  theory  of  descent. 


THE  BOOKS  IN  THE  ALCOVE 


33 


Ibsen,  Henrik,  1828-1910.  A doll’s  house ; Ghosts ; with  introds. 
by  William  Archer;  copyright  ed.  N.Y.,  Scribner,  1914. 

To  Doll's  House  and  to  Hedda  Gabler  many  modern  novelists  are  indebted 
for  prototypes  of  their  characters.  In  Doll's  House  Ibsen  raises  a vital 
question  as  to  the  relations  of  a man  and  woman  in  their  married  life.  It 
is  a plea  on  Nora’s  part  for  self-realization  even  at  the  expense  of  her 
husband  and  children. 

Ghosts  is  a family-drama  of  almost  intolerable  tragedy. 

Hedda  Gabler ; The  master  builder;  tr.  by  Edmund  Gosse  and 
William  Archer;  with  introds.  by  William  Archer.  N.  Y., 
Scribner,  1914. 

Hedda  Gabler  is  Ibsen’s  most  objective  drama.  It  has  in  it  very  little 
genuine  spiritual  experience.  Hedda  is  the  spirit  of  paganism.  She  goes 
through  life  with  no  ideals  or  desires  strong  enough  to  overcome  her  selfish- 
ness. Though  there  is  but  one  human  and  lovable  character  in  the  play, 
it  is  a true  work  of  art,  and  Hedda  is  a real  creation. 

The  Master  Builder  is  a symbolic  tragedy  of  the  eternal  conflict  between 
older  and  younger  generations. 

Peer  Gynt;  a dramatic  poem;  authorized  translation  by  Wil- 
liam and  Charles  Archer.  Lond.,  Scott,  1904. 

Here  is  revealed  the  soul  of  the  average  unregenerate  man,  with  all  his 
lack  of  moral  courage,  his  sensuality,  his  shiftiness,  and  his  essential 
humanness. 

Irving,  Washington,  1783-1859.  The  Alhambra , with  an  introd. 
by  Elizabeth  Robins  Pennell;  illus.  with  drawings  of  the 
places  mentioned,  by  Joseph  Pennell.  Lond.,  Macmillan,  1911. 

In  the  summer  of  1829,  at  the  close  of  a period  of  service  as  attache  to 
the  American  Legation  at  the  Spanish  capital,  Irving  was  granted  the  privi- 
lege of  residence  in  the  Alhambra  in  the  pursuit  of  his  studies  in  Spanish 
history. 

All  the  enchantments  of  this  Moorish  palace  are  reflected  in  this  work 
with  the  glamor  of  an  imagination  indulged  by  a season  spent  within  its 
alluring  courts. 

The  sketch-book  of  Geoffrey  Crayon , gent;  the  author’s  rev. 
ed.  N.Y.,  Putnam,  n.d.  (Hudson  ed.) 

“The  best  that  ever  came  from  his  pen,  and  one  of  the  choicest  books 
produced  by  an  American.”  Contains  many  observations  jotted  down  in 
England  typifying  English  life.  Among  the  American  “sketches”  are  Rip 
Van  W inkle  and  the  Legend  of  Sleepy  Hollow. 


Jackson,  Mrs.  Helen  Maria  (Fiske)  Hunt,  1831-1885.  Ramona; 
a story  by  Helen  Jackson  (H.  H.)  Bost.,  Little,  1915. 

A romance  of  southern  California  making  a passionate  plea  for  the 
Indians  in  their  hopeless  encounter  with  the  white  race. 

Jacobus  de  Varagine,  1230?-1298?.  The  golden  legend;  lives 
of  the  saints;  tr.  by  William  Caxton;  selected  and  ed.  by 
George  V.  O’Neill.  Camb.,  University  pr.,  1914. 

A series  of  biographies  of  the  saints  written  in  Latin  by  Varagine  in  the 
13th  century  and  translated  and  first  printed  in  English  by  Caxton  in  1483. 
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James,  Henry,  1843-1916.  Daisy  Miller;  illus.  from  drawings  by 
Harry  W.  McVickar.  N.Y.,  Harper  [cl906]. 

One  of  the  earliest  examples  of  the  type  of  story  known  as  the  “Inter- 
national novel,”  and  one  of  the  most  widely  read  of  the  author’s  works. 

It  is  a delicate  and  subtle  study  of  “a  strange,  beautiful,  dainty,  innocent 
and  very  foolish  little  American  girl  with  her  ignorant  defiance  of  all  rules.” 

The  marginal  illustrations  do  not  enhance  the  value  of  this  edition. 

The  portrait  of  a lady . Bost.,  Houghton  [cl909]. 

A character  study,  more  complete  and  elaborate  than  Daisy  Miller , of  a 
young  American  woman  in  contact  with  the  sophisticated  characters  and 
conditions  of  European  society. 

A little  tour  in  France ; with  illus.  by  Joseph  Pennell.  Bost., 
Houghton,  1900. 

“The  blending  of  imagination  and  humor,  of  personal  history  with  the 
history  of  France,  of  keen  appreciation  and  delicate  persiflage — the  masterly 
mixture  of  honey  and  gall,  of  wit  and  wormwood,  of  enjoyment  and  pessi- 
mism— render  this  little  book  one  of  the  most  persuasive  and  poetic  of  the 
time.” 

The  question  of  our  speech ; The  lesson  of  Balzac;  two  lec- 
tures. Bost.,  Houghton  [1905]. 

The  first  essay,  which  was  originally  delivered  before  the  graduating  class 
at  Bryn  Mawr  in  1905,  is  a plea  for  the  purity  and  integrity  of  the  English 
language. 

James,  William,  1842-1910.  Talks  to  teachers  on  psychology , 
and  to  students  on  some  of  life’s  ideals.  N.Y.,  Holt,  1915. 

Illuminating  and  inspiring  essays  on  the  psychology  of  teaching  by  an 
eminent  American  philosopher,  the  brother  of  Henry  James  the  novelist. 
The  latter  part  of  the  book  contains  inspirational  Talks  to  Students . 

The  will  to  believe , and  other  essays  in  popular  philosophy. 
N.Y.,  Longmans,  1915. 

Philosophical  essays  of  great  distinction  by  a leader  of  American  thought. 

Jefferies,  Richard,  1848-1887.  The  life  of  the  fields . Lond., 
Chatto,  1909. 

Charming  nature  studies  of  the  English  countryside.  The  Pageant  of 
Summer  is  a specially  delightful  essay. 

The  story  of  my  heart ; my  autobiography.  Lond.,  Longmans, 
1910. 

Not  a record  of  the  events  in  the  author’s  life  but  a revelation  of  his 
soul.  “This  book  is  a confession.  . . . The  general  aim  of  the  work  is  to 
free  thought  from  every  trammel  with  a view  of  its  entering  upon  another 
and  larger  series  of  ideas  than  those  which  have  occupied  the  brain  of 
man  so  many  centuries.” 

Jerrold,  Douglas  William,  1803-1857.  Mrs . Caudle's  curtain 
lectures ; with  illus.  by  Charles  Keene.  Bost.,  Houghton 
[cl865].  (Riverside  classics.) 

As  a contributor  to  Punch  from  its  beginning  to  his  death,  Jerrold  met 
greatest  success  in  these  Curtain  Lectures  which  have  been  widely  reprinted 
and  translated.  Though  the  humor  now  seems  old-fashioned,  these  “lec- 
tures” gained  popular  acceptance  in  early  Victorian  England  and  contem- 
porary America. 
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Jewett,  Sarah  Orne,  1849-1909.  The  country  of  the  pointed  firs . 
Bost.,  Houghton,  1897. 

Graceful  portrayal  of  simple  life  in  a quiet  community  on  the  coast  of 
Maine. 

Johnson,  Samuel,  1709-1784.  History  of  Rasselas , prince  of 
Abyssinia ; ed.  with  introd.  and  notes  by  George  Birkbeck 
Hill.  Oxf.,  Clarendon  pr.,  1898.  (Clarendon  press  series.) 
“All  the  sterner  traits  of  Johnson’s  character,  his  uncompromising  recti- 
tude, his  steadiness  of  outlook  on  unrelieved  gloom,  his  hatred  of  senti- 
mental and  unthinking  optimism  have  left  their  mark  on  ‘Rasselas’.” 

This  edition  is  annotated  for  the  student. 

The  six  chief  lives  from  Johnson  s 66 Lives  of  the  poets  ,”  with 
Macaulay’s  “Life  of  Johnson”;  ed.  with  a pref.  and  notes  by 
Matthew  Arnold.  Lond.,  Macmillan,  1908. 

Includes  essays  on  Milton,  Dryden,  Swift,  Addison,  Pope,  and  Gray,  ably 
edited  with  notes  for  the  student.  These  are  preceded  by  Macaulay’s  bril- 
liant contribution  on  Johnson  originally  written  for  the  Encyclopaedia 
Britannica. 

Jonson,  Ben,  1573? -1637.  Ben  Jonson;  ed.  with  introd.  and 
notes,  by  Brinsley  Nicholson  and  C.  H.  Herford.  Lond., 
Unwin  [1893-95].  3 v.  (Mermaid  series.) 

One  of  the  greatest  dramatic  geniuses  of  the  Elizabethan  age  and  the  first 
of  England’s  poets  laureate.  His  plays  collected  in  these  volumes  are  in 
versions  approved  by  the  best  scholarship. 

Junius,  pseud.  The  letters  of  Junius;  Woodf all’s  ed.  rev.  & enl. 
by  John  Wade.  Lond.,  Bell,  1911-15.  2 v.  (Bohn’s  standard 
library.) 

A series  of  political  letters  which  appeared  in  the  London  Public  Adver- 
tiser from  1769-1772  over  the  signature  “Junius,”  attacking  the  English 
Ministry  then  in  control  of  the  government.  These  letters  were  not  only 
political  invectives  but  they  were  marked  by  power  of  argument,  finished 
style  and  brilliant  illustration  and  epigram. 

The  authorship  of  the  Junius  letters  has  never  been  established,  but  the 
best  evidence  seems  to  point  to  Sir  Philip  Francis,  a contemporary  English 
politician  and  pamphleteer. 


Keats,  John,  1795-1821.  The  poetical  works  of  John  Keats;  ed 
with  an  introd.  and  textual  notes  by  H.  Buxton  Forman.  Oxf., 
Clarendon  pr.,  1906.) 

The  “poets’  poet,”  a passionate  worshipper  of  beauty,  a master  of  the 
sonnet. 

“Copiousness  in  exquisite  detail  and  perpetual  freshness  characterize  all 
the  poetry  of  Keats.” 

This  edition  contains  all  of  the  poet’s  known  works,  with  variorum  render- 
ings as  footnotes. 

Keble,  John,  1792-1866.  The  Christian  year;  thoughts  in  verse 
for  the  Sundays  and  holy  days  throughout  the  year.  Lond., 
Longmans,  1904. 
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A book  of  devotional  poems  appropriate  to  the  succession  of  holy  days 
in  the  calendar  of  the  Church  of  England. 

King,  Clarence,  1842-1901.  Mountaineering  in  the  Sierra  Nevada . 
N.Y.,  Scribner,  1915. 

Though  first  appearing  in  1871,  this  book  of  mountain  exploration  in  Cali- 
fornia has  continued  in  public  approval  as  a “genuine  classic  of  American 
literature”  as  well  as  a delightfully  readable  and  informing  narrative  of 
pioneering  adventures  in  the  Sierras. 

It  was  expanded  from  the  note-books  kept  by  the  author  when  a member 
of  an  early  geological  survey  under  Prof.  Josiah  D.  Whitney. 

Kinglake,  Alexander  William,  1809-1891  Eothen;  or,  Traces 
of  travel  brought  home  from  the  East;  with  an  introd.  by 
S.  L.  Bensusan  and  designs  by  Frank  Rrangwyn.  Phil.,  Lip- 
pincott,  1913. 

Out  of  the  East.  Brilliant  record  of  travel  in  the  Levant  by  the  man  who 
afterwards  wrote  the  Invasion  of  the  Crimea.  He  penetrated  into  regions 
that  rarely  had  been  invaded  by  European  tourists  up  to  1835  when  the 
journey  was  made. 

This  edition  is  richly  illustrated  by  plates  in  color  by  Frank  Brangwyn. 
The  book  is  available  in  Everyman  s Library. 

Kingsley,  Charles,  1819-1875.  Hypatia ; or,  New  foes  with  an 
old  face.  Lond.,  Macmillan,  1890.  2 v.  (Eversley  ed.) 

A historical  novel  depicting  the  decadent  era  of  the  fifth  century  in  Alex- 
andria and  the  conflicts  of  the  early  Christian  civilization  with  the  paganism 
of  the  dying  Greek  world. 

The  water -babies;  a fairy  tale  for  a land-baby;  new  ed.  with 
one  hundred  illustrations  by  Linley  Sambourne.  N.Y.,  Mac- 
millan, 1913. 

“Perhaps  there  is  no  one  book  in  which  so  many  of  the  distinctive  features 
of  Charles  Kingsley  are  combined  as  in  the  delightful  Water  Babies  dedi- 
cated to  his  youngest  son  Grenville  Arthur,  and  to  all  other  good  little  boys.” 

Westward-ho!  or,  The  voyages  and  adventures  of  Sir  Amyas 
Leigh,  knight,  of  Burrough,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  in  the 
reign  of  Her  Most  Glorious  Majesty,  Queen  Elizabeth;  ren- 
dered into  modern  English  by  Charles  Kingsley.  Lond.,  Mac- 
millan, 1911. 

A famous  book  for  boys.  The  story  of  an  English  lad’s  adventures  in  the 
Elizabethan  navy  in  the  time  of  Drake,  Hawkins  and  Raleigh. 

Kingsley,  Henry,  1830-1876.  The  recollections  of  Geoffry  Ham - 
lyn , with  a memoir  of  Henry  Kingsley  by  Clement  Shorter; 
illus.  by  Herbert  Railton.  N.Y.,  Longmans,  1903. 

Henry,  the  younger  brother  of  Charles  Kingsley,  died  prematurely  in 
1876  leaving  a literary  legacy  scarcely  second  to  his  brother’s  better  known 
achievements. 

Geoffry  Hamlyn  is  a story  of  adventure  based  on  the  author’s  own  ex- 
periences in  the  Australian  gold  fields. 

Ravenshoe;  illus.  by  R.  Caton  Woodville.  N.Y.,  Longmans, 

1911. 
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Ravenshoe  was  written  next  after  Geoffry  Hamlyn.  It  is  considered  the 
author’s  most  successful  work,  being  also  his  own  first  choice  of  all  his 
writings. 

Kipling,  Rudyard,  1865-.  The  jungle  book.  N.Y.,  Scribner, 
1911.  Illus.  (Outward  bound  ed.) 

The  Jungle  Books  are  not  unlikely  to  be  the  most  enduring  things  Mr. 
Kipling  has  written,  and  assuredly  no  other  stories  have  ever  pictured  with 
such  magic  the  life  and  the  law  of  the  Jungle.  There  is  no  age-limit  of  inter- 
est for  them. 

Kim.  N.Y.,  Scribner,  1911.  Illus.  (Outward  bound  ed.) 

“The  province  of  Mr.  Kipling  is  India,  and  in  Kim  he  brings  before  us 
more  vividly  than  any  other  writer  has  done  the  sights  and  the  sounds  and 
the  smells  of  India,  the  welter  of  creeds  and  castes,  the  temples  and  cities, 
the  Way  of  Buddha,  and  the  Grand  Trunk  Road.” 

Kim  is  a “detective  story”  of  the  first  rank,  and  the  best  novel  of  life  in 
India.  It  remains  Kipling’s  highest  achievement  in  writing  the  long  story. 

Soldiers  three  and  Military  tales.  N.Y.,  Scribner,  1911.  2 v., 
illus.  (Outward  bound  ed.) 

Nothing  is  more  characteristic  of  Kipling  than  these  stories  of  the  British 
soldier  in  India,  and  a few  of  them,  notably  The  Taking  oj  Lungtungpen, 
stand  out  as  among  the  best  short  stories,  not  merely  in  English,  but  in  any 
language. 

Verses , 1889-1896.  N.Y.,  Scribner,  1911.  Illus.  (Outward 
bound  ed.) 

This  volume  comprises  the  Barrack-room  Ballads , Other  Verses,  and  the 
poems  contained  in  The  Seven  Seas.  None  of  Kipling’s  later  work  is  here, 
but  in  the  volume  are  many  of  his  finest  poems,  Mandalay,  Fuzzy-Wuzzy, 
the  Ballad  of  the  East  and  the  West,  The  Banjo,  The  Derelict,  To  the  True 
Romance — poems  that  sing  themselves,  that  breathe  of  the  open  and  the  free, 
poems  of  adventure  and  of  romance  that  are  of  the  very  soul  of  youth. 

The  Outward  Bound  edition  is  available  only  in  complete  sets.  In  the 
Service  edition,  recently  issued  by  Messrs.  Macmillan  in  London,  the  vol- 
umes may  be  had  separately.  This  edition  is  attractive,  inexpensive  and 
serviceable. 

Koran.  The  Koran;  tr.  from  the  Arabic,  by  the  Rev.  J.  M.  Rod- 
well.  Lond.,  Dent  [1913].  (Everyman’s  library.) 

The  sacred  writings  and  religious  authority  of  the  Moslem  world.  These 
were  derived  partly  from  Judaism  and  from  early  Christian  beliefs  and  were 
promulgated  as  original  revelation  by  Mohammed,  an  Arab  prophet  of  the 
seventh  century,  the  founder  of  Islam. 

La  Fontaine,  Jean  de,  1621-1695.  The  fables  of  La  Fontaine , tr. 
from  the  French  by  Elizur  Wright;  a new  ed.,  with  notes  by 
J.  W.  M.  Gibbs.  Lond.,  Bell,  1913.  (Bohn’s  standard  library.) 

Rendering  in  verse  by  a talented  American  translator  of  these  fables  “of 
high  lyric  quality.”  “Some  of  these  have  no  moral,  but  whether  or  not 
deserving  of  the  name  of  fables,  they  give  perennial  delight.” 

Lagerlof,  Selma  Ottiliana  Lovisa,  1858-.  The  story  of  Gosta 
Berling ; tr.  from  the  Swedish,  by  Pauline  Bancroft  Flach. 
Bost.,  Little,  1915. 
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A wild  fantastic  legendary  cycle  of  tales  in  the  form  of  the  ancient  sagas, 
of  which  Gosta  Berling,  a reckless,  great-hearted  madman  is  the  hero. 

Lamb,  Charles,  1775-1834.  The  essays  of  Elia;  with  introd.  and 
notes  by  Alfred  Ainger.  Lond.,  Macmillan,  1910. 

“His  most  original  work  in  which  he  renewed  the  lost  art  of  the  Essay.” 
Characterized  by  a graceful  style,  felicities  of  expression  and  a gentle 
humor  of  a whimsical  quality,  these  essays  have  a charm  that  is  irresistible. 

The  letters  of  Charles  Lamb , newly  arranged  with  additions; 
ed.  with  introd.  and  notes  by  Alfred  Ainger.  Lond.,  Mac- 
millan, 1913.  2 v. 

Published  in  1837  after  the  author’s  death,  these  remarkable  letters,  rang- 
ing in  spirit  from  the  light  and  ludicrous  to  the  serious  and  sublime,  are 
regarded  by  many  to  be  the  most  characteristic  of  Lamb’s  writings. 

Lamb,  Charles,  1775-1834,  & Lamb,  M.  A.,  1764-1847.  Tales  from 
Shahs  pear  e;  ed.  with  an  introd.  by  the  Rev.  Alfred  Ainger. 
Lond.,  Macmillan,  1907.  (Golden  treasury  series.) 

Joint  product  of  Charles  Lamb  and  his  sister  Mary  in  which  Charles 
dealt  with  the  tragedies  and  Mary  the  comedies.  They  are  admirable  and 
delightful  presentations  for  all  readers  of  the  themes  of  Shakespeare’s  plays 
in  narrative  form. 

La  Motte  Fouque,  Friedrich  Heinrich  Karl,  freiherr  de,  1777- 
1843.  Undine , and  other  tales;  with  illus.  by  H.  W.  Herrick. 
Bost.,  Houghton  [cl867].  (Riverside  classics.)  Contents: 
Undine,  The  two  captains,  Aslauga’s  knight,  Sintram  and  his 
companions. 

Tales  of  imagination  and  fancy  originating  in  18th  century  Germany. 

Lanier,  Sidney,  1842-1881.  Poems;  ed.  by  his  wife,  with  a me- 
morial by  William  Hayes  Ward;  new  ed.  N.Y.,  Scribner, 
1915. 

Second  only  to  Poe  among  the  poets  of  the  South.  “Short  as  was  his 
literary  life,  and  hindered  though  it  were,  its  fruit  will  fill  a large  space  in 
the  garnering  of  the  poetic  art  of  our  country.” 

Lear,  Edward,  1812-1888.  The  complete  nonsense  book , contain- 
ing all  the  original  pictures  and  verses,  together  with  new  na- 
terial ; ed.  by  Lady  Strachey  . . . introd.  by  the  Earl  of  Cromer. 
N.Y.,  Duffield,  1912. 

Nonsense  rhymes  and  limericks  and  still  more  nonsensical  drawings  by 
an  English  artist  and  versifier.  They  commend  themselves  by  their  simple 
and  genial  absurdities. 

Lecky,  William  Edward  Hartpole,  1838-1903.  History  of  Euro- 
pean morals  from  Augustus  to  Charlemagne . Lond.,  Long- 
mans, 1910.  2 v. 

“A  series  of  historical  essays  remarkable  for  their  scope  and  for  their 
intelligent  appreciation  of  different  systems  of  morality,  pagan  and 
Christian.” 

Lessing,  Gotthold  Ephraim,  1729-1781.  The  dramatic  works  of 
G.  E.  Lessing;  tr.  from  the  German;  ed.  by  Ernest  Bell,  with 
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a short  memoir  by  Helen  Zimmern.  Lond.,  Bell,  1914.  2 v. 

(Bohn’s  standard  library.) 

V.  1.  Includes  the  three  tragedies  and  the  dramatic  poem  Nathan  the 
Wise  prefaced  by  a biographical  sketch  of  the  author.  V.  2.  Contains  trans- 
lations of  eight  plays. 

Lessing  possessed  a clearness  of  insight  and  a vigor  of  mind  bordering 
on  genius,  but  his  plays  though  dramatically  well  constructed  lack  the 
qualities  which  might  make  them  great. 

The  Laocoon,  and  other  prose  writings  of  Lessing;  tr.  and  ed. 
by  W.  B.  Ronnfeldt.  Lond.,  Scott,  n.d. 

In  his  Laocoon  he  defines  “the  limits  of  poetry,  on  the  one  hand,  and 
those  of  painting,  or  the  plastic  arts,  on  the  other.  Its  style  is  perfect;  the 
learning  which  it  reveals,  immense.” 

Lever,  Charles  James,  1806-1872.  Charles  O’Malley , the  Irish 
dragoon , with  illus.  by  Phiz.  Bost.,  Little,  1910.  2 v. 

“The  pattern  of  a military  romance.” 

“Here  is  every  species  of  diversion.  For  break-neck  dashing  narrative, 
for  wit,  sparkle  and  genuine  Irish  drollery,  Charles  O'Malley  stands  un- 
rivalled.” 

Lincoln,  Abraham,  pres.  U.  S.,  1809-1865.  Speeches  & letters , 
1832-1865;  ed.  byMerwin  Roe.  Lond.,  Dent  [1912].  (Every- 
man’s library.) 

A collection  of  Lincoln’s  greatest  speeches  and  most  noteworthy  letters. 
His  Gettysburg  Address,  his  Second  Inaugural  speech,  and  his  letter  to  Mrs. 
Bixley  are  among  the  supreme  utterances  in  our  language. 

On  page  40  is  given  Lincoln’s  “lost  speech,”  so  called  because  all  the 
reporters  present  were  so  absorbed  in  it  as  to  forget  to  take  notes. 

Livingstone,  David,  1813-1873.  The  last  journals  of  David  Liv- 
ingstone in  Central  Africa , from  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  to  his  death ; continued  by  a narrative  of  his  last  moments 
and  sufferings,  obtained  from  his  faithful  servants  Chuma  and 
Susi,  by  Horace  Waller.  N.Y.,  Harper,  1875. 

The  personal  record  of  almost  unparalleled  heroism  and  devotion  in  the 
effort  of  this  great  missionary-explorer  to  open  the  Dark  Continent  to  civili- 
zation, and  to  suppress  the  slave  trade. 

Lockhart,  John  Gibson,  1794-1854.  Memoirs  of  Sir  Walter 
Scott . Lond.,  Macmillan,  1914.  5 v.  (Library  of  English 

classics. ) 

It  stands  with  Boswell’s  Johnson  as  one  of  the  two  greatest  biographies 
in  the  English  language.  Written  by  his  son-in-law,  it  is  the  authoritative 
life  of  Scott.  Though  it  is  an  extensive  work,  it  is  very  readable  and  illu- 
minating, containing  Scott’s  own  delightful  journals  and  letters  and  the 
diary  of  his  later  troubled  years. 

Longfellow,  Henry  Wadsworth,  1807-1882.  The  complete  poeti- 
cal works  of  Henry  Wadsworth  Longfellow . Bost.,  Houghton 
[cl893].  (Cambridge  ed.) 

The  American  poet  most  generally  read  and  appreciated,  and  the  favorite 
poet  with  American  young  people. 
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Lowell,  James  Russell,  1819-1891.  Among  my  books . Bost., 
Houghton  [cl876-1898].  2 v. 

“His  final  judgments  on  many  of  the  great  names  of  literature;  judg- 
ments which  are  the  result  of  long  and  wide  study  and  reading,  of  marvel- 
lous acuteness  of  sight  and  delicacy  of  sympathy.” 

The  complete  poetical  works  of  James  Russell  Lowell . Bost., 
Houghton  [cl896].  (Cambridge  ed.) 

“Exactly  as  Burns  is  distinctly  Scotch,  so  Lowell  at  his  best,  the  Lowell 
of  the  Biglow  Papers  and  the  Commemoration  Ode , is  essentially  and  char- 
acteristically a national  and  American  poet.” 

Letters  of  James  Russell  Lowell;  ed.  by  Charles  Eliot  Norton. 
N.Y.,  Harper,  1894.  2 v. 

“The  letters  are  simple,  frank,  and  often  charmingly  affectionate;  they 
reveal  the  heart  of  the  man,  and  perhaps  their  best  service  to  us  is  the  im- 
pression they  convey  that  the  man  and  his  work  were  of  a piece.” 

Lytton,  Edward  George  Earle  Lytton  Bulwer-Lytton,  1st  baron, 
1803-1873.  The  last  days  of  Pompeii . Lond.,  Dent  [1914]. 
(Everyman’s  library.) 

The  author  has  carefully  worked  out  in  this  novel  his  theory  that  his- 
torical romance  should  be  romance  interwoven  with  history.  It  is  so  accu- 
rate in  details  that  it  may  be  read  for  information  as  well  as  pleasure. 

Macaulay,  Thomas  Babington  Macaulay,  1st  baron,  1800-1859. 
Critical  and  historical  essays  contributed  to  the  Edinburgh  re- 
view. Lond.,  Longmans,  1909.  2 v.  (Trevelyan  ed.) 

“As  an  essayist  Macaulay  occupies  an  almost  unique  position  in  English 
literature.  He  created  the  historical  essay  ...  a brief,  clear,  and  illumina- 
ting introduction  to  some  great  era  or  some  dominating  personality.” 

Lays  of  ancient  Rome;  with  Ivry  and  The  Armada;  new  ed. 
Lond.,  Longmans,  1912. 

“ Horatius  and  Virginius  among  the  Roman  lays,  and  that  resonant  battle- 
cry  of  Ivry  have  become,  it  would  seem,  a lasting  portion  of  English  verse.” 

The  history  of  England  from  the  accession  of  James  the 
Second . Bost.,  Houghton  [cl899-1900].  5 v.  (Cambridge  ed.) 
“Macaulay  the  historian  is  read  by  countless  thousands  to  whom  other- 
wise history  would  be  a sealed  book,  because  . . . Macaulay’s  works  are 
material  additions  to  the  great  sum  of  English  literature.” 

Machiavelli,  Niccolo,  1469-1527.  The  prince;  tr.  from  the 
Italian  by  Ninian  Hill  Thomson;  3d  ed.  rev.  & cor.  Oxf., 
Clarendon  pr.,  1913. 

A political  treatise  completed  in  1513,  and  dedicated  to  Lorenzo,  Duke  of 
Urbino,  usurper  of  the  liberties  of  Florence.  It  elaborates  the  doctrine  that 
“might  makes  right”  and  reduces  to  a science  the  method  of  “attaining 
absolute  power  by  deception  and  cruelty,  and  of  maintaining  it  afterwards 
by  the  dissimulation  of  leniency  and  virtue.”  It  is  a powerful  document 
which  has  made  its  author’s  name  proverbial. 

Mackail,  John  William,  1859-.  The  life  of  William  Morris. 
Lond.,  Longmans,  1899.  2 v. 
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A sympathetic  presentation  of  the  activities  of  a man  of  extraordinary 
gifts,  versatility  and  influence.  As  painter,  designer,  poet,  author,  lecturer, 
socialist,  craftsman  and  printer,  William  Morris  was  a powerful  force  for 
sincerity  of  purpose  and  workmanship  in  all  things.  His  influence  on  the 
arts  was  epoch-making. 

Maeterlinck,  Maurice,  1862-.  The  blue  bird;  a fairy  play  in 
six  acts,  tr.  by  Alexander  Teixeira  de  Mattos.  N.Y.,  Dodd, 
1914. 

An  allegorical  fairy  play  full  of  original  fancy,  poetic  beauty  and  sym- 
bolic meaning. 

The  life  of  the  bee;  tr.  by  Alfred  Sutro.  N.Y.,  Dodd,  1916. 

An  artist’s  study  of  bees  in  which  philosophy,  fancy,  and  natural  history 
join  to  make  a book  of  rare  fascination. 

The  treasure  of  the  humble;  tr.  by  Alfred  Sutro,  with  introd. 
by  A.  B.  Walkley.  N.Y.,  Dodd,  1912. 

A volume  of  mystical  essays  presenting  the  whole  spiritual  philosophy  of 
the  great  symbolist  poet. 

Mahan,  Alfred  Thayer,  1840-1914.  The  life  of  Nelson;  the  em- 
bodiment of  the  sea  power  of  Great  Britain;  2d  ed.  rev.  Bost., 
Little,  1907.  2 v. 

Formerly  an  officer  in  the  U.  S.  Navy,  the  writer  became,  after  his  retire- 
ment, an  authority  in  naval  history.  His  exposition  of  Nelson  the  seaman 
in  this  work  is  unequalled. 

Malory,  Sir  Thomas,  15th  cent.  Le  morte  Darthur;  Sir  Thomas 
Malory’s  book  of  King  Arthur  and  of  his  noble  knights  of  the 
Round  Table.  Lond.,  Macmillan,  1908.  2 v.  (Library  of 

English  classics.) 

A compilation  derived  from  medieval  French  prose  romances  relating  to 
King  Arthur  and  the  Knights  of  the  Round  Table.  The  work  deserves 
study  both  as  literature  and  as  reflecting  the  life  and  manners  of  the  Middle 
Ages. 

Manzoni,  Alessandro,  1785-1873.  The  betrothed . Lond.,  Burns, 
n.  d. 

‘7  Promessi  Sposi  (The  betrothed),  a historical  romance  of  Italy  in  the 
early  years  of  the  17th  century,  is  one  of  the  classics  of  fiction.  It  appeared 
in  1825.  Since  that  time  it  has  been  translated  into  every  language  in  the 
civilized  world.  It  deserves  the  verdict  which  time  has  passed  upon  it.” 

Marlowe,  Christopher,  1564-1593.  Christopher  Marlowe;  ed. 
by  Havelock  Ellis,  with  an  introd.  by  J.  A.  Symonds.  Lond., 
Unwin,  n.d.  (Mermaid  series.) 

“It  is  impossible  to  call  Marlowe  a great  dramatist.  Marlowe  was  one 
of  the  greatest  poets  of  the  world  whose  work  was  cast  by  accident  and 
caprice  into  an  imperfect  mould  of  drama.” 

Endowed  with  great  talents,  he  lived  recklessly,  meeting  an  untimely  and 
humilating  end  in  a tavern  brawl  at  the  age  of  29. 

Masefield,  John,  1875-.  The  story  of  a round-house , and  other 
poems;  new  & rev.  ed.  N.Y.,  Macmillan,  1916. 

A group  of  poems  most  representative  of  the  author’s  poetic  genius  and 
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revealing  his  love  for  the  sea.  The  first  long  poem,  entitled  Dauber , is  the 
Story  of  a Round-House , the  title  chosen  for  the  American  edition  of  the 
work.  Dauber  is  perhaps  the  author’s  most  remarkable  poetic  achievement. 

The  tragedy  of  Nan , and  other  plays.  N.Y.,  Macmillan,  1916. 

A sincere  and  unflinching  study  of  reality  in  which  the  characters  are  of 
the  soil  and  express  themselves  in  vigorous  and  racy  metaphors  full  of 
natural  beauty.  This  is  perhaps  the  most  poetic  English  play  of  the  modern 
dramatic  revival. 

Maupassant,  Guy  de,  1850-1893.  The  odd  number , thirteen  tales; 
the  translation  by  Jonathan  Sturges;  an  introd.  by  Henry 
James.  N.Y.,  Harper  [cl889]. 

“It  is  upon  his  tales  that  his  reputation  will  mainly  rest.  The  short  tale 
is  infinitely  relished  in  France  . . . and  no  small  part  of  Maupassant’s  suc- 
cess comes  from  his  countrymen’s  pride  in  seeing  him  add  to  a collection 
which  is  already  a national  glory.” 

Meredith,  George,  1828-1909.  Diana  of  the  Crossways , a novel; 
rev.  ed.  N.Y.,  Scribner,  1914. 

A study  of  character  and  emotion  in  which  a beautiful  and  gifted  woman 
comes  through  varied  experiences  of  love  and  matrimony  to  happiness  at 
the  end.  It  is  full  of  both  comedy  and  passion  and  is  direct,  dramatic  and 
vivacious. 

The  character  of  Diana  was  modeled  from  the  Hon.  Caroline  Norton,  a 
poet  and  beauty  who  was  conspicious  in  London  society  in  the  early  part 
of  the  nineteenth  century. 

The  egoist , a comedy  in  narrative;  rev.  ed.  N.Y.,  Scribner. 
1913. 

A brilliant  comedy  in  the  form  of  a novel  in  which  is  pictured  the  arch- 
egoist, Sir  Willoughby  Patterne.  He  is  a document  on  humanity  and  has 
something  in  him  of  all  men.  The  book  glitters  with  philosophical  fancies 
and  wit,  and  in  Clara  Middleton  and  Vernon  Whitford  we  have  two  of 
Meredith’s  finest  characters. 

The  ordeal  of  Richard  Fever  el,  a history  of  a father  and  son; 
rev.  ed.  N.Y.,  Scribner,  1915. 

This  novel,  probably  the  most  widely  read  of  all  Meredith’s  works,  is 
written  with  a thoughtful  purpose.  It  is  full  of  poetic  beauty  and  keen  epi- 
gram. It  is  primarily  a story  of  father  and  son.  The  father,  though  a man 
of  fine  intelligence  and  noble  aims,  through  his  fatal  pedantry  brings  ruin 
and  misery  to  the  son  he  loves.  The  last  chapter  is  one  of  the  most  moving 
in  literature. 

Poems . N.Y.,  Scribner,  1910. 

“Meredith  the  novelist  cannot  overshadow  Meredith  the  poet.” 

“Not  prose  but  poetry  was  to  him  the  highest  form  of  expression  and  only 
in  it  could  he  fully  deliver  his  message.” 

Merimee,  Prosper,  1803-1870.  Letters  to  an  unknown ; tr.  with 
a pref.  by  Henri  Pene  du  Bois.  N.Y.,  Brentano,  1913. 

The  author  was  a member  of  the  frivolous  social  set  that  composed  the 
parvenu  court  of  Napoleon  III.  He  has  wrtten  in  these  letters  confessions 
of  his  own  experience,  “tender,  loyal,  deeply  pathetic  confessions  of  a tem- 
perament which  imposes  profound  affection.”  < 

Mill,  John  Stuart,  1806-1873.  Autobiography ; new  ed.  Lond., 
Longmans,  1908. 
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A human  document  of  unusual  interest.  Mill,  a noble  spirit  educated  by 
a narrow-minded  pedant,  shut  off  from  all  normal  contact,  developed  an 
egotism  that  makes  this  book  so  completely  an  autobiography  that  besides 
his  father  and  wife  he  seems  to  exist  alone  in  a world  of  which  he  was  both 
center  and  circumference. 

Milton,  John,  1608-1674.  The  poetical  works  of  John  Milton. 
Lond.,  Macmillan,  1904.  2 v.  (Library  of  English  classics.) 

“The  first  great  English  poet  who  is  above  all  things  musical  is  Milton.” 
“No  one  . . . has  achieved  such  marvellous  variety  of  harmony  independent 
of  meaning  as  Milton  has  with  the  English  blank  verse.” 

His  diction  is  marked  by  the  use  of  the  most  sonorous  and  impressive 
words  of  the  English  tongue. 

This  edition  follows  the  text  of  Professor  David  Masson’s  scholarly  revi- 
sion. The  first  volume  is  devoted  to  the  Paradise  Lost.  Volume  II  opens 
with  Paradise  Regained,  followed  by  Samson  Agonistes  and  his  minor  poems, 
sonnets,  and  Latin  verses. 

Mistral,  Frederic,  1830-1914.  Memoirs  of  Mistral , rendered  into 
English  by  Constance  Elizabeth  Maud;  Lyrics  from  the  Pro- 
vencal by  Alma  Strettell  (Mrs.  Lawrence  Harrison).  Lond., 
Arnold,  1907. 

Charming  reminiscences  of  his  childhood  and  youth  by  the  author  of  the 
Provencal  epic  Mireille.  The  publication  of  this  poem  in  the  author’s 
twenty-eighth  year  brings  his  narrative  to  a close.  The  author’s  account 
of  his  various  schools,  his  youthful  escapades  with  Alphonse  Daudet,  his 
friendship  with  the  notable  group  of  Provencal  poets  who  united  with  him 
to  form  the  Society  of  the  Felibrige  and  his  dedication  of  his  talent  to  the 
restoration  of  the  language  of  Provence,  reveals  a most  picturesque,  original 
and  magnetic  personality. 

Mitford,  Mary  Russell,  1787-1855.  Our  village;  with  an  introd. 
by  Anne  Thackeray  Ritchie,  and  one  hundred  illus.  by  Hugh 
Thomson.  Lond.,  Macmillan,  1906. 

“One  of  the  most  delightful  and  natural  and  genially  humorous  writers 
in  the  language.  Her  sketches  of  life  in  Our  Village,  of  the  Talking  Lady, 
the  Talking  Gentleman,  of  poachers,  seamstresses,  domestic  servants,  young 
men  and  old  men  of  local  note,  remain  after  half  a century  of  imitations, 
as  fresh  as  if  they  had  been  written  yesterday.  No  human  being  ever  had 
a cheerier  or  more  sympathetic  outlook  on  the  world.” 

Moliere,  Jean  Baptiste  Poquelin,  1622-1673.  Moliere;  tr.  by 
Katharine  Prescott  Wormeley.  Bost.,  Little,  1895-1912.  6 v. 

“Moliere  is  the  painter  of  human  nature  in  itself,  without  any  regard  for 
creed,  dogma,  formal  constructions  of  any  kind.  In  attacking  the  society 
of  his  time  he  represented  the  life  that  is  everywhere  the  life  of  the  greatest 
number;  and  in  chastising  to  the  quick  the  manners  and  morals  he  found 
about  him,  he  wrote  for  all  time  and  for  all  mankind.” 

Montagu,  Lady  Mary  (Pierrepont)  Wortley,  1689-1762.  The 
best  letters  of  Lady  Mary  Wortley  Montagu ; ed.  with  a dedi- 
catory letter  to  Lady  Montagu  by  Octave  Thanet;  2d  ed. 
Chic.,  McClurg,  1901.  (Laurel-crowned  letters.) 

“Keep  my  letters”  Lady  Mary  wrote  to  one  of  her  friends,  “they  will  be 
as  good  as  Madame  de  Sevigne’s  forty  years  hence.” 
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Montaigne,  Michel  Eyquem  de,  1533-1592.  The  essay es  of 
Michael , lord  of  Montaigne;  tr.  by  John  Florio.  Lond.,  Dent, 
n.  d.  3 v.  (Everyman’s  library.) 

“I  am  myself  the  subject  of  my  book”  wrote  Montaigne,  referring  to 
these  frank  and  familiar  essays  which  contain  more  self  analysis  than  could 
be  expected  in  an  autobiography.  By  a close  study  of  self  he  was  instru- 
mental in  leading  the  way  to  tolerant  thinking  in  an  age  of  intolerance  and 
superstition. 

This  notable  translation  in  Tudor  English  by  John  Florio  was  done  in 
1603,  and  was  familiar  to  Shakespeare  and  Ben  Jonson. 

Moore,  Thomas,  1779-1852.  The  poetical  works  of  Thomas 
Moore;  ed.  by  A.  G.  Godley.  Lond.,  Frowde,  1910.  (Ox- 
ford ed.) 

An  Irish  poet  and  song-writer  whose  pleasing  verses  have  been  popular 
favorites.  His  ambitious  Oriental  romantic  poem  Lalla  Rookh , which  gained 
wide  recognition  in  his  day,  is  rather  florid  and  over  sentimental  for  the 
modern  taste. 

More,  Sir  Thomas,  1478-1535.  Utopia , with  the  “Dialogue  of 
comfort.”  Lond.,  Dent,  n.d.  (Everyman’s  library.) 

Though  originally  composed  in  Latin,  Utopia  is  essentially  a part  of  Eng- 
lish literature.  “The  central  idea  of  the  work  is  the  triumph  of  altruism 
over  egoism.”  As  a forerunner  of  literature  discussing  an  ideal  state,  it  has 
given  the  term  “utopian”  to  that  type  of  writing. 

The  Dialogue  of  Comfort  was  written  by  More  in  the  Tower  of  London 
while  awaiting  his  execution. 

Morris,  William,  1834-1896.  The  earthly  paradise;  a poem. 
Lond.,  Longmans,  1910. 

Morris’  greatest  poetic  achievement.  “He  reclothes  the  choicest  and  most 
famous  legends  of  Asia  and  Europe  with  the  delicate  fabric  of  his  verse.” 

The  story  of  Sigurd  the  Volsung  and  the  fall  of  the  Niblungs. 
Lond.,  Longmans,  1910. 

“To  Morris  himself,  the  Volsunga  Saga  was  the  Great  Story  of  the  North, 
which  should  be  to  all  the  northern  race  what  the  Tale  of  Troy  was  to  the 
Greeks.  By  his  skill,  he  has,  indeed,  made  it  no  longer  an  archaic  story  but 
one  which  deals  with  elemental  things  and  the  mightier  movement,  winds 
and  stars  and  rivers,  life  and  death.” 

The  well  at  the  world's  end;  a tale  by  William  Morris.  Lond., 
Longmans,  1910.  2 v. 

A prose  romance  exhibiting  Morris’s  penetration  into  medievalism.  “It 
is  Malory  enriched  and  chastened  by  the  thought  and  learning  of  six  cen- 
turies. It  is  Malory  with  the  glow  of  the  dawn  of  the  Twentieth  Century. 
It  is  Malory,  but  instead  of  the  mystic  Grail,  the  search  for  long  life  and 
the  beauty  of  strength.” 

Mother  Goose.  Mother  Goose;  the  old  nursery  rhymes,  illus. 
by  Arthur  Rackham.  Lond.,  Heinemann,  n.d. 

A collection  of  the  best-known  nursery  rhymes  dear  to  every  home.  The 
selection  has  been  made  by  the  illustrator  in  versions  most  familiar  to  him, 
and  his  drawings  in  color  and  black-and-white  are  characteristic  and 
effective. 
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Motley,  John  Lothrop,  1814-1870.  The  rise  of  the  Dutch  repub- 
lic; a history.  N.Y.,  Harper  [cl855].  3 v. 

An  authentic  and  intensely  interesting  history  of  the  revolt  of  the  United 
Provinces  from  the  tyranny  of  Spain  and  the  cruel  rule  of  the  Duke  of  Alva. 
The  narrative  begins  with  the  abdication  of  Charles  V.  in  1555  and  continues 
to  the  assassination  of  William  of  Orange  in  1584. 

“Rarely  has  any  historian  in  the  whole  history  of  literature  so  united 
laborious  scholarship  with  dramatic  intensity.” 


Newman,  John  Henry,  card.,  1801-1890.  Apologia  pro  vita  sua; 
being  a history  of  his  religious  opinions.  Lond.,  Longmans, 
1908. 

A brilliant  defense  of  the  author’s  religious  opinions  in  justification  of  his 
abandoning  the  Church  of  England  for  the  Church  of  Rome. 

Nibelungenlied.  The  Nibelungenlied ; tr.  into  rhymed  English 
verse  in  the  metre  of  the  original,  by  George  Henry  Needier. 
N.Y.,  Holt  [1904]. 

A German  epic  poem  based  on  legends  of  great  antiquity.  Its  present 
written  form  dates  back  to  the  early  part  of  the  13th  century.  Seigfried  is 
the  hero  and  Brunhild  the  heroine  of  the  romance.  It  is  the  chief  monu- 
ment of  early  German  literature. 


Omar  Khayyam,  12th  cent.  Rubaiyat  of  Omar  Khayyam , the  as- 
tronomer-poet of  Persia;  rendered  into  English  verse  [by  Ed- 
ward Fitzgerald].  Lond.,  Macmillan,  1911.  (Golden  treasury 
series. ) 

A medieval  Persian  poem  of  great  distinction  which  has  gained  wide 
appreciation  not  more  for  its  original  merit  than  for  the  poetic  genius  of 
Edward  Fitzgerald  its  translator. 


Page,  Thomas  Nelson,  1853-.  In  ole  Virginia;  or,  Marse  Chan 
and  other  stories;  with  an  etching  by  W.  L.  Sheppard.  N.Y., 
Scribner,  1893. 

A group  of  short  stories  of  Southern  life  in  Civil  War  days  and  before. 
Marse  Chan  and  Meh  Lady  are  the  gems  of  the  collection.  They  are  touch- 
ing stories  in  negro  dialect  of  war-time  experiences  in  Virginia  homes,  re- 
viving the  atmosphere  of  the  Old  South. 

Palgrave,  Francis  Turner,  1824-1897,  ed.  The  golden  treasury; 
selected  from  the  best  songs  and  lyrical  poems  in  the  English 
language,  and  arranged  with  notes;  rev.  & enl.  N.Y.,  Mac- 
millan, 1914. 

An  anthology  of  English  lyrical  poetry  selected  with  almost  faultless  dis- 
crimination with  the  aid  of  Tennyson’s  advice  and  criticism. 

Parkman,  Francis,  1823-1893.  The  conspiracy  of  Pontiac , and 
the  Indian  war  after  the  conquest  of  Canada  [new  library  ed.]. 
Bost.,  Little,  1913.  2 v. 
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The  subjugation  of  the  Indians  of  the  Middle  West,  who  were  under 
French  influence,  followed  the  English  conquest  of  Canada.  This  history 
reviews  in  its  early  chapters  the  life  of  the  Indian  peoples,  and  traces  the 
development  of  the  hostility  between  the  French  and  English  which  led  to 
the  final  extinction  of  French  influence  in  America. 

The  Jesuits  in  North  America  in  the  seventeenth  century  [new 
library  ed.].  Bost.,  Little,  1912.  (France  and  England  in 
North  America,  pt.  2.) 

The  story  of  the  heroic  attempt  of  the  Jesuit  missionaries  in  New  France 
to  convert  the  Indians  to  the  Roman  Catholic  faith.  Gives  thrilling  accounts 
of  suffering  and  martyrdom,  and  in  vivid  language  describes  the  nature  and 
habits  of  the  North  American  savages. 

Montcalm  and  Wolfe  [new  library  ed.].  Bost.,  Little,  1913. 
2 v.  (France  and  England  in  North  America,  pt.  7.) 

Absorbing  history  of  the  conflict  between  the  French  and  English  in 
America  and  the  final  conquest  of  Canada  by  the  English,  culminating  in 
the  surrender  of  Quebec  in  1759,  in  the  defence  and  capture  of  which  both 
leaders  were  slain. 

The  Oregon  trail ; sketches  of  prairie  and  Rocky-Mountain 
life  [new  library  ed.].  Bost.,  Little,  1914. 

Not  history,  but  a narrative  of  personal  experience,  adventure  and  obser- 
vation .in  the  Northwest  during  the  summer  of  1846.  Describes  encounters 
with  Indians,  hunting  big  game,  and  camp  and  trail  life  in  the  Wild  West 
of  past  days. 

Pascal,  Blaise,  1623-1662.  The  thoughts  of  Blaise  Pascal;  tr. 
from  the  text  of  Auguste  Molinier,  by  C.  Kegan  Paul.  Lond., 
Bell,  1911.  (Bohn’s  standard  library.) 

This  noted  French  mathematician,  philosopher  and  religious  writer  left 
at  his  death  a mass  of  notes  for  a projected  work  which  he  intended  to  call 
Apologie  de  la  Religion  Catholique . The  notes  were  so  disconnected  that 
it  was  impossible  to  bring  them  together  as  a unified  book.  They  were 
therefore  edited  for  publication  in  1670  as  the  Pensees  de  M.  Pascal  &c.,  of 
which  this  is  a translation. 

Pater,  Walter,  1839-1894.  Marius , the  epicurean;  his  sensations 
and  ideas.  Lond.,  Macmillan,  1914.  2 v. 

“It  is  a spiritual  biography  telling  the  inner  history  of  a Roman  youth 
of  the  time  of  Marcus  Aurelius.”  No  other  book  conveys  so  accurate  a con- 
ception of  that  significant  period  in  the  history  of  Rome,  and  so  truthful 
a portrait  of  the  gifted  emperor. 

Imaginary  portraits . N.Y.,  Macmillan,  1910. 

“The  Imaginary  Portraits  are  of  youths  who  have  not  yet  surrendered  to 
custom  their  freshness,  their  bland  originality.  Pater  had  the  Greek  love 
of  youth,  and  of  its  characteristics,  so  precious  because  so  fleeting.” 

Pellico,  Silvio,  1788-1854.  My  ten  years’  imprisonment ; tr. 
from  the  Italian  by  Thomas  Roscoe.  Lond.,  Cassell,  1886. 
(Cassell’s  national  library.) 

The  story  of  the  prison  life  of  an  Italian  dramatist  and  poet  who  suffered 
punishment  for  his  sympathy  with  the  Carbonari  in  their  revolt  against  mis- 
rule in  Italy  in  1820.  This  account  of  his  experiences  as  a prisoner  has 
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been  widely  translated  and  has  secured  greater  recognition  than  any  of  his 
other  writings. 

Pepys,  Samuel,  1633-1703.  The  diary  of  Samuel  Pepys , com- 
pletely transcribed  by  the  late  Rev.  Mynors  Bright,  from  the 
shorthand  manuscript  in  the  Pepysian  library,  Magdalene  col- 
lege, Cambridge,  with  Lord  Braybrooke’s  notes;  ed.  with  ad- 
ditions, by  Henry  B.  Wheatley.  Lond.,  Bell,  1894-1899.  9 v. 

An  intimate  and  frank  narrative  of  a period  of  the  writer’s  own  life  cover- 
ing nine  and  a half  years  from  January  1660  to  May  1669.  Originally  written 
in  cipher,  it  lay  untranslated  for  nearly  a century  until  the  key  to  it  was 
found. 

As  an  unsparing  recital  of  the  daily  events,  observations  and  sensations 
of  the  author’s  lively  career,  it  paints  a vivid  and  precise  picture  of  the  state 
of  society  in  England  during  the  Restoration  under  Charles  II. 

Percy,  Thomas,  bp.  of  Dromore,  1729-1811,  ed.  Reliques  of 
ancient  English  poetry , consisting  of  old  heroic  ballads,  songs, 
and  other  pieces  of  our  earlier  poets,  together  with  some  few 
of  later  date;  ed.  . . . by  Henry  B.  Wheatley.  Lond.,  Son- 
nenschein,  1910.  3 v. 

A collection  of  old  British  ballad  literature.  It  proved  of  great  interest 
and  value  to  Scott  in  his  favorite  study  of  the  minstrelsy  of  the  Border. 

Perez  Galdos,  Benito,  1845-.  Doha  Perfecta;  translation  by 
Mary  J.  Serrano;  introd.  by  William  Dean  Howells.  N.Y., 
Harper  [cl895]. 

“Doha  Perfecta  is  first  of  all,  a story,  and  a great  story.  ...  It  deals  with 
the  passion  of  bigotry,  as  it  deals  with  the  passion  of  love,  the  passion  of 
ambition,  the  passion  of  revenge.  . . . From  the  first  moment  to  the  last 
it  is  like  some  passage  of  actual  events  in  which  you  cannot  withhold  your 
compassion,  your  abhorence,  your  admiration,  any  more  than  if  they  took 
place  within  your  personal  knowledge.” 

Petrarca,  Francesco,  1304-1374.  The  sonnets , triumphs , and 
other  poems  of  Petrarch ; tr.  into  English  verse  by  various 
hands,  with  a life  of  the  poet  by  Thomas  Campbell.  Lond., 
Bell,  1912.  (Bohn’s  illustrated  library.) 

Translations  in  the  most  acceptable  renderings  of  the  work  of  a great 
Italian  lyric  poet  of  the  14th  century.  His  work  is  marked  by  perfection 
of  material  form  and  the  choicest  and  purest  language.  Beside  being  a 
great  poet  Petrarch  was  the  first  true  reviver  of  learning  in  medieval  Europe. 

Plato,  B.C.  428? -347.  The  Republic  of  Plato ; tr.  into  English, 
with  an  analysis,  and  notes,  by  John  Llewelyn  Davies  and 
David  James  Vaughan.  Lond.,  Macmillan,  1914. 

A treatise  in  the  form  of  a dialogue  discussing  the  ideal  commonwealth. 
It  is  acknowledged  to  be  the  masterpiece  of  the  extant  contributions  by  this 
famous  Greek  philosopher. 

Plinius  Caecilius  Secundus,  Gaius,  circa  61-113.  Pliny;  Letters , 
with  an  English  translation  by  William  Melmoth;  rev.  by 
W.  M.  L.  Hutchinson.  Lond.,  Heinemann,  1915.  2 v.  (The 

Loeb  classical  library.) 
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Translations  with  accompanying  Latin  text  of  the  Epistolae  of  Pliny  the 
Younger.  These  letters  are  models  of  refined  thought  and  elegant  expres- 
sion. They  reveal  the  occupations  and  interests  of  a cultured  Roman  gentle- 
man of  wealth,  leisure,  and  influence  during  the  first  century. 

This  translation  by  Melmoth,  himself  a talented  letter-writer,  first  pub- 
lished in  1746,  ranks  as  a lesser  English  classic  because  of  its  own  literary 
merit  and  its  accurate  reflection  of  the  spirit  of  the  original. 

Plutarch,  A.D.  46?-125?.  Plutarch’s  Cimon  and  Pericles , with 
The  funeral  oration  of  Pericles  (Thucydides,  II,  35-46)  newly 
tr.  with  introd.  and  notes  by  Bernadotte  Perrin.  N.Y.,  Scrib- 
ner, 1910. 

Plutarch s Nicias  and  Alcibiades;  newly  tr.,  with  introd.  and 
notes  by  Bernadotte  Perrin.  N.Y.,  Scribner,  1912. 

Plutarch s Themistocles  and  Aristides ; newly  tr.  with  introd. 
and  notes  by  Bernadotte  Perrin.  N.Y.,  Scribner,  1910. 

Of  the  forty-six  “parallel  lives”  six  biographies  of  distinguished  Greek 
statesmen  are  brought  out  in  these  three  volumes  under  recent  scholarly 
editorship  with  full  annotations. 

The  Lives  are  the  earliest  examples  of  biography  designed  to  delineate 
character  rather  than  to  narrate  events.  To  this  end  anecdotes  and  personal 
touches  are  often  introduced. 

Poe,  Edgar  Allan,  1809-1849.  The  complete  poetical  works  of 
Edgar  Allan  Poe , with  three  essays  on  poetry;  ed.  from  the 
original  editions,  with  memoir,  textual  notes,  and  bibliogra- 
phy by  R.  Brimley  Johnson.  Lond.,  Frowde,  1909.  (Ox- 
ford ed.) 

“At  the  end  of  the  nineteenth  century  Poe  was  the  sole  man  of  letters 
born  in  the  United  States  whose  writings  were  read  eagerly  in  Great  Britain 
and  in  France,  in  Germany,  in  Italy  and  in  Spain.” 

“His  verses  throb  with  an  inexpressible  magic,  and  glow  with  intangible 
fantasy.” 

Tales;  with  an  introd.  by  Hamilton  Wright  Mabie.  N.Y., 
Century,  1907.  (Century  classics.) 

“Mr.  Poe’s  secret  lies  mainly  in  the  skill  with  which  he  has  employed  the 
strange  fascination  of  mystery  and  terror.  In  this  his  success  is  so  great 
and  striking  as  to  deserve  the  name  of  art.” 

Pope,  Alexander,  1688-1744.  The  complete  poetical  works  of 
Alexander  Pope.  Bost.,  Houghton  [cl903].  (Cambridge  ed.) 
“The  poet  of  society,  the  delineator  of  manners.” 

“It  is  too  much  to  claim  that  his  verses  attained  the  highest  imaginative 
flight.  He  conformed  his  writings  to  a conventional  form.  He  sought  above 
all,  in  imitation  of  classical  models,  correctness  of  style.” 

After  Shakespeare  Pope  is  doubtless  the  source  of  more  familiar  quota- 
tions than  any  poet  in  literature.. 

Prescott,  William  Hickling,  1796-1859.  History  of  the  conquest 
of  Peru , with  a preliminary  view  of  the  civilization  of  the 
Incas.  N.Y.,  Harper  [cl847].  2 v. 
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Prescott’s  narrative  is  so  vivid,  fresh  and  stimulating  that  young  people 
become  absorbed  in  these  histories  of  Mexico  and  Peru  as  readily  as  in  the 
historical  romances  of  the  great  novelists  or  dramatists. 

“As  literature  his  histories  will  undoubtedly  be  read  with  pleasure  as  long 
as  the  English  remains  a living  language.” 

Quiller-Couch,  Sir  Arthur  Thomas,  1863-,  ed.  The  Oxford  book 
of  English  verse , 1250-1900.  Oxf.,  Clarendon  pr.,  1912. 

A discriminating  anthology  of  poetry  in  the  English  language,  British 
and  American,  ranging  from  before  Chaucer  to  the  end  of  the  nineteenth 
century. 

The  ship  of  stars . N.Y.,  Scribner,  1912. 

“The  masterpiece  among  all  that  the  author  has  produced  hitherto.  It  is 
a tale  of  the  Cornish  coast,  of  which  the  landscape,  the  customs,  and  the 
quaint  folk  are  now  so  familiar  to  us  through  the  ministrations  of  the  gifted 
story-teller.  . . . There  is  something  so  absolutely  clean  and  wholesome 
about  this  story  of  duty  done  for  its  own  sake,  so  high  and  fine  in  the  ideal- 
ism with  which  it  is  informed,  that  we  may  once  more  take  heart  for  our 
fiction-literature.” 

Racine,  Jean,  1639-1699.  The  dramatic  works  of  Jean  Racine; 
a metrical  English  version  by  Robert  Bruce  Boswell.  Lond., 
Bell,  1913.  2 v.  (Bohn’s  standard  library.) 

“In  Racine,  as  in  Euripides,  the  play  of  contending  emotions  is  more 
prominently  presented  than  sensational  incidents  of  horror  and  bloodshed: 

and  another  common  trait  is  the  analytical  and  argumentative  vein The 

simplicity  of  plot  . . . enables  him  to  exert  his  peculiar  excellence,  the  skill 
with  which  he  can  introduce  a succession  of  novel  effects  with  few  materials.” 

Raspe,  Rudolf  Erich,  1737-1794.  The  surprising  adventures  of 
Baron  Munchausen;  illus.  by  William  Strang  and  J.  B.  Clark, 
with  an  introd.  by  Thomas  Seccombe.  N.Y.,  Scribner,  1895. 

Grotesquely  extravagant  yarns  based  no  doubt  on  tales  current  in  18th 
century  Germany.  They  were  compiled,  expanded,  and  published  by  Raspe, 
a versatile  German  who,  after  a checkered  career,  sought  relief  from  the 
pinch  of  poverty  by  putting  forth  this  book  which  has  made  a unique  repu- 
tation in  literature. 

Reade,  Charles,  1814-1884.  The  cloister  and  the  hearth;  a tale 
of  the  middle  ages,  with  an  introd.  by  Sir  Walter  Besant. 
Lond.,  Chatto,  1910.  (Library  ed.) 

“A  story  better  conceived  or  better  composed,  better  constructed  or  better 
related  ...  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  anywhere.” 

With  a wealth  of  dramatic  incident  and  crowding  adventures  the  story 
carries  the  reader  swiftly  through  realistic  scenes  of  fifteenth  century  Europe 
on  the  eve  of  the  Reformation. 

Peg  Woffington;  Christie  Johnstone . Lond.,  Chatto,  1913. 

(Library  ed.) 

An  early  work  of  the  author  based  on  a still  earlier  play,  Masks  and  Faces , 
which  holds  a place  on  the  stage  to  this  day. 

The  central  figure  is  the  famous  Irish  actress  whose  traditional  fascina- 
tion, wit,  vivacity,  violent  temper,  and  good-heartedness  are  brought  out  in 
scenes  rather  obviously  devised  for  theatrical  effect. 
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Christie  Johnstone  is  a story  of  Scotch  fishing  folk. 

These  two  heroines  are  considered  to  be  Reade’s  best  women  characters. 

Reynard  the  Fox.  The  history  of  Reynard  the  fox , his  friends 
and  his  enemies,  his  crimes,  hairbreadth  escapes  and  final 
triumph;  a metrical  version  of  the  old  English  translation, 
with  glossarial  notes  in  verse,  by  F.  S.  Ellis;  with  devices  by 
Walter  Crane.  Lond.,  Nutt,  1897. 

A medieval  satirical  epic  poem  of  the  animal  kingdom,  taking  its  title 
from  its  chief  character  the  fox  named  Reynard.  It  originated  in  an  ancient 
folk  story  and  has  been  developed  in  various  versions  in  several  languages. 
The  present  version  is  based  on  the  edition  printed  by  Caxton  in  1481,  and 
beautifully  reprinted  by  William  Morris  at  the  Kelmscott  Press  in  1892. 

Robertson,  Frederick  William,  1816-1853.  Sermons  on  religion 
& life . Lond.,  Dent  [1912].  (Everyman’s  library.) 
Representative  sermons  by  the  distinguished  English  preacher  familiarly 
known  as  “Robertson  of  Brighton.”  His  remarkable  ministry  at  Trinity 
Chapel,  Brighton,  lasted  from  1847  till  his  death  six  years  later.  His  in- 
fluence with  all  classes,  but  notably  among  workingmen,  is  almost  unpar- 
alleled in  English  church  history. 

“Robertson’s  sermons  . . . have  been  the  frequent  companion  of  men  and 
women  who  are  not  generally  found  among  sermon  readers,  and  they  are 
to-day  nearly  as  modern  and  as  fresh  as  on  the  day  they  were  first  spoken.” 

Rogers,  Samuel,  1763-1855.  Recollections  of  the  table-talk  of 
Samuel  Rogers , to  which  is  added  Porsoniana;  ed.  by  Alex- 
ander Dyce.  New  Southgate,  Rogers,  1887. 

As  a poet  Rogers  is  best  known  as  the  author  of  The  Pleasures  of  Memory. 
He  was  privileged  to  devote  his  long  life  to  the  indulgence  of  his  literary 
tastes,  and  his  home  became  the  center  of  a distinguished  circle  of  men  of 
letters  and  other  notables.  This  collection  of  anecdotes,  fragments  of  con- 
versation, etc.,  was  compiled  from  notes  made  by  one  of  Rogers’  admiring 
listeners. 

Porsoniana  relates  to  Richard  Porson,  the  famous  Greek  scholar  of  the 
18th  century,  one  of  Rogers’  close  friends. 

Rolland,  Romain,  1866-.  Jean-Christophe:  Dawn,  Morning, 
Youth,  Revolt;  tr.  by  Gilbert  Cannan.  N.Y.,  Holt,  1915. 

Acknowledged  the  greatest  novel  of  the  early  20th  century,  this  life  study 
of  a musical  genius  has  profoundly  influenced  the  fiction  of  both  England 
and  America. 

This  is  the  first  volume.  Jean-Christophe  in  Paris  and  Jean-Christophe: 
Journey  s End  complete  the  work. 

Rossetti,  Christina  Georgina,  1830-1894.  Poems;  chosen  and 
ed.  by  William  M.  Rossetti.  Lond.,  Macmillan,  1913. 

“Her  poetry  has  always  been  reticent  and  unassuming,  but  always  stamped 
with  a rare  distinction,  a perfection  of  form,  and  an  elevation  of  spirit.” 

Rostand,  Edmond,  1868-.  L’Aiglon;  a play  in  six  acts,  adapted 
into  English  by  Louis  N.  Parker.  N.Y.,  Russell,  1900. 

“The  tragedy  of  a prince  [Napoleon’s  son]  whose  frail  tenement  of  clay 
is  consumed  by  ambition  and  aspiration  and  who  is  conscious  at  times  of 
the  vanity  of  his  aspiration  and  the  hopelessness  of  his  ambition.” 
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Cyrano  de  Bergerac;  a play  in  five  acts,  tr.  from  the  French 
by  Gladys  Thomas  and  Mary  F.  Guillemard.  Lond.,  Heine- 
mann,  1914. 

“A  heroic  comedy”  in  verse  based  on  incidents  in  the  life  of  an  eccentric 
French  novelist  and  dramatist  of  the  seventeenth  century. 

When  the  play  was  produced  in  Paris  with  Coquelin  in  the  title  part,  it 
was  received  with  an  enthusiasm  not  accorded  to  any  drama  in  verse  since 
Hugo’s  Hernani , and  its  success  was  repeated  when  it  was  produced  in  New 
York  by  Richard  Mansfield. 

Rousseau,  Jean  Jacques,  1712-1778.  Rousseaus  Emile;  or, 
Treatise  on  education;  abridged,  tr.  and  annotated,  by  William 
H.  Payne.  N.Y.,  Appleton,  1914.  (International  education 
series.) 

A treatise  published  in  1762,  which  was  so  foreign  to  prevailing  ideas  of 
education  that  the  author  was  exiled  from  France  because  of  it.  The  work 
has  come  to  be  regarded  as  having  laid  the  foundation  of  modern  pedagogy. 

Ruskin,  John,  1819-1900.  Modern  painters . Lond.,  Dent  [1906]. 
5 v.  (Everyman’s  library.) 

“If  young  Americans  ...  do  not  read  Ruskin’s  Modern  Painters  now, 
they  ought  to  read  it,  and  if  they  cannot  read  all  the  volumes,  let  them  at 
least  read  that  . . . incomparable  second  volume,  which  constitutes  the  third 
part  of  the  work,  and  deals  with  the  imaginative  and  theoretic  faculties.” 
These  chapters  begin  on  page  157  of  volume  II  in  Everyman  s edition. 

Sesame  and  lilies , and  The  crown  of  wild  olive . N.Y.,  Cen- 
tury, 1901.  (Century  classics.) 

Sesame:  of  King’s  Treasuries, — “about  treasures  hidden  in  books;  and 
about  the  way  we  find  them,  and  the  way  we  lose  them.” 

Lilies:  of  Queen’s  Gardens, — how  women  may  gain  and  exercise  “true 
queenly  power”  in  the  household  and  in  the  state. 

The  Crown  of  Wild  Olive  embodies  four  lectures — on  Work  delivered  be- 
fore workingmen;  on  War , before  military  cadets,  on  Traffic , before  mer- 
chants; and  on  the  Future  of  England . 

The  stones  of  Venice . Lond.,  Dent  [1907].  3 v.  (Every- 

man’s library.) 

“Has  probably  done  more  than  any  other  book  to  awaken  admiration  for 
the  beauty  of  the  enchanting  city  of  the  sea.” 

Sainte-Beuve,  Charles  Augustin,  1804-1869.  Portraits  of  the 
eighteenth  century , historic  and  literary  . . . with  a critical 
introd.  by  Edmond  Scherer.  N.  Y.,  Putnam  [cl905].  2 v. 

V.  1,  tr.  by  Katharine  P.  Wormeley,  v.  2,  tr.  by  George  Burnham  Ives. 
“The  root  of  everything  in  his  criticism  is  his  single-hearted  devotion  to 
truth.  As  a guide  to  bring  us  to  a knowledge  of  the  French  genius  and 
literature  he  is  unrivalled.” 

Saint-Pierre,  Jacques  Henri  Bernardin  de,  1737-1814.  Paul 
and  Virginia;  with  illus.  by  Augustus  Hoppin.  Bost.,  Hough- 
ton [cl867].  (Riverside  classics.) 

An  idyllic  story  of  friendship  and  love,  the  scene  of  which  is  laid  in 
Mauritius,  an  island  in  the  Indian  Ocean  once  called  the  Isle  of  France. 
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“It  is  the  classic  expression  of  a favorite  eighteenth  century  idea  of 
civilization  coming  into  contact  with  and  blighting  unsophicated  man.” 

Scheffel,  Joseph  Viktor  von,  1826-1886.  Ekkehard;  a tale  of 
the  tenth  century;  authorized  ed.,  tr.  from  the  German  by 
Sofie  Delffs.  Lpz.,  Tauchnitz,  1872.  2 v. 

“The  book  is  an  authentic  picture  of  the  tenth  century  in  Suabia  ...  a 
vivid  and  faithful  presentation  of  a picturesque  age,  in  which  the  elements 
of  poetry  and  history  are  exquisitely  blended.” 

It  has  been  called  the  “one  classic  example”  of  the  historical  novel  to 
come  from  Germany. 

Schiller,  Johann  Christoph  Friedrich  von,  1759-1805.  The 
poems  of  Schiller;  tr.  by  Edgar  A.  Bowring.  Lond.,  Bell, 
1912.  (Bohn’s  standard  library.) 

Translation  of  the  entire  poetical  writings  of  the  noted  German  phil- 
osopher, dramatist  and  poet  who  shares  with  Goethe  the  highest  literary 
distinction  and  popularity  among  the  German  people.  Schiller’s  lofty  ideal- 
ism seems  to  express  the  spirit  of  Germany  before  1871,  while  Goethe  is 
thought  to  represent  more  fully  the  aspirations  of  the  German  nation  of 
to-day. 

Scott,  Sir  Walter,  bart.,  1771-1832.  The  complete  poetical  works 
of  Sir  Walter  Scott . Bost.,  Houghton  [cl900].  (Cambridge 
ed.) 

“Scott  is  a poet  truly  natural  and  heroic.  He  finds  his  scenes  in  his  native 
land,  and  his  heroes  and  heroines  in  British  history  and  tradition.”  By  its 
spirited  action,  picturesque  narrative,  and  beauty  and  vividness  of  descrip- 
tion, Scott’s  poetry  is  assured  lasting  popularity  and  distinction. 

Bride  of  Lammermoor  [new  ed.  with  the  author’s  notes,  re- 
print]. Lond.,  Constable,  1895. 

“A  tragedy  of  the  highest  order.”  “The  most  pure  and  powerful  of  all 
the  tragedies  that  Scott  ever  penned.” 

Heart  of  Mid-Lothian  [new  ed.  with  the  author’s  notes,  re- 
print]. Lond.,  Constable,  1895.  2 v. 

The  scene  of  this  novel  is  laid  in  Edinburgh  in  the  days  of  George  II. 
It  is  enriched  by  the  author’s  intimate  knowledge  of  Scottish  life  and  char- 
acter and  his  familiarity  with  the  city  in  which  the  story  centers. 

Ivanhoe  [new  ed.  with  the  author’s  notes;  reprint].  Lond., 
Constable,  1895.  2 v. 

A universal  favorite.  An  artistic  romance  of  the  time  of  Richard  the 
Lionhearted  describing  the  life  of  the  vanquished  Saxons  under  the  domi- 
nation of  the  Norman  conquerors,  the  state  of  the  Jews,  the  practice  of  out- 
lawry, and  reflecting  the  glamor  of  chivalry  in  the  meridian  of  its  day. 

Kenilworth  [new  ed.  with  the  author’s  notes,  reprint].  Lond., 
Constable,  1895.  2 v. 

A tragic  romance  of  the  court  circles  of  Queen  Elizabeth  centering  about 
Kenilworth  Castle  in  Warwickshire. 

Quentin  Durward  [new  ed.  with  the  author’s  notes;  reprint]. 
Lond.,  Constable,  1896.  2 v. 

In  this  novel  Scott  for  the  first  time  ventures  on  foreign  ground,  and  in- 
stead of  drawing  his  characters  from  British  history  and  life,  makes  Louis 
XI  and  Charles  the  Bold  the  chief  figures  in  his  pages. 
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The  talisman  [new  ed.  with  the  author’s  notes;  reprint]. 
Lond.,  Constable,  1896. 

A novel  of  the  third  Crusade  with  Richard  Coeur-de-Lion  as  a leading 
actor.  The  incidents  are  set  in  Palestine  in  the  camps  of  the  armies  of  the 
Christian  invaders  confronted  by  the  hosts  of  the  Saracens  under  Saladin. 

The  volumes  of  Scott  included  in  the  Alcove  are  derived  from  a quaint 
but  legible  edition  of  early  origin,  a set  of  which  was  already  in  the  Library’s 
possession. 

A good  and  inexpensive  edition  for  general  purposes  is  the  “Oxford 
Scott”  issued  by  the  Oxford  University  Press  in  volumes  sold  separately. 

Sevigne,  Marie  (de  Rabutin  Chantal)  marquise  de,  1626-1696. 
The  best  letters  of  Madame  de  Sevigne;  ed.  with  an  introd. 
by  Edward  Playfair  Anderson;  4th  ed.  Chic.,  McClurg, 
1915.  (Laurel-crowned  letters.) 

A selection  of  the  beautiful  letters  written  by  mother  to  daughter  which 
by  their  artistic  quality  have  earned  for  them  a high  place  in  French  litera- 
ture. They  are  also  of  great  interest  as  giving  an  insight  into  the  life  of 
the  period  in  France,  especially  the  inner  life  of  the  court  circles  of  Louis 
the  “Magnificent.” 

Shakespeare,  William,  1564-1616.  The  complete  dramatic  and 
poetic  works  of  William  Shakespeare ; ed.  from  the  text  of  the 
early  quartos  and  the  first  folio,  by  William  Allan  Neilson. 
Bost.,  Houghton  [cl906].  (Cambridge  edition  of  the  poets; 
ed.  by  Bliss  Perry.) 

“The  Bible  apart,  Shakespeare’s  dramas  are,  by  common  consent,  the 
greatest  classic  and  literary  treasure  of  the  world.” 

Shaw,  George  Bernard,  1856-.  Plays , pleasant  and  unpleasant; 
the  second  volume  containing  the  four  pleasant  plays.  N.Y., 
Brentano’s,  1914. 

“ You  never  can  tell , Arms  and  the  man,  and  Candida,  are  difficult  to  out- 
point for  prodigal  humour  and  ingenious  fantasy.” 

Shelley,  Mrs.  Mary  Wollstonecraft  (Godwin),  1797-1851. 
Frankenstein;  or,  The  modern  Prometheus.  Lond.,  Dent,  n.d. 
(Everyman’s  library.) 

A fantastic  tale  of  accumulated  horrors  written  by  a girl  of  nineteen  en- 
dowed with  precocious  literary  power  which  seems  to  have  spent  itself  by 
this  unique  effort. 

The  author  was  the  daughter  of  Mary  Wollstonecraft,  early  advocate  of 
the  “rights  of  women,”  and  became  the  second  wife  of  the  poet  Shelley. 

Shelley,  Percy  Bysshe,  1792-1822.  The  poetical  works  of  Percy 
Bysshe  Shelley , including  materials  never  before  printed  in 
any  edition  of  the  poems;  ed.  with  textual  notes  by  Thomas 
Hutchinson.  Lond.,  Frowde,  1908.  (Oxford  ed.) 

Shelley  is  considered  the  most  lyrical  of  the  English  lyric  poets.  “No 
more  highly  imaginative  nature  is  to  be  met  in  all  English  literature.”  He 
was  emphatically  the  poet  of  the  future:  a prophet  of  the  era  following  the 
French  Revolution. 
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Sheridan,  Richard  Brinsley  Butler,  1751-1816.  The  School  for 
scandal  and  The  rivals;  with  introd.  by  Augustine  Birrell, 
and  illus.  by  Edmund  J.  Sullivan.  Lond.,  Macmillan,  1896. 

School  for  Scandal  is  “perhaps  the  best  existing  English  comedy  of  in- 
trigue.” 

In  The  Rivals  the  reader  is  “kept  in  a state  of  continual  hilarious  delight 
by  a profusion  of  sallies,  rejoinders,  blunders,  contrasts,  which  seem  to  ex- 
haust all  the  resources  of  the  ludricous.” 

Shorthouse,  Joseph  Henry,  1834-1903.  John  Inglesant;  a ro- 
mance. Lond.,  Macmillan,  1914. 

Often  called  the  best  religious  novel  in  English  literature. 

Sidney,  Sir  Philip,  1554-1586.  The  Countess  of  Pembroke's  Ar- 
cadia; with  the  additions  of  Sir  William  Alexander  and  Rich- 
ard Beling,  a life  of  the  author,  and  an  introd.  by  Ernest  A. 
Baker.  Lond.,  Routledge  [1907]. 

A quaint  pastoral  romance  written  in  1580  for  the  author’s  sister,  Mary, 
Countess  of  Pembroke,  “Sidney’s  sister,  Pembroke’s  mother.”  A “treasury 
of  intellectual  beauties”  set  forth  in  terms  of  courtly  elegance  and  state- 
liness. 

Sienkiewicz,  Henryk,  1845-1916.  With  fire  and  sword;  an  his- 
torical novel  of  Poland  and  Russia;  authorized  and  un- 
abridged translation  from  the  Polish,  by  Jeremiah  Curtin. 
Bost.,  Little,  1914. 

“The  first  of  a trilogy  by  Poland’s  favorite  author  in  which  is  depicted 
the  romance  of  Polish  history  from  1647  to  1751.  The  scheme  is  even  wider 
in  the  multitude  of  personages  introduced  than  Tolstoy’s  War  and  Peace , 
and  the  impression  left  is  of  a succession  of  scenes  of  battle,  carnage,  de- 
vastation, lust,  and  fiery  heroism.” 

Sill,  Edward  Rowland,  1841-1887.  The  poetical  works  of  Ed- 
ward Rowland  Sill.  Bost.,  Houghton  [cl906].  (Household 
ed.) 

“ ’T  is  not  by  guilt  the  onward  sweep 
Of  truth  and  right,  0 Lord,  we  stay; 

’T  is  by  our  follies  that  so  long 

We  hold  the  earth  from  heaven  away.” 

From  The  FooTs  Prayer , one  of  Sill’s  best-known  poems  which  embodies 
the  ethical  message  characteristic  of  all  his  work. 

Sophocles,  B.C.  495-406.  Sophocles;  the  seven  plays  in  English 
verse  by  Lewis  Campbell.  Lond.,  Paul,  1883. 

One  of  the  greatest  tragic-dramatists  of  ancient  Greece  whose  productions 
gained  for  him  the  adoration  of  the  Athenian  people.  These  plays  are  still 
considered  the  most  perfect  tragedies  in  the  literature  of  the  world. 

The  Spectator;  by  Joseph  Addison,  Richard  Steele,  and  others. 
Lond.,  Dent  [1911].  4v.  (Everyman’s  library.) 

A daily  journal  published  from  March  1711  to  December  1712  embodying 
the  brilliant  contributions  of  Joseph  Addison  and  Richard  Steele.  Addison’s 
essays  predominate  in  The  Spectator.  They  are  considered  models  of  Eng- 
lish style. 


THE  BOOKS  IN  THE  ALCOVE 


55 


In  Sir  Roger  de  Coverley  Addison  has  given  literature  a character  inviting 
universal  acquaintance. 

Spencer,  Herbert,  1820-1903.  First  principles . N.Y.,  Appleton, 
1912.  (Synthetic  philosophy,  v.  1.) 

The  initial  volume  of  the  author’s  extensive  and  masterly  contribution  to 
philosophical  discussion. 

Spenser,  Edmund,  1552? -1599.  The  faerie  queene , disposed  into 
twelve  books,  fashioning  twelve  moral  vertues.  Lond.,  Dent 
[1909].  2v.  (Everyman’s  library.) 

A great  imaginative  poem  of  knight-errantry  reflecting  the  influence  of 
the  Renaissance.  It  was  composed  in  honor  of  Queen  Elizabeth  and  was 
designed  to  set  forth  the  twelve  virtues  in  twelve  books.  Only  six  of  these 
books  were  carried  to  completion. 

Stanley,  Arthur  Penrhyn,  1815-1881.  Historical  memorials  of 
Canterbury . The  landing  of  Augustine;  The  Murder  of 

Becket;  Edward  the  Black  Prince;  Becket’s  shrine.  Lond., 
Murray,  1912. 

A group  of  essays  by  the  distinguished  churchman  who  was  at  one  time 
canon  of  Canterbury  Cathedral  and  later  dean  of  Westminster  Abbey. 

They  vividly  describe  in  dramatic  and  pictorial  narrative  the  historic 
events  and  characters  anciently  identified  with  the  city  and  its  religious 
foundation.  These  associations  have  made  Canterbury  a romantic  shrine 
for  the  visitor  in  England. 

This  edition  with  illustrations  is  somewhat  unusual.  A satisfactory  reprint 
is  included  in  Everyman9 s Library. 

Stedman,  Edmund  Clarence,  ed.,  1833-1908.  An  American  an - 
thology , 1787-1900;  selections  illustrating  the  editor’s  critical 
review  of  American  poetry  in  the  nineteenth  century.  Bost., 
Houghton  [cl900]. 

A selection  from  the  poetical  production  of  the  United  States  during  the 
first  100  years  of  its  national  existence,  made  with  the  finished  discrimina- 
tion of  an  American  poet  and  critic. 

Stephen,  Sir  Leslie,  1832-1904.  The  playground  of  Europe . 
Lond.,  Longmans,  1907. 

A delightful  book  of  Alpine  travel  by  an  English  scholar  and  man  of 
letters  who  gained  special  distinction  as  the  editor  of  the  monumental 
Dictionary  of  National  Biography .” 

Sterne,  Laurence,  1713-1768.  The  life  and  opinions  of  Tristram 
Shandy , gentleman , & A sentimental  journey  through  France 
and  Italy.  Lond.,  Macmillan,  1911.  2 v.  (Library  of  English 
classics. ) 

Tristram  Shandy  and  A Sentimental  Journey  should  be  enjoyed  by  a 
leisurely  reading. 

“A  shrewd  and  ironical  wisdom,  gentle  and  light-fingered  and  redolent  of 
evasive  sentiment,  is  evoked  from  these  digressive  and  wanton  pages.” 
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Stevenson,  Robert  Louis,  1850-1894.  A child's  garden  of  verses; 
illus.  by  Charles  Robinson.  N.Y.,  Scribner,  1914. 

“There  are  enough  of  verses  for  children  and  about  children,  but  no  others 
that  represent  childhood  so  accurately.  Reading  this  book  we  live  our  child- 
hood over  again.” 

The  illustrations  are  drawn  with  great  sympathy  and  a feeling  for  har- 
monious decorative  effect. 

Kidnapped ; being  memoirs  of  the  adventures  of  David  Bal- 
four in  the  year  1751  . . . written  by  himself  and  now  set 
forth  by  Robert  Louis  Stevenson.  N.Y.,  Scribner,  1914. 

An  adventure  story  appealing  to  boys  and  elders  alike,  second  only  to 
Treasure  Island  among  Stevenson’s  tales  of  adventurous  life. 

The  letters  of  Robert  Louis  Stevenson ; ed.  by  Sidney  Colvin; 
a new  ed.  rearranged  in  four  volumes,  with  150  new  letters. 
N.Y.,  Scribner,  1911.  4v. 

“There  are  few,  if  any,  more  readable  letters  in  the  language.  They  are 
full  to  the  very  brim  of  life,  of  humour,  of  strangeness,  of  wisdom,  good- 
ness, book-knowledge,  breadth  of  human  sympathy — in  one  word,  of  Robert 
Louis  Stevenson.” 

Travels  with  a donkey  in  the  Cevennes . N.Y.,  Scribner,  1909. 

An  account  of  a journey  undertaken  for  health’s  sake  in  the  mountains 
of  southern  France.  Poetry  and  humor  enter  into  the  descriptions  of 
scenery  and  the  native  population,  making  it  one  of  the  most  enjoyable  of 
his  autobiographic  sketches. 

Treasure  Island ; new  ed.  with  original  illus.  by  Wal  Paget. 
N.Y.,  Scribner,  1914. 

One  of  the  best- written  and  best-enjoyed  boy’s  books  in  the  language. 
Because  of  its  exciting  incident  and  literary  qualities  it  appeals  to  all  types 
of  readers,  and  takes  its  place  as  the  highest  representative  of  Stevenson’s 
genius  for  story  telling. 

Virginibus  puerisque , and  other  papers.  N.Y.,  Scribner,  1912. 

A collection  of  papers  exhibiting  Stevenson’s  gift  as  an  essayist  and  in- 
dicative of  his  literary  versatility. 

Stockton,  Frank  Richard,  1834-1902.  The  lady , or  the  tiger? 
and  other  stories.  N.Y.,  Scribner,  1915. 

A group  of  brief  sketches  typical  of  the  author’s  rather  extravagant  but 
always  gentle  and  engaging  humor. 

The  Lady  or  the  Tiger  is  an  enigma  story  which  has  won  great  popularity. 

Rudder  Grange ; illus.  by  A.  B.  Frost.  N.Y.,  Scribner  [cl885]. 

A lively  sketch  of  a few  months’  housekeeping  in  an  old  stranded  canal- 
boat,  with  its  sequence  of  unique  and  laughable  experiences. 

“A  masterpiece  of  fanciful,  refined  comicality.” 

Swift,  Jonathan,  1667-1745.  The  journal  to  Stella , A.D.  1710- 
1713;  ed.  by  Frederick  Ryland.  Lond.,  Bell,  1908.  (The 
prose  works  of  Jonathan  Swift,  ed.  by  Temple  Scott,  v.  2.) 

Extensive  journals  fondly  addressed  to  Esther  Johnson  known  familiarly 
to  Swift  as  “Stella”  to  whom  he  was  thought  to  have  been  secretly  married. 
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Travels  into  several  remote  nations  of  the  world  by  Lemuel 
Gulliver , with  a pref.  by  Henry  Craik  and  one  hundred  illus. 
by  Charles  E.  Brock.  Lond.,  Macmillan,  1910. 

Dean  Swift’s  most  powerful,  conspicuous,  and  original  production  written 
with  a bitter  and  vindictive  purpose  as  a satire  upon  humanity.  But  neglect- 
ing the  motive  and  spirit,  Gulliver  s Travels  will  always  be  enjoyed  by  young 
and  old  as  a most  amazing  story,  rich  in  imagination  and  in  ludicrous  and 
fantastic  adventures. 

Swinburne,  Algernon  Charles,  1837-1909.  Selected  lyrical  poems 
of  Algernon  Charles  Swinburne . . . N.Y.,  Harper,  1906. 

For  the  majority  of  readers  of  poetry,  the  name  and  fame  of  Swinburne 
are  inseparably  connected  with  Poems  and  Ballads , his  first  volume  of  lyrical 
poetry,  but  many  of  the  poems  written  later,  those  in  which  he  voiced  his 
sympathy  with  the  cause  of  freedom,  or  his  ardent  admiration  for  such  men 
as  Landor,  Hugo,  and  Mazzini,  are  no  less  characteristic  of  his  finest  lyrical 
powers. 

Symonds,  John  Addington,  1840-1893.  Renaissance  in  Italy;  the 
fine  arts.  N.Y.,  Holt,  1885. 

This  volume  and  the  one  following  are  two  of  a series  of  five  parts  com- 
pleting a masterly  treatment  of  the  Renaissance.  The  others  are  The  Age 
of  the  Despots , Italian  Literature , The  Catholic  Reaction . 

Renaissance  in  Italy ; the  revival  of  learning.  N.Y.,  Holt, 
1885.  (Renaissance  in  Italy,  pt.  2.) 

Synge,  John  Millington,  1871-1909.  The  playboy  of  the  western 
world;  a comedy  in  three  acts.  Bost.,  Luce,  1911. 

A poetic,  imaginative  drama  of  Irish  peasant  life,  considered  by  many  the 
most  important  contribution  of  the  Celtic  revival  to  contemporary  literature. 
It  seems  destined  to  a permanent  place  in  English  literature. 


Tacitus,  Cornelius,  circa  55-120.  The  histories  of  Tacitus;  an 
English  translation  ...  by  George  Gilbert  Ramsay.  Lond., 
Murray,  1915. 

Readable  English  rendering  of  the  extant  fragments  of  the  Histories  of 
this  great  Roman  historian  covering  barely  two  whole  years,  A.D.  69-70 
during  the  quickly  terminated  reigns  of  Galba,  Otho  and  Vitellius.  The 
theme  of  this  portion  of  the  work  is  the  great  Civil  War,  A.D.  69,  which 
shook  the  Empire  to  its  foundations. 

Taine,  Hippolyte  Adolphe,  1828-1893.  History  of  English  liter - 
ature , tr.  from  the  French  by  H.  Van  Laun;  with  pref.  by 
R.  H.  Stoddard.  N.Y.,  Holt,  1904.  4 v. 

“A  history  of  the  spirit  of  English  literature”  and  a study  of  the  influence 
of  environment  upon  letters. 

The  Tatler;  ed.  with  introd.  & notes  by  George  A.  Aitken.  Lond., 
Duckworth,  1898-’99.  4 v. 

The  Tatler  was  begun  by  Richard  Steele,  April  12,  1709,  as  a penny  news- 
paper to  appear  three  times  a week.  His  own  dedication  states  that  “The 
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general  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  expose  the  false  arts  of  life,  to  pull  off 
the  disguise  of  cunning,  vanity  and  affectation,  and  to  recommend  a general 
simplicity  in  our  dress,  our  discourse  and  our  behaviour.” 

In  course  of  time  Joseph  Addison  contributed  to  the  Tatler , but  his  part 
was  never  commensurate  with  that  of  Steele.  The  Tatler  survived  271 
numbers  and  ceased  Jan.  2,  1711. 

Taylor,  Jeremy,  bp.,  1613-1667.  The  rule  and  exercises  of  holy 
dying . Loncl.,  Longmans,  1910. 

The  rule  and  exercises  of  holy  living . Lond.,  Longmans,  1912. 
Bound  together. 

A devotional  classic.  The  opening  chapter  in  Holy  Dying  may  be  men- 
tioned as  a passage  of  singular  impressiveness  and  beauty. 

Tennyson,  Alfred  Tennyson,  1st  baron.,  1809-1892.  The  works 
of  Tennyson , with  notes  by  the  author;  ed.  with  memoir  by 
Hallam,  Lord  Tennyson.  N.Y.,  Macmillan,  1913. 

Tennyson  has  made  the  widest  appeal  of  any  English  poet  of  the  nine- 
teenth century.  His  verse  is  graceful,  romantic,  elegant,  of  great  pictorial 
beauty,  and  imbued  with  deep  religious  feeling.  Tennyson’s  poetry  per- 
fectly mirrored  the  spirit  of  his  era  in  England. 

He  was  Poet  Laureate  from  1850  till  his  death  in  1892. 

Alfred  Lord  Tennyson;  a memoir  by  his  son.  N.Y.,  Mac- 
millan, 1897.  2 v. 

Not  a continuous  narrative,  but  a collection  of  letters,  extracts,  remini- 
scences, and  hitherto  unpublished  poetic  fragments  linked  together  by  the 
son’s  personal  recollections. 

“Filial  piety  has  not  often  been  more  reverent  of  a great  fame,  and  at  the 
same  time  more  self-restrained  and  tactful,  than  in  the  biography  of  the 
poet  whom  all  men  are  practically  agreed  in  regarding  as  the  central  figure 
of  the  Victorian  age.” 

Thackeray,  William  Makepeace,  1811-1863.  The  history  of 
Henry  Esmond , Esq . written  by  himself;  The  English  humour- 
ists of  the  eighteenth  century;  The  four  Georges;  and,  Charity 
and  humour;  with  illus.  by  George  Du  Maurier,  F.  Barnard, 
and  Frank  Dicksee.  N.Y.,  Harper  [cl898].  (Biographical  ed.) 

“As  a work  of  art,  it  is  Thackeray’s  masterpiece;  as  the  reproduction  of 
a past  age— as  a historical  novel — it  is  unrivaled.” 

The  concluding  chapters  in  this  volume  are  lectures  of  great  interest 
which  were  delivered  by  Thackeray  in  England  and  America  before  cap- 
tivated audiences. 

The  history  of  Pendennis , his  fortunes  and  misfortunes,  his 
friends  and  his  greatest  enemy;  with  illus.  by  the  author. 
N.Y.,  Harper,  1898.  (Biographical  ed.) 

The  record  of  a literary  life  with  many  details  drawn  from  the  author’s 
own  experience. 

The  Newcomes;  memoirs  of  a most  respectable  family;  ed. 
by  Arthur  Pendennis,  Esq.;  with  illus.  by  Richard  Doyle. 
N.Y.,  Harper  [cl898].  (Biographical  ed.) 
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“The  .Newcomes  is  perhaps  the  most  genial  of  the  author’s  works,  and  the 
one  which  best  exhibits  the  maturity  and  range  of  his  powers.” 

The  character  of  Colonel  Newcome  unquestionably  holds  first  place  in 
the  hearts  of  Thackeray’s  readers. 

Vanity  fair ; a novel  without  a hero;  with  illus.  by  the  author 
and  a portrait.  N.Y.,  Harper  [cl898].  (Biographical  ed.) 
First  appeared  serially  in  Punch.  It  is  the  author’s  best  known,  most 
widely  read  and  perhaps  his  most  distinguished  work.  A keen,  unsparing 
satire,  it  exposes  the  meanness  in  human  nature  and  the  contemptible  pre- 
tense in  the  world  of  London  society. 

Theocritus,  Bion,  and  Moschus;  rendered  into  English  p ose, 
with  an  introductory  essay,  by  A.  Lang.  Lond.,  Macmillan, 
1913.  (Golden  treasury  series.) 

Prose  translation  of  the  idyls  of  a noted  Greek  bucolic  poet  of  the  third 
century  B.C.,  including  also  the  writings  of  two  less  known  Greek  pastoral 
poets,  Bion  of  Smyrna,  and  Moschus  of  Sicily. 

Thomas  a Kempis,  1380?-1471.  The  imitation  of  Christ , from 
the  Latin  of  Thomas  a Kempis,  with  an  introd.  by  the  Vener- 
able F.  W.  Farrar,  D.D.,  and  five  designs  by  C.  M.  Gere. 
Lond.,  Methuen,  1913. 

Though  the  origin  and  authorship  of  this  book  are  uncertain,  there  is  no 
doubt  of  its  power  as  a source  of  devotional  inspiration  and  its  beauty  as 
literature.  “It  remains  to  all  time  a lasting  record  of  human  needs  and 
human  consolations.” 

Thompson,  Francis,  1859-1907.  Selected  poems  of  Francis 
Thompson;  with  a biographical  note  by  Wilfrid  Meynell. 
N.Y.,  Lane,  1914. 

Representative  poems  of  this  strange  and  pathetic  genius.  In  the  Hound 
of  Heaven , one  of  the  most  remarkable  poems  of  recent  years,  he  weaves 
his  own  experience  and  aspirations  into  a characteristic  expression  of  his 
genius  and  personality. 

Shelley;  with  an  introd.  by  George  Wyndham.  N.Y.,.  Scrib- 
ner, 1909. 

Considered  a masterpiece  of  English  prose,  written  in  a distinctive  style, 
suggesting  other  stylists,  but  imitating  none. 

Thoreau,  Henry  David,  1817-1862.  The  Maine  woods . Bost., 
Houghton  [cl893].  (Riverside  ed.) 

Comprises  two  papers  originally  separately  contributed  to  different  peri- 
odicals, and  a third  derived  from  his  journals  giving  the  author-naturalist’s 
observations  during  his  three  visits  to  the  wilds  of  Maine  in  the  middle  of 
the  nineteenth  century. 

Walden;  or,  Life  in  the  woods;  with  a biographical  sketch 
by  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson.  Bost.,  Houghton  [cl893]. 

Philosophy  of  life  and  observations  of  nature  drawn  from  the  author’s  soli- 
tary sojourn  of  two  years  in  a cabin  on  Walden  Pond  near  Concord,  Mass. 

Tocqueville,  Alexis  Charles  Henri  Maurice  Clerel  de,  1805-1859. 
Democracy  in  America , by  Alexis  de  Tocqueville;  translation 
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by  Henry  Reeve,  as  rev.  and  annotated  from  the  author’s  last 
edition,  by  Francis  Bowen;  with  an  introd.  by  Daniel  C.  Gil- 
man. N.Y.,  Century,  1898.  2 v. 

A study  of  American  political  conditions  made  sixty  years  before  Mr. 
James  Bryce  wrote  his  American  Commonwealth. 

“It  remains  the  best  philosophical  discussion  of  Democracy  illustrated  by 
the  experience  of  the  United  States,  up  to  the  time  when  it  was  written, 
which  can  be  found  in  any  language.” 

Tolstoi,  Lev  Nikolaevitch,  graf,  1828-1910.  Anna  Karenin , a 
novel;  tr.  from  the  Russian  by  Constance  Garnett.  Lond., 
Heinemann,  1916.  (Popular  ed.) 

“For  its  artistic  qualities  Anna  Karenina  stands  foremost  among  the  many 
beautiful  things  Tolstoi  has  written.” 

It  is  also  a work  of  high  moral  import,  for  without  sacrificing  its  value  as 
a masterpiece  of  art  Tolstoi  demonstrates  through  its  characters  and  events 
“that  a generous  soul  cannot  live  outside  the  moral  law.” 

War  and  peace , from  the  Russian  by  Nathan  Haskell  Dole. 
N.Y.,  Crowell  [cl889].  4v.  in  2. 

In  War  and  Peace  Tolstoi  “created  a prose  epic,  a splendid  historical 
panorama,  vitalised  by  a marvellous  imagination.  Underneath  all  the  march 
of  armies,  the  spiritual  purpose  of  the  author  is  clear.  The  real  greatness 
of  man  consists  not  in  fame  or  pride  of  place,  but  in  simplicity  and  purity 
of  heart.”  It  is  a “complete  picture  of  Russia  at  that  time  and  a complete 
picture  of  humanity.” 

Trevelyan,  Sir  George  Otto,  bart.,  1838-.  The  life  and  letters  of 
Lord  Macaulay;  enl.  & complete  ed.,  including  Macaulay’s 
marginal  notes.  N.Y.,  Harper,  1909.  2 v. 

The  authentic  biography  of  the  distinguished  historian,  essayist  and  states- 
man with  many  of  his  letters,  prepared  with  complete  understanding  and 
sympathy  by  his  nephew.  By  common  consent  it  remains  one  of  the  most 
notable  biographies  in  the  language.  ^ 

Trollope,  Anthony,  1815-1882.  The  warden . Lond.,  Dent 

[1910].  (Everyman’s  library.)  Chronicles  of  Barsetshire,  v.l. 

The  first  of  the  author’s  Barsetshire  novels.  A story  of  quiet  English  life 
centering  in  a “hospital”  for  aged  men,  the  benevolent  and  supersensitive 
“warden”  of  which  suffers  from  the  consciousness  of  his  sinecure. 

Bar  Chester  towers.  Lond.,  Dent  [1912].  (Everyman’s  li- 
brary.) Chronicles  of  Barsetshire,  v.  2. 

Introduces  the  reader  into  the  innermost  circles  of  an  English  cathedral 
community  revealing  the  processes  of  thought  and  action  in  an  ecclesiastical 
establishment,  and  the  happenings  among  the  people  living  in  the  shadow 
of  the  cathedral  towers. 

Framley  parsonage.  Lond.,  Dent  [1910].  (Everyman’s  li- 
brary.) Chronicles  of  Barsetshire,  v.  4. 

Details  the  life  and  manners  of  a clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England 
taken  as  a type  who,  enjoying  a comfortable  benefice,  accepts  his  position 
in  society  as  a matter  of  course. 

The  last  chronicle  of  Bar  set.  Lond.,  Dent,  n.d.  (Everyman’s 
library.)  Chronicles  of  Barsetshire,  v.  6. 
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The  last  of  the  Barsetshire  series  bringing  in  characters  familiar  in  the 
earlier  volumes,  and  introducing  an  unusual  note  of  tragedy  in  the  cathedral 
scene.  Trollope  regarded  this  novel  his  best  work. 

The  character  of  Rev.  Josiah  Crawley,  the  austere  incumbent  of  Hoggle- 
stock,  is  considered  the  most  striking  of  Trollope’s  creations.  Mr.  Crawley 
appears  prominently  also  in  Framley  Parsonage. 

Phineas  Finn , the  Irish  member;  with  an  introd.  by  Frederic 
Harrison.  Lond.,  Bell,  1911.  2 v. 

Representative  of  the  author’s  political  novels  grouped  in  the  “Parliamen- 
tary series.” 

“It  is  a wonderfully  faithful  picture  of  mid-Victorian  politics  . . . more 
faithful,  more  true  than  the  account  we  read  of  these  times  in  serious  his- 
tories or  in  the  memoirs  and  biographies  of  the  leading  actors  . . . because 
more  artistic,  more  panoramic,  more  vivid.” 

Turgenev,  Ivan  Sergieevich,  1818-1883.  Fathers  and  children; 
tr.  from  the  Russian  by  Isabel  F.  Hapgood.  N.Y.,  Scribner, 
1916. 

The  theme  of  this  novel  is  the  frequent  conflict  between  the  older  and  the 
younger  generation,  which  the  author  has  rendered  particularly  touching  by 
his  representation  of  “the  confused  efforts  of  the  father  to  understand  his 
son’s  new  ideas,  and  the  young  man’s  vain  efforts  to  convert  his  father.” 

A nobleman  s nest;  tr.  from  the  Russian  by  Isabel  F.  Hap- 
good. N.Y.,  Scribner,  1907. 

The  Nest  of  Noblemen  “assured  the  author’s  world  wide  fame.  . . . All 
Russia  began  to  shed  tears  over  his  book.  It  would  be  necessary  to  go  back 
to  Paul  and  Virginia  before  one  could  meet  with  another  book  which  had 
such  an  influence  over  an  entire  nation.  It  seemed  as  if  the  author  himself 
continued  to  be  haunted  by  the  type  of  heroine  he  had  created.” 

This  work  also  appears  in  translation  with  the  title  Liza. 

Smoke;  tr.  from  the  Russian  by  Isabel  F.  Hapgood.  N.Y., 
Scribner,  1915. 

A study  of  passionate  love.  Turgenev  particularly  excelled  in  his  portrait- 
ure of  women  and  in  Irene,  the  heroine  of  this  novel,  we  have  one  of  the 
most  complex  and  puzzling  of  his  women  characters. 

Tyndall,  John,  1820-1893.  Fragments  of  science;  a series  of 
detached  essays,  addresses,  and  reviews.  N.  Y.,  Appleton, 
1898.  2 v. 

“He  has  written  in  a style  informed  with  much  literary  grace,  on  heat, 
sound,  and  kindred  subjects,  and  has  done  more  perhaps  than  any  other 
writer  to  popularize  science  throughout  the  English-speaking  world.” 

The  glaciers  of  the  Alps;  being  a narrative  of  excursions  and 
ascents,  an  account  of  the  origin  and  phenomena  of  glaciers, 
and  an  exposition  of  the  physical  principles  to  which  they  are 
related.  Lond.,  Longmans,  1911. 

Describes  the  Alpine  phenomena  in  an  authentic  and  readable  manner 
satisfying  equally  the  scientist  and  layman. 
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Valera,  y Alcala  Galiano,  Juan,  1824-1905.  Pepita  Jimenez ; 

tr.  from  the  Spanish  of  Juan  Valera.  Lond.,  Heinemann,  1891.  * 

(Heinemann’s  international  library,  ed.  by  Edmund  Gosse.) 

The  author’s  first  novel  written  in  1874  when  he  was  at  the  age  of  fifty. 

It  immediately  enjoyed  an  unparalleled  success  which  has  not  since  been 
surpassed  in  the  literature  of  modern  Spain.  It  is  the  typical  Spanish  novel  { 
of  recent  times. 

From  1884  to  1886  Valera  was  Spanish  ambassador  to  the  United  States. 

Viaud,  Louis  Marie  Julien,  1850-.  An  Iceland  fisherman , by 
Pierre  Loti  [pseud.],  tr.  from  the  French  by  Anna  Farwell  de 
Koven.  Chic.,  McClurg,  1913. 

The  most  popular  and  poetic  novel  of  this  original  French  writer  who  is 
best  known  by  his  pen  name  Pierre  Loti.  It  is  a story  of  the  hardships  and 
dangers  of  his  own  Breton  fisherfolk  in  their  perilous  life  on  the  northern 
seas.  “His  masterpiece  of  construction  and  pathos.” 

Virgilius  Maro,  Publius,  B.C.  70-19.  The  Aeneids  of  Virgil ; 
done  into  English  verse  by  William  Morris.  N.Y.,  Longmans, 

1910. 

A poetical  translation  of  the  great  Latin  epic  in  twelve  books  relating  the 
adventures  of  the  Trojan  hero — /Eneas — during  his  wanderings  after  the 
sack  of  Troy  by  the  Greeks,  on  his  way  to  Italy  where  he  became  the  tradi- 
tional founder  of  the  Roman  nation. 

The  Eclogues  and  Georgies  of  Virgil ; tr.  from  the  Latin,  by 
J.  W.  Mackail;  new  ed.  Lond.,  Longmans,  1915. 

Prose  translation  of  the  Eclogues  sometimes  called  the  Bucolics  taking  the  * 
form  of  pastoral  dialogues  between  Greek  shepherds;  also  of  the  Georgies  Y 
which  treats  in  succession  of  crops,  orchards  and  vineyards,  herds  and  flocks, 
and  lastly  bees.  The  Eclogues  were  doubtless  modeled  by  Virgil  upon  the  * 
Idyls  of  Theocritus. 

These  pastorals  are  the  survivals  of  the  earliest  written  poems  of  Virgil. 

Walpole,  Horace,  4th  earl  of  Orford,  1717-1797.  The  best  letters 
of  Horace  Walpole;  ed.  with  an  introd.  by  Anna  B.  McMahan. 

Chic.,  McClurg,  1911.  (Laurel-crowned  letters.) 

A selection  from  the  correspondence  of  an  eighteenth  century  English 
aristocrat  whom  Scott  referred  to  as  the  “best  letter  writer  in  the  English 
language.” 

They  illuminate  manners,  politics,  and  thought  of  the  writer’s  day. 

Walton,  Izaak,  1593-1683,  & Cotton,  Charles,  1630-1687.  The 
compleat  angler ; ed.  by  Richard  LeGallienne;  illus.  by 
Edmund  H.  New.  Lond.,  Lane,  1904. 

“To  all  lovers  of  angling  it  will  never  cease  to  be  a classic,  or  to  body 
forth  the  delightfully  unalloyed  personality  of  the  writer.” 

The  Second  Part,  written  in  close  imitation  of  Walton’s  manner  by  his 
adopted  son  Charles  Cotton  the  poet,  deals  more  particularly  with  fly-fishing, 
and  throughout  bears  loyal  testimony  to  the  life  and  character  of  Izaak 
Walton. 

This  edition  is  well  printed,  and  is  illustrated  with  inimitable  sketches 
by  E.  H.  New. 
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Walton,  Izaak,  1593-1683.  The  lives  of  Doctor  John  Donne , 
Sir  Henry  W otton,  Mr.  Richard  Hooker , Mr.  George  Herbert 
and  Doctor  Robert  Sanderson.  Lond.,  Methuen,  1895. 

Five  short  biographical  essays  “notable  as  among  the  earliest  which  aim 
at  giving  a vivid  portrait  of  the  man,  instead  of  a discreet  and  conventional 
testimonial.” 

Warner,  Charles  Dudley,  1829-1900.  In  the  Levant.  Bost., 
Houghton  [cl904]. 

Delightfully  written  narrative  of  travels  in  the  Holy  Land  and  Near  East 
in  1875. 

My  summer  in  a garden;  with  illus.  by  F.  0.  C.  Darley.  Bost., 
Houghton  [cl912]. 

Experiences  of  an  amateur  gardener  full  of  the  joys  and  sorrows  of  a 
season  in  one’s  own  flower  garden. 

The  chapter  at  the  end  on  Calvin  will  appeal  to  all  lovers  of  cats. 

White,  Gilbert,  1720-1793.  The  natural  history  & antiquities  of 
Selborne  in  the  county  of  Southampton;  with  illus.  in  colour 
by  George  Edward  Collins.  Lond.,  Macmillan,  1911. 

Close,  accurate  and  sympathetic  observations  of  nature  and  especially  of 
bird  life  in  the  vicinity  of  the  author’s  home  in  Selborne,  Hampshire,  Eng- 
land. Written  in  the  form  of  letters,  the  book  wins  respect  as  literature 
as  well  as  popular  science.  It  is  a classic  for  nature  lovers. 

Since  the  first  publication  of  the  work  in  1789  about  eighty  editions  have 
appeared,  and  before  the  author’s  death  it  had  been  translated  into  German. 

A more  convenient  edition  than  the  one  here  noted  is  published  by  Lane 
with  illustrations  by  E.  H.  New. 

Whitman,  Walt,  1819-1892.  Leaves  of  grass , including  a fac- 
simile autobiography,  variorum  readings  of  the  poems  and  a 
department  of  gathered  leaves.  Phil.,  McKay  [1900]/ 

“The  reader  who  would  get  at  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  Leaves  of  Grass 
must  remember  that  its  animating  principle,  from  first  to  last,  is  Democracy, 
— that  it  is  a work  conceived  and  carried  forward  in  the  spirit  of  the  genius 
of  humanity  that  is  now  in  full  career  in  the  New  World.” 

Whitman  is  the  “poet  of  the  ever-beckoning  future,  the  ever  expanding, 
ever  insatiable  spirit  of  man.” 

Whittier,  John  Greenleaf,  1807-1892.  The  complete  poetical 
works  of  John  Greenleaf  Whittier.  Bost.,  Houghton  [cl894]. 
(Cambridge  ed.) 

The  much-loved  American  Quaker  poet,  champion  of  peace,  the  abolition 
of  slavery  and  the  rights  of  man. 

Winthrop,  Theodore,  1828-1861.  Cecil  Dreeme;  with  a bio- 
graphical sketch  of  the  author  by  George  William  Curtis. 
N.Y.,  Dodd  [cl861]. 

A romance  by  a writer  of  much  promise  whose  career  was  cut  short  on  a 
battlefield  of  the  Civil  War.  The  scene  of  the  story  is  laid  in  New  York 
City  at  the  old  New  York  University  on  Washington  Square. 
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Wordsworth,  William,  1770-1850.  Poems ; selected  with  an 
introd.  by  Stopford  A.  Brooke;  illus.  by  Edmund  H.  New. 
Lond.,  Methuen  [1907].  (Cambridge  ed.) 

A well-chosen  representation  of  the  genius  of  one  of  England’s  greatest 
poets  who  indulged  his  art  almost  to  excess.  Wordsworth  was  above  all  a 
poet  of  nature,  translating  into  verse  the  quiet  spirit  of  his  life’s  surround- 
ings in  the  Lake  District  of  England. 

He  was  appointed  Poet  Laureate  as  successor  to  Southey  in  184*3. 

The  drawings  in  this  volume  are  done  with  exquisite  feeling. 


Zola,  Emile,  1840-1902.  The  downfall  (La  debacle)  (The  smash- 
up)  tr.  by  E.  P.  Robins.  N.Y.,  Macmillan,  1914. 

“A  masterpiece  of  portraiture  and  historic  narrative  in  which  the  author 
has  turned  his  searchlight  upon  the  causes  of  the  overthrow  of  France  by 
Prussia  in  1870,  of  the  downfall  of  the  Second  Empire,  and  of  the  delivery 
of  Paris  . . . into  the  hands  of  the  Commune.” 
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